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Most Anything

At A Glance
BY ABIGAIL

TRY THIS MILLSTONE

Quite recently I read an ar-

ticle about U. S. schools need-

ing seven billion dollars to put

them in good shape . . . Wow,

that's where we taxpayers

come in . . . According to Rep.

Tom Steed (D., Okla.), there

"are very few schools in the

U. S. that because of increased

enrollment aren't hurt." Some

are desperate he says. And so

he urges Congress at its next

session which will incidentally,

be its 81st, to get busy on the

matter. Rep. Steed says that

300 million dollars a year would

go a long way to meet the

problem, caused by increased

enrollment from year to year.

Now, here's my trend of

thought: If seven billions of

dollars are going to be needed

to take care of the PUBLIC

SCHOOLS ALONE, I shudder

to think what it would cost if

all the parochial and non-sec-

tarian PRIVATE schools were

to turn their pupils over to be

educated in the public schools.

Frankly, my poor feeble brain

can't think in numbers as

large as the expense entailed

for such a project . . . How

much easier on us miserable

taxpayers if Congress would

just project enough financial

aid to the private schools to

get them over the hurdle of

furnishing free transportation

for the students, and a couple

other minor features.

There's going to be a lot of

fur flyin' when Congress takes

up the matter of Federal aid

to parochial and private

schools. Just wait and see. One

thing, and one thing only, can

I guarantee—that you and all

the other little taxpayers will

foot the bill, no matter how

big it'll be.
• * •

A NEW CLUB IS BORN

The formation of the new

Community Fund in Emmits-

burg is to me one of the most

worthy projects ever started

here. The officers, board of di-

rectors, etc., are receiving no

remuneration whatsoever for

the time and effort they're ex-

pending in building this fund

into something substantial . . .

My gratitude and appreciation

is also extended to the mer-

chants and other patrons and

patronesses whose contribu-

tions are the *life's blood of the

fund.

Purpose of the fund is as you

already know, to help those

fellow residents who have a

sudden catastrophe hit them,

and to lend assistance, morally,

financially, and otherwise. The

Community Fund is really sin-

cere in its efforts to help those

who need it. Already it has

sir( wn the kind of good deeds

it performs. I don't believe I

need go into that again.

So, whattya say, you nice

people—when and if you're

contacted to help, please co-

operate, won't you? Because,

though it's and awful thing

to say, YOU might be the

very one to need help some
day. We never know. If we

did, we'd do all we could to
avert it—but somehow, it just
doesn't work out that way.
There's a swell bunch of follas
at the head of this Fund, so
let's not let them down.

* *

IN WHICH A GOOD WOMAN

GOES TO RACK AND RUIN

I think I shall go slightly
insane. There are those who
call me that NOW . . . Well,
maybe they're right. "In any
event, I shall definitely go
COMPLETELY insane if they
don't soon stop playing that
goofy unmusical number which
is known as—Brother, you said
it—"MULE TRAIN"—It's the
poorest excuse for a song,
dance, or what have you that
I have ever encountered in all
of my maidenly perusals of
song sheets and musical reper-
toires.
When they (the demons who

used to call themselves MUSI-
CIANS) play the number. I
get the urge to run wildly,

(Cantirued on Pa 7,e 8)

MRS. RIGGS'
ESTATE BELIEVED
TO BE $25,000

Money, Property

Go To Sons
And Husband

An estate, estimated in excess

of $25,000, of the late Mrs. Eliza-

beth Downey Riggs of Emmits-

burg, is to be distributed to her

husband, Dr. George H. Riggs,

two sons and a granddaughter,

according to the terms of her

will admitted to probate this

week by the Orphans' Court.

Apparently conficting para-

graphs in the will caused Regis-

ter of Wills Harry D. Radcliff

to caution persons contemplating

the execution of a will to con-

sult counsel. During the past

week, he reported, his office has
received three wills which have
proven defective in part. One of
the wills filed had no signatures
of attesting witnesses.

May Go To Court

Court attaches said it may be
necessary to have the Circuit
Court construe the intent of the
testatrix in disposing of real es-
tate. It was dated August 2,
1947, and witnessed by Alice S.
Shorb and Frank W. Weant, Em-
mitsburg.

In one paragraph, Mrs. Riggs'
will, reported written by herself,
gives absolutely to her son, Wil-
liam Owings Stone, the "home"
property at 104, 106 and 108 W.
Main St., Emmitsburg.

In the next paragraph she
said: "I desire the home property
to be taken as the property of
William Owings Stone's share at
the appraisal price of Frederick
County, $4,520.00."

Specifically, Mrs. Riggs be-
queathed $1,000 to Margaret
Elizabeth Stone, daughter of Wil-
iam Owings and Margaret Stone,
to be used for her education. Also
provided were jewelry for Eliza-
beth Stone, and gifts for each
son in separate envelopes. Any
stocks and bonds are to be di-
vided in equal shares by the hus-
cand and two sons.

Executors Qualify

The deed to the home property,
the will explains, is contained in
the will of Daniel E. Stone, Jr.,
who died in 1920.

Dr. Riggs and the two sons,
Jesse Edwin and William Owings
Stone qualified as executors, as
appointed, and nam,ed Thomas
T. Frailey, Emmitsburg, as their
agent.

Phone Strike
E00171S Here
Te'ephone service for Emmits-

burg will not be affected by the
ar ion order for a nation-wide
t ik-e of employes unless strik-
ir. ; workers from other areas
iicket the lecal exchange. The
strike of 100,&0 members of the
CIO Communications Workers is
scheduled to begin on Feb. 8.

Bargaining for a new contract
by the CWA-CIO with the Chesa-
- eake and Potomac Tele Co. of
Baltimore, which includes all ex-
changes in Maryland, began yes-
terday in Baltimore. According to
a telephone company spokesman,
this bargaining must run for at
least 30 days.

Employes of the Western Elec-
tric Co., a manufacturing subsid-
iary of the Bell Co., who are
now on strike, may come to the
local exchange and picket the
building. If the local employes
decide to honor the picket line,
operations here will cease. Since
there are no Western Electric.
employes permanently located in
Emmitsburg, these pickets would
have to be imported, according
to a telephone company official.

Plans for settling the nation-
wide strike were set by the union
president, Joseph A. Beirne, and
announced by him Monday. Ac-
cording to the union announce-
nent, if the strike occurs, emer-
gency calls will be handled by
skeleton crews.

DIRECTORS' MEETING

A special meeting of the Em-
mitsburg Baseball Assn. will be
called at 1 p. m. Sunday after-
noon in the Firemen's Hall, Presi-
dent Bernard H. Boyle announced
this week. Important business
necessitates a full attendance.

COUNTY ASSESSORS
TO WORK
YEAR ROUND

Will Continue
On Same Basis
As In Past Years

The revolving assessment of
real estate and personal property
will continue in Frederick Coun-

ty this year on approximately
the same basis as last year, it
was indicated this week.

Assessment officials are under-
stood to feel that it would be
possible to follow no other course

and keep the five-year plan in

equitable operation. Under this
set-up, the whole county is re-

viewed once each five years. Last
year was the first under the

latest five-year program.

With Superivsor of Assess-
ments A. Lamar Barrick, the as-
sessors attended the general
meeting of assessors from all
sections of the State which was
held in Baltimore last week. At
that time, according to dispatches
the assessment officials were told
to abandon the plan of following

a previous year's values—in this

case 1944—as a yardstick in mak-
ing 1950 assessments and to use
their own judgment.

The assessors understood that
they were to assess at what they
consider "normal" values for this
period of time and this is ex-
pected to result in little change
in general over 1949 as far as
the reassessment practices are
concerned.

There was some talk .before

the meeting started that the as-

sessors might be asked to assess

at 100 per cent cash values but
no such statement was made to
them by the Tax Commission.

First "Tall Tale"
Indicates Contest
To Be Tough One

There are a lot of people who

will not believe this story; but,

there are a lot of people who are
skeptical of the fact of the world
being round.

On the spring of 1915 while
fishing for trout in Potter Coun-
ty, Pa., I accidentally hooked and
landed a large German carp. As
Bob Ripley said, "Believe It or
Not."

This carp could talk. He said
(and I quote him): "You look
like a good guy, turn me free,
and I will locate trout for you."
I did.

Fritz Carp would meet me
every morning at the same place
and by means of a red flag I had
attached to his tail, would signal
me to drop my hook where a
trout was lurking.

I caught many fine trout under
this arrangement, until one fatal
day which I had loaned the
carp's services to a friend.
The friend while carrying the

carp from our favorite creek to
another, accidentally dropped the
carp in a small pool, and my
carp was drowned.

HOMER C. BOLAND

Sportsmen's
Hold Meeting

More than 75 members, largest
number ever to attend a meet-
ing in Emmitsburg, were present
at the regular monthly meeting
cf the Indian Lookout Conserva-
tion Club held Tuesday evening
in the Firemen's Hall. "Pete"
Auldrich, president, presided.

Sixteen rabbits, received from
the game commission, were re-
leased in the hunting areas, ac-
cording to reports by Weldon
Shank, head of the game com-
mittee.

Plans for the building of a
club cabin were again discussed.
Two committees were appointed,
one for drawing up the plans,
and the other to raise funds.

Several new members were ac-
cepted into the organization,
making the total membership of
the club 145.

Following the business meet-
ing, Rev. Philip Bower projected
a sound m ovi e, "Whistling
Wing s." Refreshments were
served.

Elmer Cregger, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Luther Cregger, near here,
spent several days this week vis-
iting in Alexandria, Va.

Interesting Travelogue Describes
Majestic Fontana TVA Project

By REV. CHARLES S. OWEN

FONTANA
Almost everywhere we went in

the Southern Mountains, people
advised that we go and see Fon-
tana, that this was one place we
could not afford to miss. So we
took off a day for this purpose.
Fontana is one of the T.V.A.
dams. Around it has been fash-
ioned Ameria's newest scenic va-
cation paradise. It is located on
the southern border of the Great
Smoky Mountain Park.

One of the surprising facts

was to learn that, on the average,
ten thousand tourists were visit-
ing the place daily. On holidaya
or other special days, it was nct
unusual for as many as twenty
thousand tourists to come. Fon-
tana is both the largest and the
highest dam of the T.V.A. Sys-
tem, and one among the largest
in the world.

Of course, there are many
other noted darns in the general
vicinity. There is the Hiwasse
Dam on the western edge of the
park. This is the highest over-
flow dam in the world. Also there
is the Calderwcod Dam, Cheoah
Dam, Alcoa Dams, and others.
Many of these are passed on the
way to Fontana. These pic-
turesque dams, and the blue
lakes they impound in the rugged
mountains, are attracting tour-
sists by the millions. They come
from every state of the Union
and from all over the world. Ob-
servation busses, filled with tour-
ists, are frequently seen on the
highway going to or from Fon-
tana. Those busses are equipped
with removable tops so that the
passengers can look up and see
the towering mountains rising
about them.

Of all the dams in the Great
Smoky Mountain Park and vicini-
ty, Fontana is by far the most
popular and picturesque. The
government has landscaped it
with a beautiful design. This
dam backs up the Little Ten-
nessee River for a distance of 39
miles. If you prefer you can park
your car at Bryson City, a few
miles west of the Cherokee In-
dian village, and go to Fontana
by water route. From there by
boat the distance is 35 miles. Or,
if you drive, the distance will
be 70 miles through some of the
most rugged mountain forma-
tions to be found in eastern
America.

A few words about this high-
way to Fontana might be inter-
esting. It first ascends the semi-
circular bowl of the famed Nan-
tahala Gorge. Far ahead one can
see the highway in the distance
like a tiny groove etched in the
side of the bowl as it follows the
pleated contours of the steep
sides. Above, sketched against
the skyline on the rim of the
bowl, can be seen one sector of
the Blue Ridge Parkway being
constructed. The hair-pin curves
of the bobby-pin type, remind
one of the roller coaster as he
drives upon it. Also there is pre-
sented many dizzy views of nat-
ural grandeur. This same high-
way passes through the Joyce
Kilmer Memorial Forests, the
lnrgest tract of virgin timber in
the East. This is dedicated to
the memory of the well-known
poet, author of Trees,' killed in
World War I. The highway con-
tinues up and down, back and
forth, through narrow valleys un-
til it ends at Fontana.

LAST OF T.V.A. DAMS

Fontana is the 28th and last
of the T.V.A. Dams to be con-
structed, according to official re-
ports. The name is derived from
an Italian naturalist by the name
of Felecia Montain who explored
the region about 60 years ago.
At that time the whole area was
an unknown wilderness. The dam
itself is one of the wonders of
modern engineering. It is 480
feet h'gh, not far under the
height of the Washington Monu-
ment. At the base it is 375 feet
thick. Across the top runs a
double-land highway with side
walks. Connecting with link is a
new highway, to be built, the
entire length of the water edge
back to Bryson City. This will
greatly shorten the distance to
the dam for the American tour-
ists, as well as onen up to the
public scenic grandeurs hitherto
unknown.
Believe it or not, the distance

now from the foot of the dam to

•

the top, is five miles over a
winding highway passing through
the village of Fontana. This
highway approaches the top of
the darn irom the rricuntain
above. The first sight of the spec-
tacle, therefore, is in the form
of a balcony view looking down
on the mirrored blue lake below.
The Federal Government has

done everything to beautify and
landscape this magnificent ap-
proach to give the appearance of
coming into some mysterious
paradise. Parking spaces adorned
with shrubbery and flowers, in-
vite the tourist to stop and look.
Looking down upon the glories
of what God and man, working
together, have made, presents a
wonderful spectacle. As one ap-
proaches the headquarters, he is
greeted with the sign: "Built for
the people of the United States."
The officials greet you with ut-
most courtesy. They ask you to
register, offer to answer any
questions, and assure that it all
belongs to you.

The five miles from the floor to
the top of the dam, mentioned
above, is to be shortened to 480
feet. This will be done by means
of an incline railway now being
constructed. The car, -drawn by a
cable, will be run on a track
deviating slightly from the per-
pendicular. By this the tourist
will be able to save the five miles
by going directly from the top
down the abutment to the five-
story power house below, or vice
versa.

At the floor of the dam are
two generators. A third is to be
installed. Each one has an out-
put of 100,000 horsepower. These
are said to be the largest in
the world. In Niagara Falls,
called the Power City of America.
where we used o live, I fre-
quently had occasion to take
friends or visitors through the
big power plant. The largest gen-
erators there had an output of
70,000 horsepower, smaller than
those at Fontana.

The primary purpose of these
.dams is flood control, we were
told. The flood control device at
Fontana was another interesting
piece of engineering. Two tubes,
each 34 feet in diameter, tunnel
through the mountainside to let
out surplus. water through the
flood gates. , Such a huge volume
of water rushing at such a high
speed would devour the bed of
the river below. This is overcome
by the construction of a spoon-
like bowl at the bottom of each
tube. This causes the water to
shoot 150 feet in the air and to
spray itself out on the river bed
below. I asked the guide if he
would give us a demonstration.
He said that he would gladly
oblige provided we would get per-
mission from Knoxville.

The secondary purpose of these
dams is electricity. Big power
lines go out in many directions
carrying 154000 volts each. Oft-
en these huge power lines jump
from the top of one mountain to
another. What a wonderful place
for a tight-rope performer to ex-
hibit his daring?

One of the surprising observa-
tions in the Southern Mountains
was the almost universal use of
'electricity. Much of this is due
to the T.V.A. Almost every home
we visited, and we got back into
some very remote places, we
found electricity and frequently
electric fixtures in the homes or
cabins.

VILLAGE OF FONTANA

Equally interesting was the lit-
tle village of Fontana located on
the steep mountain side about
two and a half miles from the
dam. The doll-like houses re-
minded one of toy boxes pinned
on the wall with thumb tacks.
These little structures have three
rooms each with modern furnish-
ings including running water.
They can be rented for $15 per
day. A trailer can be rented for be guests.

$5 per day. Otherwise, you can j The Junior

spread your camping tent for receive their

nothing on the public camping
grounds. The little town was
crowded with tourists. The busi-
ness area was almost as cen-
gested as the downtown section
of a city.
The village was first built to

house the werkers who con-
structed the dam. When the proj-
ect was completed. the Derma-

(Continued on Page Eight)

MANY VOTERS
TO BE WIPED
OFF REGISTER
Thousands Will
Lose Privilege
In County

The Board of Election Super-
visors will this week begin re-
moving the names of several
thousand registered voters from
the registration books in compli-
ance with the law providing re-
moval after failure to exercise
right of franchise for the past

five years.
The officials said it is difficult

to estimate the number of names i
to be eliminated during the pro-
cess, but best guesses are that
more than 3,000 less names will

be on the books after the prun-
ing work is completed.

Several extra employes from
both parties will carry on the

work, which means a thorough

check of the voting record of all
persons now registered.
Those who are eliminated and

wish to vote in the primary and
general election next September
and November, respectively, will
have to re-register, it was
pointed out. Some of the names
to be removed, it was further
explained, will be those of per-
sons who have moved from the
County and will not be eligible
to re-register.
The Supervisors conferred with ,

representatives of firms inter-
ested in submitting bids for ma-
terials and equipment to be usedl
in transferring names of regis-
trants from present registration
books to cards. Specifications
were drawn and bidders were no-
tified to submit their prices on
or before Feb. 15. The Super-
visors will open the sealed bids
on that date and award a con-
tract for the paper, printing and
filing equipment needed.
Work of transferring the reg-

istrations to cards will be started
as soon after the materials and
equipment are available as possi-
ble, it was announced. A group
of workers is being recruited to
do this work and the Supervisors
estimate that it will require a
month or more to complete the
task.
Two representatives of each

party will carry out the process
of removing names from the
books because of failure to cast
a ballot in five years. The old
books will be stamped to show
removal for that cause and the
names of those in default will
not be entered on the new cards.

It was explained that the
names of those not voting for
five years should probably have
been removed sooner but a pre-
vious opinion of the attorney to
the board at the time had held
that the law was not retroactive
and the Supervisors were re-
quired to wait five years before
putting the provision into effect.
The five-year period has now ex-
pired, it was explained this week.

Sports Jamboree
To Appear
Here Sunday
On Sunday, Feb. 5, the Union

Bridge Tumb'ing Club, under the
direction of Jack Bubrick, plans to
present an Athletic Jamboree at

m. in St. Joseph's audi-
t2o:r3i0 puin..
The entertainment will consist

of tumbling, stunts on the spring-
board, wrestling, singing and
dancing, as well as acts of
drama and comedy.
Boys and girls from the first

to the eleventh grades take part
in the show.
On Tuesday, the students of

St. Joseph's began their annual
retreat. The Rev. Eustace Mac-
Donald, C.P., is the Retreat Mas-
ter. Devotions will be brought to
a close Friday morning with
Mass, followed by a communion
breakfast at which Fr MacDon-
ald and Fr. Michael O'Brien will

Class expects t
class rings Febru

ary 14th
There will be two hasketbni

Tames for the boys' team durin
the week of Feb. 6. Waynesboro
CYO will meet St Joe's at the
local gym on Monday at eight
o'clock. On Thursday night,
Rouzerville will travel to Em-
mitsburg to play against St.
Joe's. This game also is sched-
uled for eight o'clock.

PEN-MAR LEAGUE
COMPLETES
ORGANIZATION

Addition Of
Westminster Rounds
Out Circuit

Organization of the new Pen-
Mar Baseball League was com-
pleted Tuesday night in Littles-
town, Pa., Dr. D. L. Beegle,
president, announced that West-
minster had been admitted to
the league and that completed the
circuit. The clubs all posted the
$50 forfeit money at Tuesday's
session.

Presi dent Beegle announced
that the curtain-raiser for the
1950 season will take place on
April 23, and the finale of the
season on Sunday, Sept. 10. The
Shaughnessy playoffs will begin
on Sept. 17.

Many of the bylaws of the old
Penn-Maryland League were in-
corporated into the new circuit
and new ones inserted. All dis-
putes will be settled by a three-
man board of arbitration, con-
sisting of Guy McGlaughlin, Em-
mitsburg; Rev. Frank Reynolds,
Littlestown, and Capt. Grenier,
Hanover. Officers of the new
league are: Dr. D. L Beegle,
Emmitsburg, president; Bernard
Weaver, Littlestown, Pa., vice
president, and C. A. Elder, Em-
mitsburg, secretary-treasurer.

Only Sunday baseball will be
played by the loop. As yet, the
1950 schedule has not been
drawn up, but it is expected to
be ready for presentation at the
next meeting of the organiza-
tion at Littlestown on March 7,
at 8:00 p.

, Teams entered in the new
league are: Hanover, Westmins-
ter, Littlestown, McSherrystown,
Taneytown, Blue Ridge Summit,
Thurmont, and Emmitsburg.

P-TA Hears
Report On School

The Emmitsburg Public School
P-TA met last week in the high
school auditorium. Reports were
given by Messrs. Sam Hays and
George Wilhide on the county
program for rebuilding or en-
larging schools in Frederick
County. The Community Fund
Committee also reported on the
organization and plans for the
management and disbursement of
the funds. One member of the
P-TA was to be appointed by
the president, Andrew Eyster,
for a permanent member of the
board of directors.

Norman Shriver, member of
the school improvement commit-
tee, reported a project to
clear the stream running near
the school grounds of sewerage
and connecting the school sewer
with the city system. Also, rec-
ommended that the back street
be used by school children rather
than the public highway for the
safety of the children.
The meeting was then turned

'over to Officer Bond who spoke
and showed pictures in the in-
terest of safety on the highways.
M'iryland is one of the worst
states as far as automobile acci-
dents are concerned, standing
46th on the list. Forty-five more
people were killed in highway
accidents in 1949 than in 1948.

It was announced that a food
sale would be held by the P-TA
in the Firemen's hall in Febru-
ary, with announcement of the
date later. Miss Edna Stull was
appointed general chairman.

Water Company
Is Erecting
New Building
Work on the construction of a

new building which will house
the offices of the Emmitsburg
Water Co., reached the half-way
mark this week. The building is
to be of concrete block construc-
tion and will be a one-story af-
fair. President Samuel C. Hays,
cf the company, announced that,
weather permitting, the work
should be completed in about
two months. The company's new
cianstruction is located on E.
Main St., between C. A. Harner
and Josephine Steinberger prop-
erties.

Mr. George E. Martin of Thur-
mont purchased the property of
the late Bessie McMahon, near
St. Anthony's.


