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Latest News
From Toyland

Special Dispatch From Santa

rlaus' Country

A
ItCTIC REGIONS. Dee. 6.—The

center of the giant glacier has

heel) hollowed out into a mon-

ster cave and Is serving as a

factory for making tree ornaments. It

Is being run on a very much better

system than it was !ast year, having

two shifts of workers, with 10.000

gnomes in each shift. The day workers

come on at 6 a. tn. and stay until 6

p. m. One band of toilers sleeps while

the other works.

SHOWING THE FINISHED TOYS TO SANTA
CLAUS.

Each of the workers sits squat upon

the floor in front of a blazing fire, over

which is suspended a huge black cal

dron. Each little fellow has a long

stemmed pipe with which he blows

bubbles of the substance which sizzles

and boils in the huge pot before him.

The boiling substance is a liquid

made of melted precious stones. Mil-

lions of dollars' worth of priceless

jewels are being imported into the
north pole regions for this purpose
Each caldron boils a different jewel.

The melted rubies make blood red bub-
bles that gleam like flames The dia-

monds make white ones. bright and
shining like great, round stars. Sap

phires turn into deep blue spheres, tur-

quoises make pale blue balls that look
like the summer sky, and so on. As the
bubbles grow to the desired size the
workmen shake them gently off their
pipes on the ice floor Here they are
allowed to rest until they are frozen
Into hard. round. shiny, wonderfully
colored bright balls to hang on kiddies'
Christmas trees. It is estimated that
one man can make 500 finished °ma
melts in a day.

Mines Give Output of Gold to Make
Tinsel.

The great Klondike gold mines are
being worked day and night to supply

the demands of another room of the
great glacier, where thousands ot
workers sit stringing strips of shredded

gold on threads to make tinsel trim-

mings for the trees. They wear great

spectacles on the ends of their little

round noses, for this work is a great

strain on the eyes. Each string is One

mile long, and each gnome completes

three of these a day.
Silver tinsel is also made in the same

way. The fashion in tree trimming de

mands the lavish use of' this gorgeous
adornment

No Storerooms For Santa Claus.

Santa has no need for storerooms in

which to stack his finished toys and

tree decorations. The demand is so

great and so immediate that directly
things are finished they are packed.
loaded on to immense sleighs and ship
ped to special stations which he has
situated in every city all over the world
and usually in such places as depart-
ment stores or toy and candy shops.
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Sometimes when all these places are-
filled be even bides them in odd corners
of people's houses That is how it
comes that one often accidentally wil.
find things nicked a way In the mosi
unusual places
Years ago he would use his reindeei

to carry the loaded sleighs to station,
and often they were so worn out iss

overwork that they were unfit ro,

driving on Christmas eve. But now o
is quite different. Since motor truck,
have mese into use Santa has bough'
328 to do this heavy work for him.
Something ought to be told the kid

dies of the character and nabits of tti.
little toilers who make their toys. The,
are an entirely different kind of crea
Lures from any ‘vhich we. who do nos
live at the north pole. nave ever seen
They are very swab of stature. will.

large heads and queer elfin laces. ‘N
would call them gnomes or elves, bill
Santa calls them tobies They have
!might, mischievous eyes which danci-
with delight over their pretty ha ndi
work, the merriest laughs and sweetest
little voices which keep up a eontin
:Ions accompaniment to their taEks
New York Evening ‘Vorld.

FIRST CHRISTMAS FEAST.

HE first feast to be cele-
brated on Dec. 25 was
established by Commodus,
emperor of Rome, who
reigned about 185 years
after the birth of Christ.

After that there are many

• references in history to
meetings of the new sect

called Christians, who gathered on this

day to celebrate the birth of the God-

man. It is not until a century after

the time of Commodus that we find a

particular reference to the persecutions

that the Christians underwent at the

hands of the pagan emperors, culminat-

ing in a Christmas day massacre.

When Rome was no longer a pagan

state the feast began to be celebrated

in Christian style, and those who ob

served the birth of Christ in those days

did so in widely separated countries

and frequently at widely different peri-

ods of time and according to no set

program. The ancients agreed on one

thing, however—that the festival com-

memorating the birth of Christ should

be the most magnificent of the year.

In some cases it was kept up for days.

A WHITE CHRISTMAS.
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"Every leaf and twig was

with a sparkling ice armor. Even the

grasses in exposed fields were hung

with innumerable diamond pendants,

which jingled merrily when brushed by

the foot of the traveller. It was as if

some superincumbent stratum of the

earth had been removed in the night,

exposing to light a bed of untarnished

crystals."
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AN IRISH LEGEND.

An Irish legend tells that on Christ-

mas eve the Christ Child wanders out

in the darkness and cold and the peas-

ants still put lighted candles in their

windows to guide the sacred little feet,

that they may not stumble on the way

to their homes. In Hungary the people

go yet further in their tenderness for

the Child. They spread feasts and leave

their doors open that he may enter at

his will. Throughout Christendom there
is a belief that no evil can touch the

child who is born on Christmas eve.

"Fond thoughts and constant prayers I

scatter free,
Like flowers, along the pathway thou

must tread,
Grateful and glad if haply they may

shed
Some fragrance to refresh and comfort

thee."

MADONNA DELLA TENDA - RAPHAEL-

NEW ENGLAND CHRISTMAS.

HE first Christmas
celebrated inside a
house on the Ameri-
can continent was on
December 25, 1618.
Our Puritan ancest-
ors finished their first
house at Plymouth,

Mass., having spent

more than a month

in wanderining about in search of a

place of settlement. The company was

divided into nineteen families, and to

each persons was assigned a lot for

house and garden. It was not a very

cheerful Christmas for the Puritans.

All of them could not be accomodated

in the house, so that some of them

were left out in the cold, but the religi-

ous features of the day were not for-

gotten, and it may be said that the

Babe of Bethlehem was prayed to and

sung to in a most fervent manner.

CHRISTMAS GREETING

You who are scattered now all the wide

world over,
Friends of chance hours and kindred

fortune blown,
You who have hugged the hearth or been

the wind-swept rover,

Take my heart's best and keep it all
your own.

This is the Christmas cheer, to feel the

swift pulse beating
Out the long roads where each of you

has gone.
This is the Christmas joy, to feel our

memories meeting
Where the rough ways grew brighter

toward the dawn.

We who forget so much now again re-

member;
So the Christ love shall fill the word

we send.
So through the drifts and winds that

shrilly roar December
We shall thrill warm the love of friend

to friend.

"Sing the song of great joy that angels
began;

Sing of glory to God and of good will
to man "

"Heap on more wood! The wind is chill;

But let it whistle as it will,

We'll keep our Christmas merry still."

UNDER THE MISTLETOE.

OW many who kiss un-
der the mistletoe know

the legend? Balder, the

Apollo of Scandinavian

mythology, was killed

by a mistletoe arrow

given to the blind Hoder

by Loki, the god of mis-

chief and potentate of
our earth. Balder was

restored to life, but the mistletoe was

placed in future under the care or Friga

and was never again to be an instru-

ment of evil until it touched the earth,

pended from ceilings, and persons meet-

ing under it give each other the kiss of

peace and love in the full assurance that

the pretty vine is no longer an instru-
ment of mischief.

wide area of
Dame.
Midnight mass is held on Christ-

mas eve. A waxen image of the infant

Saviour lies upon a little bunch of real

straw in a cave built of miniature stones.

The Virgin mother kneels over the child,

and to quote a verse from one of the

quaintest old carols:
St. Joseph, too, is near to guard the child.

To watch him and protect his mother mild.

Often the three wise men are added,

bearing offerings in their hands.

IN BETHLEHEM.
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In Bethlehem people are brought face
the empire ot Loki It is always sus-

0 CHRISTMAS STAR.

Across the twilight Heavens of Time
Your radiance gleams, 0 Christmas

Star!
Guiding the world-worn heart of man
To where the Herald Angels are.

The way is dark across the world,

Our stumbling feet are torn and sore I

But You have dawned, 0 Light of Hope, ,

And woe is lost forevermore.

You are the brightest orb of Heaven,

Bathed in a glory so divine

It signifies the death of Death,

Of Life Eternal is the sign.

Shine out, 0 Christmas Star, and tell
Your wondrous story o'er and o'er

Till all the Nations of Mankind
Shall kneel where they have scoffed

before.

Shine out again, 0 Christmas Star,
In healing grace upon the world,

And bid each banner of discord
By loving hearts again bz. furled.

Lead us anew to where He lies
That Infant King whose sign you are

Lead us from doubt to knowledge true
By your kind Light,0 Christmas Star!

—ELISABETH ELLICOTT POE, in Veritas
Magazine.

"Beneath the snow the flowers sleep,
Beneath the ice the rivers creep
Unseen, silent, to the sea;

All crystal are the hills and vales,

All glittering the dells and dales,

Mountain top and languid lea."

Wanted a Younger Santa Claus.
"Please appoint a younger Santa

Claus," wrote an eight-year-old Illinois
girl to Postmaster General Burleson
"Grandpa says he used to come to

als house when he was a little boy, so

he must be pretty old by this time. and
Pm afraid he's too old to conic to my
house."
Mr Burleson wrote to tier that a

personal representative of Santa Claus

Would attend to her wants.

Father Christmas.
Here comes old Father Christmas
With sound of fife and drums.

With mistletoe about his brows
So merrily he comes!

His arms are full of all good cheer;
His face with laughter glows;

He shines like any household fire
Amid the cruel snows

He is the old folks Christmas.
He warms their hearts like wine.

He thaws their winter into spring
And makes their faces shine.

Hurrah for Father Christmas!

Ring all the merry bells

And bring the grandsires all around
To hear the tale he tells.

-R oseTerry Cooke

IN FRENCH CHURCHES.

N Paris Christmas day

is kept as a religious fes-
tival, and many who
never dream of going to
church on any other day
in the year make it a
point of attending mass
on le Jour de Noel, and
the blaze of the tapers
falls on crowded congre-
gations, men, women and

children, kneeling, sitt-

ing and standing in the

the Madeleine and Notre

to face with the wonderful scenes which

are but feebly known to the rest of the

world.Here they may see the place where

the three wise men of the east halted

after their long journey. Here they I

worship the shrine inclosing the manger

in which Christ was born.

They walk along the same road followed

by the Virgin Mary in her journey to

the ancient city. They see buildings

and ruins which the eyes of the infant
Christ rested upon. The tiny city, cres-
cent shaped and beautiful to look upon,
teems with the realities which the rest
of the world celebrates.

_

ORIGIN OF THE CHRISTMAS CARD.

The Christmas Card proper had its
tentative origin in 1846. Mr. Joseph

Cundall, a London artist, claims to
have issued the first in that year. It

was printed in lithography, colored by

hand, and was of the usual size of a

lady's card.
Not until 1862,however,did the custom

obtain any foothold. Then experiments

were made with cards of the size

of an ordinary carte de visite, inscribed

simply "A Merry Christmas" and "A

Happy New Year."

DAY OF THE CHILD.

Christmas is the day of the child both

in sentiment and doctrine. It is the day

when the child is on the throne and

when he reigns supreme. Willingly and

gladly, with our gifts and presents, we

pay our tribute to him. For this one

day in the year at least the heart rules

the head, and we learn therefrom the

lesson which it is the ultimate aim of

all theological doctrine to enforce—that

we must as little children enter the

kingdom of heaven.

A Christmas Carol
By JOSIAH GILBERT HOLLAND.

THERE'S a song in the air,

There's a star in the sky,

There's a mother's deep prayer
And a baby's low cry,

And the star rains its fire while the beau-
tiful sing.

For the manger of Bethlehem cradles a
King.

THERE'S a tumult of joy
O'er the wonderful birth.

For the Virgin's sweet boy
Is the Lord of the earth.

Aye, the star rains its fire, and the beau-
tiful sing.

For the manger of Bethlehem cradles a
King
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')'OR THE MANGER OF BETHLEHEM CEA.
DLES A KING."

JN the light of that star
Lie the ages empearleck

And that song from afar
Has swept over the world.

Every hearth is aflame, and the beauti-
ful sing

In the homes of the nations that Jesus Is
King.

WE rejoice its the light.
And we echo the song

That comes down through the night
From the heavenly throng

Aye, we shout to the lovely evangel they
bring.

And we greet in his cradle our Saviour
and King

COSTLIEST CHRISTMAS GIFT.

Morgan's Present to His Son Was a
House. For Which He Pald $600 000.
It was the late .1. rierpolit Morgan

who gave the costliest present ever be-
stowed in New York on a Christmas
eve, says the Broadway Magazine
gift, to his son, was a brownstone
pile of a hundred rooms, with fifteen
rooms for servants on the top floor, at
the corner of Thirty-sixth street and
Madison avenue. The deed of gift
contained twice the name of J. Pier-
pont Morgan. for the financier pre-
sented the third house in the Morgan
colony on Madison avenue to his son.
On one corner stands the original Mor-
gan mansion, flanked on the right by
the magnificent marble museum and
art gallery tilled with treasures gath-
ered by the elder Morgan from among
the great art storehouses of Europe.
Next to the Morgan notnestead stands
the home of Mrs. Herbert Satterlee,
Mr. Morgan's daughter, and adjoining
Mrs. Satterlee's home is the home of .1.
Pierpont Morgan. .1r.. the costliest pres-
ent ever made on the island of Manhat-
tan, representing an expenditure or
$600,000
After houses, in the esteem of those

upon whom Christmas rains a golden
shower, rank automobiles. A giant
motorcar, whose ordinary speed is a
mile in two minutes and costing
$16,000, is a mere bagatelle to a spoiled
beauty who tires of her motors as
when a pampered little beauty she tir-
ed of her dolls She wants ever a tar
ger, faster and more wonderful car, and
it was in obedience to her wish that
the car as large as a Harlem flat, with
folding bed. table and separate com-
partments. came Into being and added
to the family expenditures $27.000.
And after automobile architects the

jewelers. Diamond tiaras at $100.000.
the salesmen in the diamond houses
say, are not uncommon purchases at
Yuletide, and a diamond tiara is a poor
affair that does not cost approximately
$100,000.
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