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GREAT GATHERING OF EMINENT CATHOLICS PAY THEIR HOMAGE TO THE "MOTHER OF BISHOPS"

One Hundredth Anniversary of Founding of Mount Saint Mary's College Celebrated Amid Scenes of Unusual Splen-

dor and Magnificence Draws to Emmitsburg Most Representative Assemblage Ever Held in This Country

MARYLAND HOSPITALITY IS ACCORDED TO ALL GUESTS ON THIS FESTIVE OCCASION AT THIS FAR-FAMED MOUNTAIN SEMINARY OF LEARNING

His Eminence Cardinal Gibbons, Apostolic Delegate Diomede Falconio, The Governor of Maryland and Staff, Archbishops, Bishops, Monsignori and Celebrated Laymen

From Far and Near, Poets, Eloquent Orators and Sons of the College Grace the Event.

HIS EMINENCE JAMES CARDINAL GIBBONS

Emmitsburg has been bon Jred with

one of the largest gatherings of Catho-
lics ever held in this country. From all

over the United States, from foreign

countries as well the friends and grad-
uates of Mount St. Mary's College have
shown their love for the historic insti-
tution by returning to congratulate her
on the one hundredth anniversary of
her inception as an institution of learn-

ing. While the visitors have shown

their regard for the College, no less
apparent has been the hospitality be-

stowed on the guests on this memorable
occasion. It was truly a festival for
this whole community. Beginning on
Tuesday and even earlier, each train
brought its share of guests and the
scenes at the depot where friends met
friends and students their parents has
probably never been duplicated in the
history of the Emmitsburg Railroad.

The high place occupied by this insti-
tution among Catholic Colleges in this
country and its influence on the history
of the Faith on this hemisphere is re-
marked by the many distinguished men
who have journeyed to Emmitsburg to
pay their homage to the "Mother of

Bishops." Cardinal Gibbons, Archbishop
Falconio the Apostolic Delegate, Arch-

bishop Farley, Bishop McCloskey, Bish-

op Chatard, Bishop Northrop, Bishop

O'Connel, Bishop Allen universally re-

vered in this community, Bishop Kealy,

Bishop Monaghan; Monsignori Bryne,
Duffy, Karney, Dunn;Rev. Dr. O'Hara,
formerly a member of the faculty and
president of the institution succeeding
Bishop Allen, Rev. Dr. Duffy, Rev. Dr.
William A. Cunningham. Governor

Crothers and staff, Dr. A. V. D. Wat-

terson, of Pittsburgh, Dr. Daniel W.

Baker, district attorney of Washington,

Dr. Joseph C. Gilmore, of New Orleans,

Dr. Richard M. Riley and a host of others

equally celebrated thought it an honor

to be the guests of the "Mountain."

The preparations made by the insti-

tution to welcome these dignitaries and
men of prominence were in every way
adequate to the occasion and reflect
great credit on the painstaking men
who had been entrusted with this im-
portant duty. The grounds, always
beautiful and especially so at this
season when Autumn has painted the
foliage and the frost has cleared the
air, were further embellished by my-

riad lights by night and festoons of

beautifully colored bunting by day.

The towers of the various buildings

were outlined by incandescent globes

and a powerful searchlight was oper-

ated from the dome of the new Semi-

nary Building. At the entrance to the
grounds an arch of welcome had been

erected which was also illuminated in

the evenings. It bore on one side the

year of the institution's birth, on the
other side the present year and joining
the two the word "Welcome."
On Tuesday evening a reception was

tendered the visitors. On Wednesday

morning at ten o'clock the exercises be-

gan with a solemn pontifical mass of

thanksgiving which was offered by the
Cardinal. At this service Rev. Wil-
liam A. Cunningham, LL. D., of the
class of 1879, a resident of Pittsburgh,
delivered the sermon. Dr. Cunningham

said:

Centenary Sermon

Your Eminence, Your Excellency,

Most Reverend and Right Reverend

Prelates, Reverend Fathers, Beloved
Professors, Students, and Dear Breth-
ren :—

All hail, this day! Truly a day the

Lord has made; the day that ushers
in the Centenary, a hundred years of
precious life, the Mount, our Alma
Mater, Mount Saint Mary's, a mistress
of learning, piety and virtue, and such
a mistress for ten decades of years.

What a world of meaning in these
terms! What a life! How sublime!

Words feil to describe its beauty and
its grandeur, because, to understand it
aright, we would have to understand
God Himself. The poetess Mercedes
sings in strains, with some few words
changed, from which flows a remote
conception at least of the marvels
wrought in the minds and souls of men,,

as well as in nature herself, during this

eventful period :

"And who can count the souls that
thou hast won,

Or who can tell the marvels thou hast
done?

What wealth of sacramental power
outpoured,

Thou fervent minister of Christ the
Lord!

Thy words, thy every step, thy sacred
hands,

Uplifted where thy holy altar stands.
Hundred years of treasure! yea, hun-

dred years of grace,
Made glorious by the .light of Jesus'

face."
(Mercedes.)

This day, October 14th, 1908, there- VERY
fore, marks an event of unusual im-
portance in the history of this great

Toil has been thine and heaviness of
heart;

So much to do, and thou so small apart;
Souls lost and fainting, evil still abroad,
Small, poor and scant the harvest of the

Lord.
Nay! 'tis not so, one rescued soul

counts more
In heaven's sight than nations' wealth

and lore."
(Mercedes)

Yes, folded years which on this bright
and happy day it is our pleasure to un-
fold that we may once more recall some ,
of the salient features, the striking
characteristics of the work, and men
who did the work, during our Mother's
life of one hundred years.

Life has been beautifully described as

a river, always flowing on, sometimes

with murmurs, sometimes without,
bending this way and that, we do not
exactly see why, now in beautiful, pic-
turesque places, now through bare and
uninteresting scenes, but always flow-
ing ; it is so swift, so voiceless, yet so
continuous. This is life with its bright
side and with its dark side, yet, amidst
its great darkness, there is a thought,
however, out of which a moderately
cheerful man can always make some
satisfactory sunshine, if not a sufficiency

, of it. It is the thought of the bright and
populous heaven; there is joy there at
least, if there is joy nowhere else; there
is true service of God there, however
poor and interested the love of Him
may be on earth. Multitudes are
abounding in the golden light there,
even if they that rejoice on earth be
few. And these multitudes are in
heaven to-day because of kind actions;
many are there for doing them, many
for having them done to them. Thoughts
like these of Father Faber's have pro-
duced heroes and martyrs in every age;
have urged them to sacrifice everything
near and dear, to surmount obstacles,
to overcome difficulties, to face even
death to promote the honor and glory

by sorrow, and its very success mingled
likewise with sorrow; and the reason
is evident, because Christ our Blessed
Lord chose the cross to redeem a fallen
race, as the "Imitation of Christ" puts I
it cogently:

"If there were anything better or
more useful for the salvation of men
than suffering, Christ would certainly
have pointed it out by word or example
For He manifestly exhorts His disciples
as they follow Him, and all other per-
sons desirous of following Him, to
carry their cross, saying: 'If any man
will come after Me, let him deny him-
self, take up his cross and follow Me.'
Therefore after reading and examining
everything, our final conclusion must
be that, through many tribulations, we
must enter into the Kingdom of God."

Crosses and tribulations, therefore,
being the allotment of God's elect in
their way through this valley of tears,
it was to be expected that the life of
Mary, the mother of our Blessed Lord,
here below would be a sea of sorrow.
When Christ selects and Mary guides,
His and her chosen and nurtured ones
must look for, do look for and cheer-
fully accept suffering of every kind.
Recall shortly Christ's action in regard
to His apostles and His church, and
fail not to remember the seven promi-
nent sorrows in our blessed mother's
life, and you will readily recognize how
proper and how harmonious with God's
plan of redemption was the enduring of
much grief and the meeting with many
and great disappointments at every
step in the life of the great and holy
man who founded our Alma Mater,
previous to the final and glorious success
that crowned his efforts, then you will
see the helps God always gives, helps
that always drive away sadness.
"These twelve men, poor, ignorant

fishermen, are to go forth to convert
the world; they are to encounter the

seat of culture, of profane and ecclesi-
astical lore. If the saintly Dubois or
Brute were standing in this sacred and
distinguished presence, might not they
exclaim:

"What are these folded years?
These short, dim cycles of a fleeting

past?
Brief records of thy woven hopes and

fears;
Sharp griefs, or joys too beautiful to

last.
' Gleam they with merit, rich like preci-

ous ore,
And will they crown thee in the ever-

, more ?

REV. DENNIS J. FLYNN, A. M., LL. D., PRESIDENT MOUNT

SAINT MARY'S COLLEGE

of God and the salvation of immortal
souls. Have we not reason to believe,
then, that good Father Dubois was so
actuated and influenced when he left
his native France to cast his lot in the
new world of America? It seems the
providence of God that every move-
ment for the moral and religious better-
ment of mankind must be borne in
sorrow, not, however, in sadness, for

those of God are never sad. Sadness
has no place in their holy and precious '
lives; its prosecution must be attended r

prejudices of the Jews, who cannot re-
ceive their preaching without acknowl-
edging their crime of having crucified
the Soo of God; they are to face the
prejudices of the Gentiles, who regard
the mystery of the cross as simple folly;
they have to combat the learning and
philosophy of the age which has estab-
lished an invincible ascendency, as it
would appear, over the minds and hearts
of mankind; they are to confront a
superstitious and idolatrous religion
that idolized vice and sensuality in their

MOST REV. DIOMEDE FALCONIO, D. D., THE APOSTOLIC DELEGATE
TO THE UNITED STATES

most odious forms, and they are to mother, and to follow in their footsteps

preach in their stead the virtues of hu- have risen holy souls in every age,

mility, poverty, patience, modesty and gladly accepting crosses, trials and

continency; they are to go forth and tribulations; willing to be immolated

overthrow the temples of false gods in the cause of holy church, their

everywhere throughout a pagan world, mother, the spouse of Christ, so kind,

and they are to display Christ crucified as
the power of God and the wisdom of
God. And in doing all this they are to
meet with opposition and persecution joy even here, and to give a foretaste

of all sorts and from all descriptions of of the joys ineffable before the Beatific

men, for their divine Lord and Master Vision.

tells them beforehand :" "Behold, I Father Dubois was one of these holy

send you as sheep in the midst of wolves. souls. Born in Paris on the 24th day of

Beware of man for they will deliver August in the year 1764, of respectable

you up in councils, and will scourge you parents, and given what is most preci-

in their synagogues. And you shall be ous in life, a holy Catholic mother, he

brought before governors and before was early trained by her to value true

kings for my sake, for a testimony to character, and to seek the means in

them and to the Gentiles." (Math. X : ' school and college and seminary to fill

16, 17, 18) "Yea, the hour cometh that his mind with useful knowledge and to

whosoever killeth you will think that adorn his soul with heavenly virtue. He

he doth a service to God. These things responded to the suggestions and in-

I have told you, that when the hour junctions of his preceptors and he ad-

shall come you may remember that I vanced rapidly in all his studies.

told you of them' (John XVI : 2, 4.) , Distinguished by his excellence of

But the Holy Ghost descended upon heart and mind, he was ordained a priest

them and clothed them with His divine in 1787 and at once entered upon the

power, and in this power they went discharge of his sacred duties, first in

forth and were invincible, so that St.
Paul was able to say of them that "their
sound hath gone forth unto all the
earth and their words unto the end of
the whole world." (Rom. X :18.)
Here the Holy Ghost displayed the

wisdom and power of the Most High:
"Who maketh choice of the foolish
things of the world that he may con-

found the wise, and the weak things of
the world that he may confound the
strong, and the base things of the world,
and the things that are cuntemptible,
and the things that are not, that He Recall for a moment the eloquent

may bring to naught the things that are, words of the Hon. Frederick J. Nelson

that no flesh should glory in his sight." in his historical address on "The Old

(I Cor. I : 27, 28, 29.) This is the power Mount" just twenty-five years ago,

that has sustained the church in all ages and you will learn much in regard to
to secure the fulfillment of the promise the fatigues, suffering, privations and

of Christ : "The gates of hell shall not arduous duties of this saintly man:

prevail against her." "In the silence of the night, in the

Her priests are her principal instru- disguise of a lay citizen, by the light of

mepts in carrying on this heavenly the incendiary torch which threw its

mission, and we know the Catholic lurid glare out upon the bosom of the

priest is a unique character. The world waters, and his ears greeted by the
music of the death bell's horrid clang as
it marshaled the victims of the Revolu-
tion to a scaffold, this unknown man
mournfully traverses the ocean.

"Oh, France! beautiful France! Thou
eldest born of the Church! Land of

old church has made him so. Charlemagne and St. Louis, of Bossuet,

, A priest of the living God was our Massillon, Bardalou and Fenelon! Prin-

father, our founder, and afterwards cess of provinces, how art thou made

was given to him the perfection of the tributary? 'Oh, God! the heathens are

priesthood when he was raised to the come into thy inheritance; they have

sublime dignity of the episcopacy. Suf- defiled Thy holy temple; they have

fering was a portion of our Blessed given the dead bodies of Thy servants to

Lord's life and the life of his blessed (Continued on page 8.)

does not understand him, because the
world knows little of grace. Standing
at the altar, another Christ, offering
the unbloody sacrifice for a sinful
people, he is the vicegerent of the Holy
of Holies, and why? Because this grand

so bountiful, so merciful, so rich in
blessing and in grace ever lavished on
her dutiful children to turn sorrow into

the parish of St. Sulpice and afterwards
as one of the chaplains of the Petite
Maison. This was on the eve' of that
terrible sanguinary revolution that en-
gulfed degenerate France in a deluge
of blood and startled and terrified the
civilized world. These were terrible
times. Churches were demolished,
altars overthrown, and the tabernacles
of the Holy of Holies given up to the

pillage of the mob. Persecution of
religion and her ministers was raging
like a conflagration.


