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Look for the special gift tag on our advertisers' ads in this
issue of The Dispatch and do your holiday shopping locally

An Evening of Christmas Spirit
EMMITSBURG, Md. —
Ready for a little holiday

hospitality? Join the Emmitsburg
community on Dec. 11 for the 17"
annual "Evening of Christmas
Spirit."

The hosts don't always
count attendees, but they do
count hot dogs — they've ordered
500 this year compared to 400
last year. Bob Hance, co-owner
of the Carriage House, said, "We
just want to welcome the entire

town to participate. It's a fun night.
We've outgrown the downstairs
(where refreshments were served
in years past) and will be opening
the ballroom to accommodate the
numbers."

Sponsors are the Carriage
House Inn, Town of Emmitsburg,
National Emergency Training
Center (NETC), and the
Emmitsburg Business and
Professional Association (EBPA).

6 p.m. - Emmitsburg tree-

lighting ceremony with Mother
Seton School Choir in front of the
Community Center, S. Seton Ave.

6:30 p.m. - National Emer-
gency Training Center open
house. Refreshments and holi-
day decor.

7 p.m. - Carriage House Inn
festivities, including caroling,
horse-drawn surrey, hayrides
through town, complimentary hot
dogs and cookies, live nativity
scene and entertainment.
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Town water/sewer
rates to increase
The Fmmitsburg Board of
Commissioner approved a
rate increase for water and
sewer services at their Dec.
4 meeting. New rates will be
reflected in the March 2007
bills. Customers using be-
tween 10,001 and 20,000 gal-
lons per quarter will see an

increase of $5 per quarter.
Larger volume water custom-
ers using 20,001 gallons and
up will see a $17 increase per
quarter. Rates for customers
using less than 10,000 gal-
lons will not change. Look for
more information in the Dec.
21 issue of The Dispatch.

Old building comes down
as Vigilant Hose expands
BY RICHARD D. L. FULTON
Emmitsburg News Editor
rfulton@emmitsburgdispatch.com

EMMITSBURG, Md. — The
old, former apartment building
attached to the side of the current
Vigilant Hose Company (VHC)
firehouse bay must be demolished
because of decrepit structural ele-
ments and crumbling bricks.

Original plans called for sim-
ply renovating the 29 West Main
Street structure, but as work pro-

gressed on upgrading the VHC
headquarters, the old building was
deemed unsalvageable, and con-
struction crews began demolition
during the first half of November.

Once beyond that unexpected
hurdle, the fire company still plans
on completing the $1.5 million
overhaul and expansion of the
headquarters during the summer
of 2007.

Early in 2005, Vigilant Hose

-See Vigilant Hose on page 5

- RICHARD D.L. FULTON / THE DISPATCH
Demolition takes place of the former apartment building attached to
the west side of the current fire house.

'Taxation without (accurate) computation?'
Municipalities, tax bureau dig-in over tax dispute
BY WILLIAM REINKE
Contributing Writer

ADAMS COUNTY, Pa. —
In response to the misalloca-

tion of $1.85 million in tax
revenue by the now-defunct
Adams County Earned Income
Tax Collection Agency, the York
Adams Tax Bureau's board of
directors will meet on Jan. 29
regarding adoption of currently
proposed repayment

The issue was first brought
to the attention of Adams County
municipalities and school
districts in an Oct. 10 memo
from the tax bureau transition
committee. -

Of concern are the earned
income taxes distributed during
the period from Feb. 1, 2005 to
July 1, 2006, during which time
ACEITCA alleges it overpaid 28
of the 29 municipalities and one
school district.

Tax bureau tries to deal
with its fiasco

proposed is to withhold the debt
from the municipalities' May 2007

The first repayment option -See Tax dispute on page 10
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
The Dispatch encourages its readers to express their thoughts and opinions about issues that appear in this publication or affect the community.

Letters must be exclusive to the The Dispatch and should be no longer than 300 words in length. They must be signed and include the

writer's address and phone number for verification purposes. The Dispatch reserves the right to edit letters for content and space.

Business association alive and well
Recently the Emmitsburg

Business and Professional Asso-
ciation (EBPA) has begun a revi-
talization process. Under the guid-
ance of Bo Cadle the EBPA is once
again becoming a strong commu-
nity organization. The EBPA has
become a sponsor of the town's
"Evening of Christmas Spirit."

The group's efforts this year
will be focused on helping with

donations on Dec. 11 to benefit
the Lions Club annual food drive.
Both canned foods and monetary
donations will be collected at The
Carriage House from 6-9 p.m. on
that evening.

The EBPA wishes to invite
all businesses and professionals
to the first annual holiday din-
ner/meeting. This year the dinner
meeting will be held in JoAnn's

Ballroom at The Carriage House
on Tuesday, Dec. 19 with a so-
cial from 6-7 p.m. The cost is
only $12 for the buffet dinner.
Please make reservations with
Bo Cadle at (301) 447-6275 or
bojean40@msn.com. We hope to
sec you there.

- Happy Holidays
from the EBPA

Commissioner thanks poll workers
I would like to publicly thank

all the poll workers in Emmits-
burg for their hard work this past
primary, and the general election.
Democracy only works when
people participate. The work-
ing of the polls is essential for
fair and honest elections. Having

worked for the election board in
a past election, I understand what
an incredibly long day the poll
workers go through. I was proud
as a teacher from Frederick Coun-
ty Public Schools to see a former
student of mine working as an
election judge. The traditions of

democracy are being passed onto
the next generation. So, in clos-
ing, a big thank you to the poll
workers of Emmitsburg for a job
well done.

- Glenn Blanchard
Emmitsburg Commissioner

Holiday shop locally this season
Frederick County is blessed

with a superb business commu-
nity. During the upcoming holi-
day season we encourage you to
support the more than 1,000 local
retail establishments. By doing
so you help preserve and grow
our diverse economy. Frederick
County businesses offer a broad
range of gifts including home de-
cor items, antiques, jewelry, elec-
tronics, recreational and sporting
goods, great foods and clothing.

For local gift-giving ideas, we
encourage you to visit the Fred-
erick County Office of Economic

Development's Web site at www.
discoverfrederickmd.corn. Our
"Homegrown Here" and "Buy
Local, Buy Fresh" campaigns are
exciting and consumer-friendly.
The Virtual Farmers' Market
link is designed for Frederick
County agricultural producers to
sell and promote their products
online. Additionally, you may
want to visit the Tourism Coun-
cil of Frederick County's website
at www.fredericktourism.org for
shopping and dining suggestions
and to find out about festive holi-
day events.

After an exhilarating day
of shopping from Brunswick to
Emmitsburg and Mount Airy to
Myersville, we encourage you
to dine at some of the many out-
standing restaurants in Frederick
County.

Thank you for supporting
our local economy; we hope you
have a wonderful holiday season
and a Happy New Year!

Marie S. Keegin
Executive Director

Frederick County Office of
Economic Development

S50 Gift Certificate
Speual thanks to theian \\ ho supportcd
(Om for the Near,

Purchase a
$50 Gift Certificate

for $40.
(Redeemable onk sith coupon)

SINCE 1986

100 Years Ago "In this place"
From The Emmitsburg Chronicle

This column offers a regular look back at Emmitsburg
through the eyes of The Emmitsburg Chronicle which first
appeared on June 14, 1879, published by Samuel Motter
In 1909 the paper became known as The Weekly Chronicle.
It continued regular publication, allowing for a 5-year hiatus
during 114)r/c/ War II, until February 9, 1977.

December 7, 1906

House Destroyed

On Monday morning, the
house belonging to St. Joseph's
Academy, occupied by Mr.
James McGrath, to the South-
west of town, was gutted by
fire.

At about 11:30 word was
sent to St. Joseph's that the
chimney of Mr. McGrath's
house was on fire but before
help could be sent the high
wind had spread the sparks and
flames from one end of the roof
to the other. Unfortunately the
chimney, from which the flames
spread, was the one on the
windward side of the house and
it was apparent that the building
was doomed.

A large crowd of neighbors
and townspeople soon gathered
and by their willing and effi-
cient service removed all the
household goods, except one
bed. Word was immediately be-
gun toward saving as much of
the house as possible. The pump
to the rear of the dwelling was
kept going and men and boys
formed a bucket brigade from
the race to the burning building.
For several hours the work was
kept on and at last the fire was
quenched after it had complete-
ly destroyed the roof and upper
floor.

So effectual was the work
of the men that much, if not
all, of the movable woodwork
of the house was saved. Doors
were taken off their hinges,
windows and mantles removed
and the porch to the south of the
house taken down and carried to
a place of safety.

The walls of the house were
injured somewhat when one of
the chimneys which seemed to
threaten those at work in the
house was pulled down. Two
large cedar trees were ordered
down and some few panels of
fence were taken up and re-
moved.

The loss on the property is
not fully covered by insurance;
the loss on the personal effects

of Mr. McGrath was small.
To Mr. Jenkins, who direct-

ed the work of the firemen, the
saving of the lower floor is due.
He with a corps of men from the
Academy was soon at the fire
and these men probably saved
the destruction of more proper-
ty as the wind carried the sparks
and burning embers a great dis-
tance. At one time several ties
on the railroad across the pike
were in flames but were soon
put out.

Mr. McGrath and fam-
ily, after the destruction of the
home in which they have lived
for so many years, took up their
residence with Mr. William
Zurgable, Mr. McGrath's son-
in-law. It is not known for a cer-
tainty whether the house will be
rebuilt on the old site or not, but
the supposition is that in a short
time another building will be
erected on practically the same
place.

On Saturday evening about
7 o'clock the chimney to the
house occupied by Mr. Ber-
nard Lantz but a short distance
form the corporation limits to
the West of town, caught fire
and burned fiercely. The high
wind threatened at one time to
carry the flames to the adjoin-
ing properties, and it looked as
if a serious conflagration might
ensue. Mr. Lantz was able to at
last to quench the fire, but not
before. the hose and reel had
been gotten out.

Quite a crowd gathered and
there was a good deal of ex-
citement. The flames had they
spread, would have undoubt-
edly swept down the street and
no end of damage might have
been done.

Personals

Mr. James Gelwicks, who
has been ill for sometime, has so
far recovered that he was able,
a few days ago, to come down
stairs. It is the sincere hope of
the whole community that Mr.
Gelwicks may rapidly recover
his full health.

KIDD PROFESSIONAL
TREE CARE

15 Years Experience Free Estimates Fully Insured
Pruning Lot Clearing Stump Removal Cabling & Bracing
(HAZARD) Tree & Limb Removal Storm Damage Cleanup

Seasoned Firewood And Much More...
Call ISA Certified Arborist Arlie (Jamie) Kidd

717-642-5595
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Christmas season kicks off with swag making
More than 35 volunteers helped assemble the town's traditional

Christmas swags used to adorn the community's lampposts and other

town property. The volunteers assembled 200 swags at the municipal

garage Nov. 18 in less than three hours. The majority of materials

were donated, according to Mayor James E. Hoover.

Emmitsburg swags
make national news

Emmitsburg's Christmas swag-
making tradition is featured in
the November/December issue
of Country Woman, a magazine
devoted to country lifestyles.
The article was written by
Chata Can, wife of former
Emmitsburg Mayor William
Can, and was illustrated with
swag-making photos taken in
2005 by Raymond Buchheister,
publisher of The Dispatch
Community Newspapers.
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-REPRINTED WITH PERMISSION FROM COUNTRY WOMAN MAGAZINE

CORRECTION

In the article entitled "By all means let us have a library," in the Nov.
16 issue it was stated that the library currently has a collection of over
3,000 items. In actuality, the collection size is around 33,000 items.

P111 1 Os Y EMILY BALLENGER / THE 1.)ISPATCH
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Briggs Associates, Inc. pia3, [I]

Real Estate Sales and Appraisals

Phone: 301 -447-31 10 *Fax: 301-447-3022 *Cell 301 606-1512
*Vial our website at: www.briggsassoc.com *E-mail: dbriggsebriggsassoc.com

Thanks to everyone who works at the National Emergency Training Center
for what you bring to our community from the NEP.' Finniltsburg
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Dec. 11th — Evening of Christmas Spirit at Carriage House

7 - 9 pm - Don' forget your c I food ii t 110114.1.

Dec. 19th — lot annual Emmitsburg Professional & Business Association's

Bolide Dinner. Call Bo Cadle 301-447-6275
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Center
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*SUBWAY*
Daily Specials - call for details

• MEATBALL
MADNESS

Foot-long Meatball
Sub Meal Deal

$5.79
Every Day in December

• DINNER FOR 2
SPECIAL

2 6-inch subs,
2 fountain sodas,
2 bags of chips

for $1199
Everyday after 4pm  

711114( BIG - GIANT SUBS
and PLATTERS for that next

holiday party!

FREE Bowl of Soup
with Purchase of
any Sub and
21oz Drink at
Regular Price.
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