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Commissioner
files $5.4 million
lawsuit against
town officials

BY RICHARD D.L. FULTON
News Editor

EMMITSBURG, Md. — A town commissioner
filed a lawsuit in Frederick County Circuit Court Nov.
23 against the mayor, ethics commission and board of
commissioners for more than $5 million in alleged
damages related to the 2004-2005 ethics investigation.

Commissioner Arthur Elder is seeking $5.4 million
from town administrators because of the "grave harm and
injury" and alleged deprivation of "due process" resulting
from his being the subject of an ethics investigation which,
in April, found that he, along with Commissioner William
B. O'Neil, Jr., bad violated the town ethics code.

The ethic' investigation, although it found the
commissioners violated ethical conduct as per the town
code, only issued a cease and desist (prohibiting future
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Decorating tradition continues in Emmitsburg
Volunteers pose with over 100 finished evergreen swags ready to be hung from town lampposts to add a
festive air for the holidays. Town workers began decorating the lampposts this past week. See "Tradition of
swag making continues in Emmitsburg" on page 11 of this issue of The Dispatch.

Town awarded $656,000 sewer grant
BY RICHARD D.L. FULTON

News Editor

EMMITSBURG, Md. — The
town has officially been awarded a
$656,107 community development
block grant (CDBG) to improve its
wastewater collection system, and
to help provide water and sewer

services to Emmitsburg Glass.
The town intends to use

the grant money to resolve a
long history of sewage spills;
to extend sewer service to the
new Emmitsburg Glass facility
on Creamery Road; and to make
modifications at the sewer plant
to accommodate needed collection

system improvements.
Mayor James E. Hoover

told The Dispatch he received
notification from the Maryland
Department of Housing and
Community (DHC), the agency that
administers the block grant, late
last week. Although the original
amount requested was $822,000,

Hoover said the proposal included
an amount for administrative-type
expenses that could not be covered
by the grant. "We're comfortable
with this (figure)," he said.

The grant funding is reserved

-See Grant on page 3

State visitor center grand opening delayed
BY RICHARD D.L. FULTON

News Editor

EMMITSBURG, Md. — A
leaking roof on the new state visitors
center on U.S. 15 was the "final
straw," and the grand opening date
has been postponed until sometime
in spring 2006.

John Fieseler, Executive
Director of the Tourism Council of
Frederick County, told The Dispatch
that the Maryland Office of Tourism
Development had been considering
postponing the new visitors center
grand opening because of a project

lag, but. "the roof was the final
factor" in the decision.

"The big five inches of rain
several weeks ago had caused some
leaks at that point. The contractor is
addressing those," he said.

Fieseler said the staff had
already moved into the new center
about two months ago so that the
old building could be knocked
down.

He told The Dispatch the
council is looking at scheduling
the grand opening to coincide with
"National Tourism Week" in May.

In the meantime, contractors
are still working on the site, Fieseler

said. The parking lots have been
paved, and the crews are currently
painting the parking stripes on the
back parking lot. Much of the chain
link fencing has been taken down.

"It was getting late in the
season anyway and the site work
was not done. Now we are right at

the tail end of the tourist season,
so it just seemed like why not
wait until spring and finish up the
landscaping work," Fieseler added.

The project is expected to cost
about $3.5 million, but this price tag
includes the new southbound ramp
at North Seton Avenue and U.S. 15.
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LETTERS To THE EDITOR
The Emmitsburg Dispatch encourages its readers to express their thoughts and opinions about issues that appear in this

publication or affect the community. Letters must be exclusive to the The Dispatch and should be no longer than 300 words in

length. They must be signed and include the writer's address and phone number for verification purposes. The Emmitsburg Dispatch
reserves the right to edit letters for content and space.

Seton Shrine administrator retires
On the occasion of her

retirement from the position this
past month, the Tourism Council

of Frederick County would like
to take the opportunity to extend
our sincere appreciation to Sister
Mary Clare Hughes, D.C., for
her outstanding leadership while
serving as Administrator of the
National Shrine of Saint Elizabeth
Ann Seton.

The Seton Shrine has
always been a wonderful asset
to Frederick County, and has
been blessed with inspired
leadership through the years. As
the historic sites in the county
have expanded their collaborative
efforts in recent years through our

Tourism Council's Historic Sites
Consortium, Sister Mary Clare
led the staff and docents of the
Shrine in partnering with other
museums and sites throughout
the county to everyone's mutual
benefit. We wish her the best and
are delighted that she is remaining
at St. Joseph's Provincial House
in Emmitsburg.

With familiar faces in new
positions, the Seton Shrine is
well positioned for a great future,
especially with the bicentennial
of Elizabeth Ann Seton's arrival
in Saint Joseph's Valley just a
few years away. We look forward
to continuing to work with
Karen Harding in her new role

as Director of the Shrine of St.
Elizabeth Ann, and with Sister
Vincentia Goeb now overseeing
the Heritage Ministries at the
Provincial House, which include
the Shrine.

It is often the case that people
don't visit attractions in their own
backyard, no matter where they
live. We invite anyone in this
area that has not visited the Seton
Shrine, no matter what your faith,
to do so. It is a world-class gem of
which Emmitsburg and Frederick
County are rightly proud.

- John J. Fieseler
Executive Director, Tourism
Council of Frederick County

Commissioner corrects misunderstanding
As you may know, I am not

a lawyer. I am, however, human.
Like all humans, from time to
time, I make a mistake. This letter
is to correct a misunderstanding of
the law on my part for the record.

In an earlier comment to The
Dispatch, I said that Norm Usiak
'was never my attorney.' This was
incorrect. Following publication
of my comment I spoke with
Rosemary McDermott, as she has
represented me in the past, who
educated me on the laws relating
to this matter.

Previous to my comment, I
had always assumed that in order
for someone to be your lawyer,
you had to sign a contract and
come to some terms. This is not so
in this case.

Because Rosemary McDer-
mott represented me in the Ethics
Committee matter, under Maryland
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law, she is due full payment. In
relation to this, Norm Usiak sent
a letter to the town noting that he
represented Rosemary and me in
the billing matter, on our behalf.

Before doing so, Rosemary
McDermott and Norm Usiak asked
for my permission to send the letter,
to which I agreed. I interpreted
this as permission to mention my
name as the "subject" of the suit,
rather than a party to one. This is
where I erred. Under Maryland
law, by giving permission, which
I did, I agreed to join Rosemary
McDermott in this matter and, as
a consequence, that would, indeed,

mean that Mr. Usiak represents me
as well.

Mr. Usiak does, in fact,
represent me and Ms. McDermott
in the billing matter.

I apologize to all concerned
for the confusion. It was an
honest mistake based on a lack of
understanding of this specific law.

As I also said in the article, I'll
just leave it at "no comment" from
now on and ask for everyone's
understanding until this matter is
settled.

- William B. O'Neil, Jr.
Emmitsburg Commissioner

Commissioners thank Vigilant Hose

Open letter to citizens of
Emmitsburg

The Frederick County
Commissioners would like
to extend our gratitude to the
members of the Vigilant Hose
Company for their support
over the past year and longer
to assure ongoing emergency
ambulance and rescue services
to the Town of Emmitsburg
and the surrounding
community. We appreciate
the willingness of the fire
company and its members to
house career firefighters and a
reserve ambulance to maintain
and provide excellence in
emergency services during a
period of critical need. Your
assistance assured quality
and timely service to the
community.

The Town of Emmitsburg

and the surrounding
community has been well
served by the Vigilant Hose
Company for many decades

The commitment of the
Vigilant Hose Company and
its members is acknowledged
and deeply appreciated.

We thank you for your
dedication to the citizens of
Frederick County.

Sincerely,
- Board of County Commissioners

Frederick County, Maryland
John L. Thompson, Jr.,

President
Michael L. Cady,

Vice President
John R. Lovell, Jr.,

Commissioner
Jan H. Gardner,
Commissioner

Bruce L. Reeder,
Commissioner

100 Years Ago "In this place"
From The Emmitsburg Chronicle

This column offers a regular look back at Emmitsburg
through the eyes of The Emmitsburg Chronicle which ,first
appeared on June 14, 1879, published by Samuel Molter
In 1909 the paper became known as The Weekly Chronicle.
It continued regular publication, allowing for a 5-year hiatus
during World War II, until February 9, 1977.

December 14, 1905
Mt. St. Mary's Items

Our sick arc Henry Lingg,
trouble for past two weeks with
a severe cold and rheumatism;
Miss Addie McNulty has
been sick, threatened with
typhoid fever; Mrs. Douglas
Knott, suffering from a very
bad cold; Aloysius Baker has
been troubled with dropsy, his
condition serious; Miss Rowe,
the public school teacher was
sick but is better again.

The Messrs. Hemler's
stone fence along the pike will
be hauled to the College where
the stone will be crushed for the
avenue leading from the pike to
the college.

James McBride had a
new roof put on his house this
week.

The Mrs. Kolb property has
been repaired.

December 21, 1905
Anti Saloon League

The Annual meeting of the
Frederick county Anti Saloon
League, held in Frederick last
week, was called to order by
the president, R. Rush Lewis,

and opened with prayer by Rev.
J.W. Keracafe.

The following officers
were elected for the ensuing
year: George Z. Best, president;
Jesse H. Michael, secretary; J.
Welty Fahmey, treasurer.

Among the district vice-
presidents named are Jacob
Rice, Lewistown, Rev. Chas.
Rinewald, Emmitsburg; J.P. T.
Mathias, Mechanicstown.

Rev. C.A. Grise, the State
Superintendent, spoke in
favorable terms of what the
State League is doing and said
he was much impressed with
the interest and the work of the
League in Frederick.

G.Z. Best, in taking the
chair, said that the substantial
growth ofthe league and its work
was such as to encourage not
only the officers but the league
in general to impressed activity
in the cause of temperance.

Mt. St. Mary's Items

The Christmas vacation
at the college began Tuesday
morning and will expire January
4th. About 80 of the 260 students
will remain at the college this
vacation.

What have we learned in 2000 years?
Though living in the present

moment in Emmitsburg, it doesn't
take an overly active imagination
to place oneself in Bethlehem a
little over 2000 years ago. In that
year Our Blessed Mother visited
Bethlehem and presented Jesus to
the world as the Prince of Peace.
Today she comes to us with Jesus,
not only as the Prince of Peace,
but also as the Son of Justice. In
Bethlehem, because nobody had
room for the Holy Family, the
poor shepherds had to go to the
"farm" to pray with her, much

the same as today. The greatest
difference between then and now
is that today room is not the issue,
but arrogance may be.

As a matter of fact, for years
Our Lady was allowed to address
her children in St. Joseph's
Catholic Church in Emmitsburg;
that is until her message made
some people too uncomfortable.
Then she was shown the door,
and those shepherd-type folks,
who were flocking around her,

were told to go home. What is our
comfort level, and what price are
we willing to pay to maintain it?

Soon after the Holy Family's
visit to Bethlehem, they fled the
slaughter of the innocents at the
hands of Herod. Yes, Our Lady
left Bethlehem with Jesus. Do
we understand how blessed we
are today? Despite the rejection
of this great gift from Heaven
and despite the persecution of the
faithful followers of Our Lady
of Emmitsburg, she still tells
us and the whole world, "I am
not leaving, and my Son is not
leaving! We will protect you!"

One would hope that after
2000 years mankind would have
matured enough to generate a
better response to her special
presence here. For now, one just
has to be content to pray for a
change in hearts, to work for
justice, and to "Watch and See!"

- Ivan Pare
Emmitsburg
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Lawsuit
-Continued from page 1

interaction with town staff), and
assessed no additional penalties.
State's Attorney Scott Rolle
determined that the violations were
not criminal in nature.

Commissioner sues
himself along with officials

Aside from Elder technically
suing himself as a member of
the board of commissioners, he
has filed a claim of $1.2 million
against Mayor James E. Hoover
(individually and in his official
capacity), $1.2 million against ethics
commission Chairman Patrick
"Ted" Brennan (individually and in

his official capacity), and $3 million
against all of the defendants.

Named as defendants
were Hoover, Brennan, board
of commissioners' members
Christopher V. Staiger, Glenn
Blanchard, William B. O'Neill
(sic), Jr., and elder himself, and
ethics commission members,
Brennan, Scott McClendon, and
Steven Kleindienst.

The papers were filed in circuit
court by attorneys Rosemary
A. McDermott, Thurmont, and
Norman Usiak, Frederick City.

Should the town lose the
lawsuit and not be covered for
liability, $5.4 million works out to
about $5,498 per taxpayer, using
the July 2005 tax bill which lists
982 taxpayers in Emmitsburg.
Of course, that figure would not

include accrued legal expenses.
Hoover stated, "The town

has coverage for legal defense
expenses," but couldn't say who
would pay for any settlement if the
Elder lawsuit should prevail.

Otherwise, Hoover would
only confirm Dec. 7 that the
town had received notice. "I can
only confirm we (the town) have
received notice of a multimillion
dollar lawsuit," adding that the
papers were delivered to him by
Cathy Bodine at the Dec. 5 town
meeting. The issue, he stated, has
been turned over to town Attorney
John R. Clapp.

Commissioners, past
and present, react to suit

Board President Staiger, one

Grant
-Continued from page 1

for the town at the state, and the
town will draw-down on the
allotment by submitting bills as
work progresses.

Hoover has signed the grant on
behalf of the town, and it now goes
back to the state for appropriate
signatures. "Then we're good to
go. I would assume there would
be a notice to proceed (once all the
signatures are in place)," he stated.

The mayor noted, "We
have been working on this grant
application for over a year and had
attended several meetings with _
the state Department of Business
and Economic Development
and the state Department of the
Environment. And I am very

pleased that our request was
approved for $656,000. This will
go towards making a tremendous
improvement in our sewer system.
We are confident this should prevent
future sewage spills."

The town wastewater ccillection
system has experienced sewage
spills for several years. Periodically,
the Maryland Department of
the Environment (MDE) took
enforcement action, finally issuing a
consent order to ensure that the town
dealt with the problems.

A valve apparently never
installed in the late-1980s overhaul
of the collection system is likely
responsible for numerous spills. If a
valve were installed, "theoretically
the system would be 100 percent
fixed," Town Manager David
Haller has said.

However, replacing the valve

Planning and
zoning staff resigns
EMMITSBURG, Md. -- Two planning and zoning employees

have resigned within a week of each other.
Town Planner Michael Lucas resigned at the end of November,

having served for two years. His last day on the job will be Dec. 16.
Lucas told The Dispatch that he will be pursuing a more lucrative
job offer elsewhere.

Zoning Technician Jennifer Joy resigned on Nov. 21, effective
immediately, after nearly two years with the town. When asked
her reason for leaving, Joy would only state she "could not in good
conscience remain in a position where doing the right thing was
the wrong thing."

Mayor James E. Hoover confirmed Dec. 5 that both employees
had resigned and told The Dispatch, "At this time my intention
is to reorganize the zoning staff, modify the hours of the current
employees and hire one additional part-time person."

Lucas and Joy did a considerable amount of legwork for the
recently approved community development block grant, Hoover
acknowledged (see related story, "Town receives $656,000 sewer
grant," in this issue).

Additionally, both employees testified during the town ethics
investigation of commissioners William B. O'Neil, Jr. and Arthur
Elder, concluded in April. - R. Fulton

must be accompanied by design
changes in the treatment plant.
Haller stated previously that the
best fix would be to replace the
current mixed pressure-driven and
gravity-flow system with an all
pressure-driven system, eliminating
the gravity flow portion of the line
entirely.

This change would need to be
coupled with improvements at the
treatment plant to deal with the
incoming pressurized wastewater.
The work could be completed
sometime in early 2006, according
to Haller.
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of the defendants named in the suit,
said, "I'm still sort of dumbfounded
(at being informed of the impending
litigation). I haven't heard any
reaction to it (from other members)
and don't have any (further)
insight."

Former Commissioner Joyce
Rosensteel said, "I'm shocked. I
don't really know what to think.
This is his (Elder's) town. I don't
sec how he can remain on the
board."

Former Commissioner Clifford
Sweeney agreed with Rosenstecl's
comment, adding, "I think they
should have left the recall provision
in (the election rules). They (certain
commissioners) have dragged this
town down into the gutter."

In reference to the claimed lack
of "due process" alleged by Elder,

Sweeney stated, "He was asked
to answer questions and denied
(did not participate)," adding, with
regard to the lawsuit, "He's doing
this and he's living in our town'?
This lawsuit doesn't make any
sense. Nobody did any damage to
him. He did it himself. The town
citizens did nothing to him."

Dianne L. Walbrecker, also a
former commissioner, said, "I'm
shocked. I'm horrified this has
turned into a circus. It has turned
into a circus for Art and the town.
It's a shame for our town that we
have spent so much time and energy
worrying about this. The town
needs to get back to the business of
serving the citizens."

Former board President Patrick
Boyle declined to comment on the
litigation.
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