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Emmitsburg argues
about its founding date

Editor's note: A question about the
year in which Emmitsburg was founded
was raised at the Feb. 3 town meeting.
Two who spoke about it were on the
meeting agenda. They submitted sum-
marized versions of what they planned
to say for the readers of this newspaper
Their prepared comments can be found
on p 10.

By Raymond Buchheister
Publisher

The Town meeting, regularly
scheduled at the Town office, was held
at the Sleep Inn on Feb. 3 in anticipa-
tion of a crowd. In fact more than 40
people came to exchange ideas about
whether or not Emmitsburg should rec-
ognize a different founding date than
1757, which appears on the Town's
seal, welcome signs, and elsewhere.

Michael Hillman made a presenta-
tion to Town officials to convince them
that the founding date is not 1757.
Hillman who resides in the
Emmitsburg 21727 area, is deeply
involved in the Emmitsburg Historical
Society, and is the creator of the web-
site www.emmitsburg.net. In an inter-
view he said, "I stumbled across the
error while doing deed research for a
tract of land called Fort Henry." ,

Land records. His argument rests
primarily on his 6-year-long research
into land records back to original land
grants. He studied deeds which he
overlaid on present tax maps to deter-
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mine the location of original bound-
aries. He maintains that the first written
mention of a town, or the name,
"Emmitsburg," is in a deed dated Aug.
12, 1785, conveying 35 acres from
Samuel Emmit to his son William,
"...wherein the lots of a new town of
Emmitsburg are laid out."

The Town's history published in the
1957 bi-centennial issue of The
Emmitsburg Chronicle has also come
under the scrutiny of Hillman. He
accuses the authors of deliberately fab-
ricating material to create the illusion
that a town existed in 1757,•even going
so far as to change wording in an earli-
er text. "The simple fact is, a fraud was
perpetrated on the residents in 1957,"
he said.

According to Mike Hillman, "This
is black and white, 1785 is right and
1757 is wrong." He has posted his find-
ings in an article, "Setting the Record
Straight, The Real History of
Emmitsburg's Founding," on his web-
site.

Introduced at meeting. Hillman
introduced the founding year question
at a meeting of the Emmitsburg
Historical Society on Jan. 20: He pre-
sented his view that the choice of 1757
is "erroneous" and had folders avail-
able with copies of supporting docu-
ments and maps, which he had pre-
pared for Emmitsburg Town commis-
sioners. Hillman proposed to present
his opinion to the Town as the repre-
sentative of the Emmitsburg Historical
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This sign, located on S. Seton Ave., is one of four that welcome motorist entering
Emmitsburg via a main route to the Town. The signs display a 1757 Founding
Date, which is being questioned by at least one resident.
Society.

One participant commended him
for his research and for his effort to
post it on his website. Another, Sr.
Betty Ann McNeal, DM, said his pres-
entation was "very extensive and thor-
ough." If there had been a debate, sister
said, "rather than a one-sided presenta-
tion with questions handled only at the
end," there might have been a resolu-
tion. And, "visuals might have helped."
But she, too, commended Hillman's
striving for accuracy and repeated the

maxim, "Accuracy is the badge of a
scholar." Sister is herself a scholar cur-
rently compiling the third volume of
the letters of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton.

After a lively discussion the
Historical Society regulars asked him
not to present his ideas to the Town, or
anywhere else, in their name, but only
in his own.

But Linda Junker, who was present
and was the other scheduled speaker at

—Continued on page 3

Town expects less State funds
for streets, parks, in fiscal 2003

Staff report

Emmitsburg expects cuts in its
State funding in the coming fiscal
year (July '03-June '04). Mayor Jim
Hoover told those present at the Feb. 3
Town meeting that Emmitsburg will
receive less money for streets and less
for parks.

The State Highway Administr-
ation collects revenue, such a gasoline
taxes. This is distributed, according to
a State formula, in different amounts
to Maryland municipalities to help

pay for repaving roads. Emmitsburg
uses the money for road maintenance,
snowplowing, and salt.

The Town expects to receive
$32,000 less this year. Mayor Hoover
said. The diminished funding would
be equivalent to raising property taxes
4 or 5 cents.

Each year, also, the Town applies
for grant money from Project Open
Space and normally gets between
$30,000 and $60,000. It uses the
money for new parks and recreation
equipment such as ball fields, tot lots,

bathrooms, and the purchase of land.
The grant requires a 25 percent

matching amount from the Town's
coffers and it can be spent only on
new equipment or land purchase.
Hoover said this funding isn't used for
park maintenance, and lack of the
money requested may result in some
projects being put off for a year or
two. He said the Town should expect
to see both these funds cut for at least
2 years.

Mayor Hoover attended the annual
Mayors' conference in Annapolis on
Jan. 30-Feb. 3. The Maryland
Municipal League held roundtable
discussions to inform, educate, and
build working relationships between
the State municipalities.



2 The Emmitsburg Dispatch, February 2003

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
The Emmitsburg Dispatch encourages its readers to express their thoughts and

opinions about issues that appear in this publication or affect the community. Letters

must be exclusive to the Dispatch and should be no longer than 300 words in length.

They must be signed and include the writer's address and phone number to be used for

verification. The Dispatch reserves the right to edit for content and space. Deadline for

letters is the 15th of each month.

Policy on letters
In this issue there is a letter to the

editor from New Hampshire. It was

submitted in typewritten form and

signed. It was not junk mail.
The Emmitsburg Dispatch reads

every email, letter, and article submit-

ted for publication. If letters run 300

words or fewer, they may be published

as is, with only errors in spelling and

punctuation corrected. We consider

emailed letters only. from subscribers

and persons living in this area. One

reason this newspaper exists is to

serve as an outlet for your opinions.

We invite you to submit letters. We

need them, not to fill space — we have

more than enough copy — but because

our readers need them. Our communi-

ty needs them as a means of dialogue.
Half of human problems occur
because of failures to communicate
well, or at all.

In a letter you can speak to Town
officials, fellow citizens, and many
people in other areas who subscribe or.
read The Emmitsburg Dispatch online.
With a letter to this newspaper, you
can speak out loud, silently, to every-
one, about any subject you choose.
You have a right to express your opin-
ions, and some of your ideas may ben-
efit us all.

Democracy thrives by the free
expression of the people and dies
without it.

Traffic patterns need to change
This letter is in regard to the amount

of traffic that is in our "small town." Is
the town looking into the amount of
vehicles that are going through here?
All these new homes are being built —
taking away from the small town we
were. Our little town is growing and we
need changes to our traffic patterns.

I think a potential location for a
bypass would be at Mount St. Mary's
College where the Pennsylvania resi-
dents could exit the highway and avoid

Emmitsburg totally.
Traffic coming from Jubilee is a

large amount— most vehicles are wait-
ing to make a left turn — that can take
an entire light for one vehicle to turn
left. If a bypass is not possible, how
about eliminating the parking spaces on
the "square" and putting in an extra lane
for left turning?

— Cathy Reaver
Emmitsburg

Developments benefit developers
As a 36-year resident of

Emmitsburg, I have seen a new public
school built; the parochial school
expanded; new wells drilled; new water
and sewage treatment plants installed;
Main Street reconstructed; the Vigilant
Hose Company expanded • and re-
equipped; the ambulance company
established; St. Catherine's Nursing
Home opened, and the former campus
or St. Joseph's College sold to the feder-
al government for FEMA's use. These
are all changes that benefit the general
public.

I have also seen changes that do not

benefit the general public, including

more traffic, more air pollution, more

sewer and water problems, school over-

• crowding, and higher taxes to correct all

of the above. Higher taxes, Cff course,

lower the value of the current residents'

real estate. These negative changes are

brought on by large-scale developments

in the area that benefit primarily the

developers, who plan to get richer

quicker than the rest or us and leave.

Perhaps those favoring development

can explain why the many residents

should suffer to benefit the few devel-

opers. I refer specifically to the fact that

every $1 brought in by development

tends to bring with it $1.50, plug, of

expenses. The residents of Woodsboro

understand this; they voted to reject
annexation. Common sense tells us in

Emmitsburg to shut the door on large
developments.

If you want Emmitsburg to stay as it

is, vote down annexation of the Boyle
farm, with its proposed . 130 houses.

Demand realistic impact fees large

enough to cover all the costs caused by

any large development within the Town
limits. And remember, eternal vigilance

is the price of quality of life, as well as
of liberty.

—Harold C. Craig, Jr.
Emmitsburg

Reader shocked
by editor's intolerance

I am deeply shocked at the reli-
gious intolerance displayed by Bill
Steo in his December editorial. Mr.
Steo writes, "It is merely natural to
know there is some one ultimate reason
why the universe continues to exist and
to call it ̀ God'." Amazingly, Mr. Steo
goes on to dictate that all levels of gov-
ernment should then display a list of
Commandments which begins with
"Worship the one God at least once a
week." It is clearly not a proven fact
that there. is "one ultimate reason why
the universe continues." That quote is
merely the opinion of Mr. Steo and his

particular religion. Why, then, does he
wish to impose on everybody his own
(and in my opinion, simplistic) view-
point on the mysteries of the universe?

Public institutions and all levels of

government in these United States
exist to serve and protect all of the peo-
ple, and all of their vastly different
spiritual paths. Perhaps in the danger-
ous kingdom of Steo you can be told to
"Worship the one God at least once a
week," but most certainly not in

America.
—Robert Streeter

Tamworth, NH

Commandments for practicing MD law
Your Editorial in the Emmitsburg

Dispatch, December 2002, in which
you voiced your support for the display
of God's Ten Commandments on pub-
lic property in Frederick and concluded
the article with your personal shortened
version of those commandments was
most interesting. I am in full support of
the original Ten Commandments wher-
ever as well as your thoughtful short-
ened ones. As you stated, who could
complain?

Having studied not only God's laws
(at 3 Catholic schools in Emmitsburg)
but also man's laws (graduate of the
University of Baltimore, Juris Doctor) I

am aware of a somewhat similar corre-

lation of the Ten Commandments by a

noted judge which are suggested to be

used as guidance in the professional

practice of man's laws. Perhaps they

will be of interest to you and the gener-

al public, too. They are:

'• I Thou shalt know the
Maryland rules of procedure.

II Thou shalt not procrastinate.
III Thou shalt communicate

with thy client.
IV Thou shalt be honest with

thyself and in thy dealings with others.
V Thou shalt never lie to a

Court.
VI Thou shalt develop a bathtub

mind (when the case is concluded, pull
the plug and prepare for the next.)

VII Thou shalt be prepared for
thy case.

Vill Thou shalt never accept a
'case that you know you are not quali-
fied to handle.

I X Thou shalt be courteous.
X Thou shalt not be intimidated

by the judge.

— Ronald V. Joy
Westminster, MD

Publication was postponed
The publication of this issue was postponed so that The Emmitsburg

Dispatch could report on the Town meeting. It may postpone future issues
for the same purpose. The publication date is the 7th of the month or
shortly after.

NOTICE

COULD YOUR ALLEY WAYS BE AFFECTED
ONE-WAY, NO THROUGH, OR EVEN CLOSURE

February 19th at 7:30 P.M.

Emmitsburg Streets & Transportation Committee
invite town residents to an important meeting to discuss

a recommendation that could affect your alley.

Don't miss out!
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Michael Hillman refers to an old map during a presentation he gave at a Town
meeting on Feb 3. Town manager, Dave Haller (right) holds the map and Donna
Thompson, Town Clerk, (left) records the official meeting minutes. Hillman

believes the true founding date of Emmitsburg is 1785, not 1757.

Founding Date
—Continued from page 1

the Town meeting, says no one protest-
ed their request. "And I wouldn't say
the feeling was unanimous." No formal
vote was taken. On his website, howev-
er, Hillman quickly replaced the
Greater Emmitsburg Historical Society
with his own name in reference to this
issue.

One week after the Jan. 20 meeting,
Hillman held another at his house. It
was not advertised on his website. He
sent an invitation, via email, to a select

group of those who had not opposed his
representing the Historical Society.

They attended this special meeting and
agreed to allow him to present his
views on the founding date in the name
of the Society.

Again, he changed the website ref-
erence, removing his name from the
article and replacing it with "Greater
Emmitsburg Historical Society."

Another claim. In an email to the
Emmitsburg Business and Professional
Association (EBPA), Hillman claimed
that Mount St. Mary's historian, Rev.
Daniel Nusbaum, is "in complete
agreement" with him about the found-
ing date. This has been denied.

Fr. Nusbaum told The Emmitsburg
Dispatch that he hasn't seen Hillman's
research. "I haven't researched the his-
tory of Emmitsburg and refuse to do so
at this time. I don't want to be part of
the argument." Nusbaum, who didn't
criticize Hillman or Junker, is sched-
uled to speak on the early history of this
area, prior to 1730, at a meeting of the
EBPA on Feb. 19.

Mark Hudson, executive director of
, the Historical Society of Frederick

County, Inc., has invited Hillman, "to
make his case to our membership as
part of our Lecture Series this year. He
will be speaking at 7:30 p.m. on March
11 in the Community Room of the C.
Burr arts Central Library."

Other newspapers. The
Walkersville/Thurmont Gazette pub-
lished an article about Hillman's pro-
posal ("Resident questions Town of
Emmitsburg's actual founding date,"
Jan. 9, 2003, p. A-5). The Washington
Post (the Post company owns the
Gazette) then sent a reporter, David
Snyder, who circulated around town,
asked his own questions, and wrote an
article that appeared in the Jan. 26 issue
(p. C 1). Snyder quoted a few area res-
idents, ' including Town Council
President Pat Boyle and former mayor,
William Carr.

Mark Hudson told him, "There is
no objective appropriate means for
determining a town's founding date."
In an email obtained by The
Emmitsburg Dispatch, Hudson said,
also, "I am not aware of a specific pro-
tocol for determining the date of found-
ing for a town. Most often that is left to
the citizens of the community to deter-
mine."

Pangs of urbanization. Hillman
and others think the Post became inter-
ested in the subject because it illus-
trates the pangs of growing urbaniza-
tion. Recently the Post published arti-
cles about the painful decline of small
towns because of development. (See
"The Bulldozers Come For Another
Pretty Place," by Mary Katherine
Ishee, Jan. 12, 2003, p. B 8, and "Plenty
of Charm. No Aspirin. I'm Outta
There," by Peter Heyrman, Jan. 5,
2003, p. B 5.)

Hillman, who is the source and
focus for the Post article, did not like it.
He did not set a link to it on his web-
site, although he links to almost every-
thing relating to Emmitsburg, except
The Emmitsburg Dispatch.

Accusation. During the town meet-
ing an unexpected accusation against
Hillman came from Linda Junker.
While doing her research, she found
significant differences between the
essay, "Emmitsburg: The Municipal
Corporation" by Joseph S. Welty that
appears in the book Emmitsburg
History & Society, and the reprint that
was posted by Hillman on
Emmitsburg.net. She noted that
Hillman's revision lent support to his
arguments for changing the founding
date, while the original did not.

Mr. Welty said, "No one has asked
to publish anything, and no one sought
permission to change anything," Junker
noted for the Town officials that,
"Altering the intellectual property of
another person is a serious violation of
professional integrity and raises ques-
tions about the ethical management of
the website and the reliability of Mr.
Hillman's research."

Hillman did admit to making
changes to the essay. He told The
Emmitsburg Dispatch that the copy-
right to the article • is owned by Eric
Glass, the former owner of The
Emmitsburg Chronicle, who, he says,
gave him verbal permission to use its
contents. "While my intentions were
simply to correct an error in fact, noth-
ing more, in hindsight, I should have
left it alone."

The essay on Emmitsburg.net now
appears with an editor's note letting the
reader know the paragraph has been
revised. A link provides Welty's origi-
nal paragraph with his recent consent to
the revision.

"Teachable moment." Junker
identified an important point connected
to recognition of the Town's founding
date. She says citizens have a right to
feel a sense of ownership of their town,
and to foster and celebrate it. "They
should be open to other views and look
on all this as a teachable moment about
the history of Emmitsburg."

Those opposing Hillman's argu-
ment, which focuses narrowly on cer-
tain data and calls other views erro-
neous, say that he has ignored the
broader question of how a town deter-
mines the date of its founding.

Sister Betty Ann McNeil remarked,
"This is not about writing a new histor-
ical record but reading history anew—
in a new way," There is no standard
definition of "foundation" of a town.
So when was Emmitsburg founded? It
depends on what townspeople think a
town is, and what are the actions that
establish a town.

Community effort. The proposal
to celebrate a different founding date
for Enrunitsburg raises several ques-

tions. The answers would derive from
_multiple perspectives and social values,
Sister Betty Ann says. She thinks a
long-term solution would require the
participation of citizens with a sense of
community identity and of responsible
stewardship of the Town's cultural
legacy.

Sister thinks that the heritage of
Emmitsburg should be preserved by
continuing to use the traditional found-
ing date, 1757. Her conclusion, howev-
er, is that one of several dates can accu-
rately be considered the founding date
of Emmitsburg, and recommends con-
sultation with professional historians
from outside the area to suggest the
best one.

On Feb 5, in an email to Dr. Hoda
Zaki, Chairman of the Department of
History and Political Science at Hood
College, Hillman claimed his "infor-
mation and conclusions have been peer
reviewed and concurred with by a local
degreed historian, 2 lawyers, and
numerous professionals," but did not
name them. Seeking his consultation he
said, "our research and conclusions will
benefit from a review by a body of
expert historians, such as facility [fac-
ulty] of the Hood History Department."

Date affects other things. For
some this issue is an emotional one,
particularly those looking forward to
the celebration of 250th anniversary of
Emmitsburg's Founding in 2007. If the
founding date were changed, the
anniversary wouldn't be celebtated
until 2035 when many of the Town's
older citizens may not be alive.

If the town commissioners attempt
to change the date recognized as the
founding date of Emmitsburg (if they
alone can legally change it), they will
have many other things to consider —
the official Town seal and flag,
Emmitsburg's placement on the
National Register of Historic Places,
and who is the Town's founding father,
traditionally said to be Samuel Emmit,
by his purchase in 1757 of 2,250 acres
that included land where Emmitsburg
is now located.

Decision postponed. The board of
commissioners heard 20-minute pre-
sentations from both Hillman and
Junker, and public comments from 12
others who signed up. A folder was
filled to more than 2 inches thick with
material submitted by those present and
some who were not.

Seeming overwhelmed with all
they had heard and received, President
Pat Boyle and the other commissioners
tabled the issue, agreeing that the pro-
posal requires long and careful deliber-
ation. Mayor Jim Hoover made a rec-
ommendation that a time be set for a
decision, but it was not given much
consideration.

At the end of the Town meeting, the
proposal to declare a different founding
date for Emmitsburg remained unan-
swered.


