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Vol. TV, No 11 Gaining Strength From One Another

Ground-breaking ceremonies at the new site of Emmitsburg Panes, Inc.

EPI is the first business to be established in Emmitsburg's East Industrial

Park. (Left to right) Rick Paxton, F&M; Phil Topper, Morgan-Keller; Dan

Heaver, EPI; Mayor Carr; Greg Heaver, EPI; Maria Pryor, Profit &

Pryor; Dave Dillon, Proj. Mgr.; Travis Drake, Fox. A Dispatch Photo

Ambulance Company Plans For the Future

The Fmmitsburg Ambulance Com-

pany is looking at ways to plan for the

increased demands for their services.

Acccording to Tom Topper, chief

of the company, the number of calls

have doubled in the last year putting

more and more miles on their mobile

units and requiring the purchase of a

new vehicle.

Mandates required by federal

agencies, such as changes in procedures

and facilities to handle infectious dis-

eases (i.e. shower facilities) must be

met, and facilities to accommodate the

increasing number of women now serv-

ing with the company must be consid-

ered.

In addition, volunteers who live

more than five minutes away from the
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company need to remain overnight

when pulling their shift. "We need to

maintain a 5-minute response time to

calls," Topper said.

The company, which has been at its

present location on South Seton Avenue

for eight years and leases the land from

Frederick County for a nominal fee, is

facing an obvious need for future expan-

sion.

They began to address the problems
in 1994 when the disposition of the pre-

sent community center building and

land was in jeopardy of being sold to

private developers. At that time the

company approached the Frederick

County Board of Commissioners re-

questing additional property for future

(See AMBULANCE on page 2)

Inside: We are happy to provide "birthing space" for _
The New. Fairfield Herald

Town Planning Commitee
Challenges County's School
Plans

At their October 28 meeting, mem-

bers of the Planning and Zoning Com-

mittee made clear that they don't want

the town's young students bussed to a

proposed new elementary school in

Thurmont.

The meeting was scheduled with

Ray Barnes, director of planning and

facilities for the Board of Education, to

discuss the Board's recent an-

nouncement that a potential site for the

new area elementary school was on

land adjacent to Catoctin High School

in Thurmont. The school would help to

relieve overcrowding in the northern

part of the county, and is expected to be

built in 2001.

"When is the Board of Education going

to recognize Emmitsburg is up here ?"
chairman Gene Myers asked Mr. Barnes.
Myers said he served on the committee that
planned for Catoctin High School and that
ever since then the Thurmont school
boundaries have been altered gradually.

"When they built the middle school they
said this is the last time we'll take student's
from Emmitsbug," Myers said. "Now you
want to relieve Emmitsburg's expected
overcrowding by taking elementary stu-
dents to a new school in Thurmont. It just
doesn't make sense."

-It's like the school board thinks the

county line stops at Thurmont," com-

mittee member Sarah Miller said.

Other commission members com-
plained about the distance their

(Please see SCHOOL on page 3)

Farmers Distressed By Weather
By Mike Hillman

Farmers always complain about the

weather or so it is said. But this year

they have had a lot to complain about.

The winter that never seemed to end was

quickly followed by one of the wettest

springs in recent memory. According to

Joe Wivell, who has been farming al-

most 450 acres cast of Emmitsburg since

1951, on a typical year farmers in this

area can usually count on getting into

their fields in late April or the beginning

of May. This year, however, most were

lucky if they were able to start their

spring planting by June. "It seemed as
if almost every other day we had rain,"

Joe said, "and when the ground did man-

age to dry out almost enough to till, it

would rain again, and we would be back
to square one."Spring showers soon

turned into summer monsoons, and

those farmers who were lucky enough to

get their corn crops in suddenly round (Please see

themselves faced with the dilemma of

trying to harvest oats, barley, and

wheat crops from swampy fields. Last

year most fields were rock hard by the

end of June. This year almost every

field had some standing water.

According to Frank Williams, who

has been custom farming over 3500

acres around Emmitsburg since 1966,
there are fields even today that have
yet to dry out. Those farmers who did
risk harvesting grain crops early in the

spring found that the damage done to
the field as a result of the tractors'

sinking into the mud far outweighed

the benefit of retrieving the crops.Like

most farmers, Frank Williams was
only able to harvest a fraction of his
spring grain crops. Typically, Frank
pulls in 25,000 bales of straw. This
year lie feels lucky to have brought in

Farmers on page 5)
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Letters to the
Top Ten Reasons To Vote

For some time I have been thinking
about why everyone should participate
in the coming election. These are ten
reasons why I feel every citizen has the
right and responsibility to participate in
the voting process. They are based
upon the fact that the officials we elect
will determine the following:
1. Supreme Court replacement
2. Lower appellate court replace-

ments
3. Senior Secretary and administra-
tion staff structures
4. National I lealth Care programs
5. Social welfare programs
6. Military force implementation
7. Economic policies
8. Future tax structures
9. Foreign policy programs
10. Education support programs

Jack Williams
Fairfield

The fall of the bridge at Four
Points

According to the Chief of County
Bridge Engineering, Tom Munier, by
the end of October the contractors
who have the contract to repair and
renovate the Four Points Bridge plan
to lift the bridge with cranes to the
west side of Toms Creek to facilitate
its repair.

Some of the inspectors involved
with the bridge believe that the cause
of destruction of the bridge was the
large heavy canvas covering it for
part of the process of lead paint re-
moval. The canvas was hanging
down in the water and did not allow
the water to go over the bridge and
therefore pushing it off the founda-
tion.

One of the inspectors thinks that it
is a mistake to replace such a flimsy
structure. There is a petition signed
by many local families asking the
county commissioners not to put the
old bridge back, but to replace it with
a much stronger 2-lane concrete struc-
ture.

We regret that the decision to re-
place the old bridge is being made by
people who do not use it, including
the Historical Society. We need a
sturdy bridge that school buses,
heavy farm equipment, and fire appa-
ratus can use.

It is important for the residents of
our community to have a safe means
for traffic to cross Toms Creek. Dur-
ing the 45 years we have lived on
Four Points Bridge Road there have
been times when there was a call for
water rescues but the fire company
could not help because the bridge was
too weak for them to reach the
flooded area. It takes only 2 inches of
rain to flood the area around the
bridge, which makes it impossible to
travel over it.

I hope those who make the deci-
sions will consider these important
points. We believe that the best place
for the damaged bridge is to be set in
a nearby field for the public to ob-
serve as an historic site.

Paul Beale
Emmitsburg

Structure of FourPoints Bridge damaqd in flooding caused by Hurricane
Fran Photo courtesy of Paul Beale

Town News.
Proposal for new Eagle Oil site

in town

At the October 7 Town Meeting the
commissioners reviewed the Concept
Plan for the Eagle Oil commercial site
proposed for Silo Hill Road.

The facility will have a 1,400 square
foot convenience store under a canopy
with eight fueling positions. The pro-
posed car wash will be put on hold for
now due to the limited water supplies
in town.
A 10-foot berm is proposed to act as

a buffer zone between the proposed
commercial area and Silo Hill Subdivi-
sion and the lighting of the facility will
be concentrated on the facility itself so
as not to disturb residents in nearby
areas. Hours of operation will prob-
ably be those of McDonald's and Jubi-
lee Foods.

Eagle Oil will now submit Prelimi-
nary Plans to the Planning and Zoning
Commission.

Special Events Parking on W. Lin-
coln Avenue

The commissioners voted to desig-
nate West Lincoln Avenue behind the

•

Vigilant Hose Company as a special
parking area with appropriate signage.
This will allow overflow parking for
those attending special events in the
area. A special events parking permit,
costing S30 for one day, will be re-
quired of the organization sponsoring
the event.

Water Systems Improvements

Town Manager Yvette Semler
stated that an analysis of the Flat Run
area was completed and that it will be
discussed at a future Town Meeting.
She also reported that the plans for
Mountain View Road and Waynesboro
Pike have been finalized and will be bid
as soon as possible since this area has
to be done by April of 1997.
Phase I (Emmit Gardens) of the water

system improvements has been bid out
to Mid-Atlantic Utilities and they will
start April of 1997. Phases H and III
(North and South Seton Avenue) have
been bid out to D.L. George and Sons
and will also start April of 1997.

The sewer line project which runs
along Flat Run and Creekside Apart-
ments is to be started when it receives

(See MEETING on page 3)

AMBULANCE from page 1

pposition and ensure the operation of
their present level of service while be-
ing able to meet future demands for
service resulting from the growth of the
community.

The county commissioners asked
that the Ambulance Company have the
blessing of the town government so the
company presented a site survey plan to
both the town's Planning and Zoning
Committe and the Town Council for an
endorsement. Both bodies endoresed
the survey plan in 1995.

One reaction that vibrated through
the community was how the ideas pre-
sented on the survey plan would affect
the aesthetics of the Community Cen-
ter. There was also concern about the
avai labl ity of parking at the Community
Center as it undergoes renovation and
becomes a center for more activities.

At a recent meeting of area resi-
dents who live both in and out of town
limits these concerns were expressed as
well as their strong support and appre-
ciation for the services provided by the
ambulance company. It is their hope
that the extension of the building will
not go in front of the community center,
and that there will be some way they
can work with the company to find
other sites or alternative solutions to the
need for expansion.

Torn Topper says he is aware of how
many people feel about the idea of ex-
panding across the front of the Corn mu-
nity Center building but "We do not
have the bulldozers lined up ready to
spring into action," he said. " We are
faced with difficult problems and are
willing to work with any individual or
group within the community who can
help us resolve our problems."

We welcome letters to the editor, wedding and birth an-
nouncements, family reunions, special awards. ..all the news you
would like to share with your neighbors. Make the Dispatch the
next best thing to a backyard fence.

•
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M DE approval and has been bid out to

D.L. George and Sons.

DFC Hunter reassigned

It was announced that resident

deputy DFC Hunter had been reas-

signed and that his last day in Em- -

mitsburg would be October I 1,

1996. The council voted to present

DFC Hunter with a procalmation at

the November 4 Town Meeting.

DFC Denny Derry will be the town's

new resident deputy. (See story on

page 9.)

November 4 Public Hearing and
Town Meeting

There will be a Public Hearing on

November 4 at 7:00 p.m. to consider

the proposed noise ordinance (96-11)

and ordinances (96-17 & 96-18) re-

garding restrictions within municipal

right-of-ways. The Town Meeting will

begin at 7:30 p.m at the Town office.

Items on the Town Meeting agenda:

*Presentation of proclamation to DFC

(SCHOOLS from page 1)

children had to travel. Tom Topper

said his daughter is up at 5:30 a.m. to

catch a 6:30 bus and then rides 45

minutes to an hour to school. Julie

Seifert said "It is unfair to our children

that they should be expected to live like

adults, getting up at 5:30 in the morning

to go to school."
"It is not a good situation," Barnes

said, "but not an uncommon one in

Frederick County which has more bus

milege than any other county in the

state."
The commissioners suggested redis-

tricting would relieve the overcrowd-

ing at Thurmont Elementary, which is

running at 123 percent capacity, and

would bring students back to Em-

mitsburg Elementary which is cur-

Robert F. Gauss & Assoc.
Professional Land Surveyors

Land Surveying
Engineering

Planning

301 447-2222
FAX 301-447-3158

Emmit House, Box 128

601 W. Main St.

Emmitsburg, MD 21727

Concern over Cedar Ave.
dimensions

Ms. Semler reported that she met
with Neil Spil ler, a traffic engineer

with Frederick County, during which

he reviewed the Southgate plans.

Mr. Spiller has a concern with the

width of Cedar Avenue in that it

goes from 32 feet to 20 feet as well
as the fact that there are no side-

walks. Ms. Semler is checking with

the Town's attorney to see if the

Council can do something about this
issue.

Hunter
*State Highway Administration's

Traffice Study Report on Intersection

of Rt. 140 and Silo Hill Road

* Set free parking dates for December

*Frailey Road street light concerns -

Robert Gauss
*Vacansies on the Board of Appeals

and Economic Renewal Committee

*Southgate/Cedar Avenue discussion

*Overview of police report - Christina
Stevenson
*Water supply system update

rently at 86 percent capacity. It was

also suggested that a reasonable option

might be to add an addition to the Em-

mitsburg Elementary school when it

became overcrowded rather than bus

elementary students to Thurmont.
According to Barnes, schools are

being built in Thurmont because that is

where the growth is. Town Commis-

sioner Clifford Sweeney asked Mr.

Barnes if the Board of Education was

aware that within a few months a new

water processing plant will be built for

the town which will speed up growth

in the Emmitsburg area. Mr. Barnes

agreed that if development plans are

going forward that might make a dif-
ference.
" I've heard your message," Mr.

Barnes said, "and we will take a look

at all the options."

„WINDSONG
Cards and Gifts

Russell Stover Candies
Leanin' Tree Xmas Cards and Mugs

24 West Main Street
Emmitsburg, MD 21727

1-301-447-3636
eumok, Tues., Wed., Thu4rs.:s:Sa t.•1022.m -6

Fri 12 a.m. to 9 p.m. Used Sodays

James K. Nicholson
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How much is that pumkin in the window?

Winners of the first pumpkin carving contest and Halloween luncheon

celebration at the town hall. All the creative work was done at home.Win-

ners (Ito right) front row: Julie Seifert, Most Artistic; Helen Beaver, Most

Traditional; Eva Miller, Funniest. Back row: Bill Boyd Ugliest; Dan Fissel,

Scariest. Mayor Carr was given the scary job of judging. A Dispatch Photo

Four Points Bridge:
Update

by Mike Hillman

As we go to print, the county is still

developing its options on what to do

with Four Points Bridge. The county

had hoped to have a plan by now, but

the position of the bridge in Toms
Creek has hampered efforts to get an
accurate assessment of the damage and
the bridge's repairability. To expedite
the process, the county has directed the

contractor responsible for the bridge
repair to remove the bridge from Toms

Creek, where it has lain since being

washed away by Hurricane Fran.
Before the contractor can actually

lift the bridge from Toms Creek, a lift-

ing feasibility study must be done to

insure that no further damage will be

done to the bridge. Once the lifting

plan is approved, power and telephone

utilities must remove lines on the east

side of the creek. Current plans call for

the bridge to be lifted sometime within

the next three to four weeks, and to be

placed on the access road on the east

side of Toms Creek.
Once the bridge is out of the water,

the contractor and county engineers

will be able to get an accurate assess-

ment of the damage, and efforts to-

wards restoration or replacement will

shift into high gear.
Ace Dispatch reporters Jonathan and

Christopher Kubala will be keeping

their eyes peeled for any impending

activity around the bridge. Once the

actual lifting date has been set, the Dis-

patch will notify the community. Local

residents are encouraged to witness the

event. A large turn out will send a

strong signal to our county commis-

sioners that the restoration of Four

Points Bridge is an important priority

to the Emmitsburg community.

FLOWERS FOR YOU, INC.
200 S. SETON AVE. EmmiTsbuRq, MD (301) 447-6655

Set the table with your warmest wishes.
Copper Colander Centerpiece

The perfect complement to any Thanksgiving
dinner, this unique keepsake is crafted of copper
and features handles of brass and ceramic.
To send this memorable gift anywhere in the U.S.,

call or visit our shop.

Normal hours: Monday- Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Saturday 9

UPS & FAX for your convenience.

-Or


