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DETRIOT LETTER
CONCLUDED.

Interesting Impressions from
John J. Reid,

PART III, by JOHN J. REID.

Now a few incidents in which the
colored brethren figured. In the
Spring of 1920 we were very busy,
and I had a gang of 6 men-4 white
and 2 colored—working for me on
axle inspection. The colored fellows
were truckers, and it was their job to
get the axles out of the inspectors'
way, after they were 0. K'd, and
pile them up for the dock men. One
of them, "Bill," was short and very
black, while the other, "Sam," was
tall and light. One day Bill came to
me, and said, "Sam won't do his
share of the work." I went to Sam
and asked him what he meant by
refusing to work. "W'ok," he said,
"I didn't hire him in to wo'k." I asked
him for what he hired in then, and
his reply was, "To make money."
And after 8 years experience in a
big factory. I have come to the con-
clusion that he has lots of company
in that line, both black and white.
Some time in 1919, a Professor at

the University of Michigan, predicted
that the world would come to an end
on a certain day. On the morning of
this day, when I went into the shop, I
meet one of the truckers, named John,
who was an inveterate gambler, his
spealties being, crap and poker, usu-
ally played in an empty box car, at
noon. I noticed that he looked very
solemn, and asked him what was
wrong. He said, "Why Mr. Reid,
didn't you see the papah?" I told him
I had and asked him what was in it to
scare him so, and he said, "The wo'ld
is comin' to an end," I teased him a
little about it, and told him that this
was not the first time this had been
predicted, and that the old world was
here yet,but he was badly scared, and
was sure that this was the time it
was going to be true, as he said that
the Professor was a learned man, and
ought to know. Finally, I said "Well,
John, what are you doing to get ready
for it?" He replied, "Well, Mr. Reid,
I done stopped playing poker and
shooting crap, and I had $200 in bank,
so I went down and drawed it out and
spent it. The end of the wo'ld ain't
goin' to ketch me with two hundred
dollars in Bank." The next morning
he was himself again, and the first
thing he said was, "There's going to
be a dandy game in the car at noon."

After I was transferred to the Ser-
vice Division, which worked on the
4th. floor, I had to get gauges and
prints from the crib on the second
floor, where the automatic screw ma-
chines were. The iron that is milled
off, to make the desired article, is
called "chips," and the men who take
it away from the machines are called
"chipmen." All these were colored
fellows, and among them was a Bap-
tist preacher originally from Ala-
bama. One day I was carrying a
sclereoscope, a small instrument us-
ed for determining the hardness of
case hardened articles, such as spin-
dle pins and bushings, back to its
proper crib, when he stopped me with
the question, "Say, Mister, what is
that you all is carrying?" Just for
fun, I told him it was my baby. He
said, "Is that all the kind of baby you
can afford?" I then told him I had
6 big boys and he wanted to know
why I was working if I had so many
boys. To answer him, I asked him if
he was a preacher. He said, "Yes
Sir, I preaches the Gospel," I then
asked him what he was working in
a factory for if he was a preacher.
He said, "I'll tell you a story," and
this is how he illustrated his stand
in doing other work than preaching.
"A white Captain and two colored

boys were out in a boat, and a terrible
storm arose. The Captain said to the
colored boys, "If you fellows ever
prayed, pray now, for this is the worst
storm I was every out in and I am
afraid that we are all going to be
lost." One of the boys arose, look-
ed out of the cabin window, and then
said, "Cap'n, all I know is the Lord's
Prayer, and it ain't worth a d—n in
this kind of a storm." He added,
"That's the way it is with my preach-
ing, when it comes to making a liv-
ing." He chewed tobacco and
smoked, and I kidded him about it,
finally asking him if he would take
a drink of whiskey, if he could get
it. His reply was, "Sure, if my
Mastah don't want me to use tobacco
or whiskey, he had no business to
make it."
There was another colored man,

named Anthony, who worked as a
trucker in the stock room, who claim-
ed to be sanctified and who would not
eat anything from Thursday evening
until Saturday morning. He certain-
ly knew the Bible, and could quote
Scripture to prove any point he wish-
ed to make, or prove his position on
religious matters. On Armistic Day,
in 1920, when I was working in the
stock room, helping to take inventory
a number of us were teasing him,
and just before we went home at
noon, he sent down from another
floor, to which he had taken a truck
load of stock, a slip of paper on
which was written Isaiah 56:10-11. I
will not quote the verse but if your
readers will look it up, they will find
out what he thought of us. He
was as fine a colored man as I ever
met, hard working and conscientious
in his work, and was with Plant 3 of
Tinkens, until it was abandoned. I
could relate a number of incidents
which have fixed themselves on my
memory, but will close by telling you
how a friend of mine made a slip of

A KENT COUNTY FIGHT.

Between County Commissioners and
Board of Education.

A fight is on in Kent county be-
tween the County Cimmissioners and
the Board of Education, something
like that of Carroll County, the point
at issue being the cost of school
buildings, and the conflict over au-
thority between the two Boards, as
to which shall decide in such cases.
The case responsible for the fight is
one representing a demand for $2000.
for a building, while the commission-
ers allowed but $1200., and entered
into a contract for the building.

School Superintendent Robinson
demanded $2000., for the building and
was supported by State Superin-
tendent of Education, A S. Cook, who
stated that all schools of the State
must be constructed under the sup-
ervision of the State architect and
can only be accepted with his approv-
al. In this case the architect was
ignored.
One of the objections to the build-

ing is that it is lighted by windows
on three sides, while the State says
the children shall have the light on
one side. Another is that the ceiling
shall be 10.6 feet. The present build-
ing is but nine feet from ceiling to
floor.
Mr. Robinson says he has the op-

inion of the Attorney-General's office
that the action of the County Com-
missioners in erecting the school was
illegal and that money raised by
taxes for school purposes can only be
spent by the County Board of Educa-
tion. The dispute over the building
has been going on since its completion
in October.

Christmas Hints.

Are you going to give yourself a
Christmas or New Year's gift? If
you have any doubts as to what it
shall be, Dr. John S. Fulton, Director
of the State Department of Health
recommends that you solve the prob-
lem by giving yourself the benefit of
a complete physical examination by
your family doctor.
"Be at least as considerate of your-

self," he said, "As you are of your
automobile. You know that your car
will wear out and go•to pieces if you
don't take proper care of it. Conse-
quently, you keep your eyes open for
signs of a break or even of weakness
in any part of it. But we are all in-
clined to treat the human machine as
though it would run on forever with-
out any special care or attention.
"If the vital organs of your auto-

mobile wear out, you can replace them
by new parts from the factory. Re-
placements are not possible in the
human machine, but you can keep
the machine. in good shape and geared
up for efficient service by submitting
it for a thorough inspection at regu-
lar intervals to your family physi-
cian.
"Each of us has a certain amount

of physical capital. If we give it in-
telligent care, it should yield us sat-
isfactory returns in the way of
health. If we draw upon it too heav-
ily, we become physical bankrupts. A
timely auditing of our resources at
regular intervals, may reveal unsus-
pected weakness, and will show us
where we need to conserve our en-
ergies.
"Health examinations of babies and

young children, at regular intervals
are arranged for now, as a matter of
course, because every up-to-date
young mother knows that it is easier
to keep a baby well while it is well.
The boys and girls of school age are
forming the habit, too, of regular ex-
aminations by the family doctor or
dentist, through the medical inspec-
tion which is now a matter of rou-
tine in our schools. It is only some
of the grown-ups who have not waked
up to the fact that a careful exami-
nation may prove to be the ounce of
prevention that will save them from
the more costly pound of cure.
"Here are the periods at which

physical exminations of persons who
are to all appearances well, and in
good health, should be made regular-
ly,

Birth to 6 months, once a month.
6 months to 1 year, every 2 months
1 year to 6 years, four times a year.
6 years to 12 years, twice a year.
After 12 years, once a year.

Att'y Edw. 0. Weant Takes in a
Partner.

Edward O. Weant has taken into
partnership with him, effective Jan-
uary 1, A. Earl Shipley, at present a
clerk in the County Clerk's office. Mr.
Weant finds the assistance of a part-
ner necessary, due to his increasing
business; besides, his health has not
been very robust for some time.
The resignation of Mr. Shipley will

cause the promotions of L. D. Maus
and C. M. Copenhaver, who are also
clerks in the office of E. M. Mellor,
County Clerk. Mr. Shipley has re-
cently been admitted as a member of
the Maryland Bar.

speech, that I do not suppose he will
ever cease hearing about. He is a
Canadian, a fine fellow, ready to do
any one a favor, and a general fav-
orite in the shop. One day some one
brought around a political petition of
some kind, and on its being presented
to "Mac," he said "I can't sign that I
am not "civilized." Of course he
meant "naturalized." But ever
since, when a political paper is
brought around for signatures, some
one will say. "Don't ask Mac—he's not
"civilized." He takes it good-natur-
ally, and it is because of this fact
that I am relating this incident.

JOHN J. REID.
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WE EXTEND TO ALL, our best wishes
for Peace and Prosperity, at this Christmas
time, and throughout the New Year; ever re-
membering that "Peace rules the day when
Reason rules the mind;" that without Peace
there is no Happiness, and that both are the
product of mutual effort—on the part of our-
selves and others. There is nothing that so
proclaims the man, as his efforts to make, and
hold, friendships!

••=-, 4-1-zfl:s 743,L'IMUa)

PROCEEDINGS OF COURT.

Jury Discharged to Wait for Furth-
er Orders.

Case No. 1—Titus S. Snyder vs.
Ephraim E. Webster and wife, tried
before the Jury; verdict for the
Plaintiff for damages assessed at
$118.41. Steele for the Plaintiff and
Weant, Bond and Boylan for the de-
fendant.

Case No. 4—Abner Devilbiss vs.
Orlando Angeluccio. Tried before the
Court; verdict for damages assessed
at $120.00.
Case No. 7—Theodore F. King vs.

A. Clayton Bell. Tried before the
Jury; damages for the plaintiff as
sessed at $210.18. Clemson and
Steele for the plaintiff and D. E.
Walsh for the defendant.
Case No. 11—Harry B. Stouffer and

wife vs David C. Nusbaum, et. al.
Jury; damages for the plaintiff as-
plaintiff for damages assessed at
$100.00. Steele for the plaintiff and
Weant and Brown for the defendant.
Case No. 17—Sophrina P. Eader vs

Francanna Shear, et. al. Tried be-
fore the Jury; verdict for the plaintiff
with damages assessed at $1.00. Steele
for the plaintiff and Brown for the
defendant.
Case No. 34—Laura E. Buckingham

vs John Oliver Buckingham. Jury
trial. Verdict for the plaintiff for
damages assessed at $13.82. Steele this country must come out in the
for the plaintiff, open, and be counted. They must

Case No. 39—Dennis Joshua Brown take sides, for or against the liquor
vs Frederick Mehring, fertilizer works business—for or against the free use
Tried before a Jury. Verdict for the
defendant. Brooks for the plaintiff
and Weant for the defendant.

Case No. 50—Roy D. Oden vs.
Earle-Lansdell Company. Tried be-
fore the Jury, which failed to agree.
Steele for the plaintiff and Randall
for the defendant.

Case No. 54—Harry E. Long vs
William H. Flickinger, et. al. Tried
before the Jury. Verdict for the
plaintiff for damages assessed at
$502.27. Weant and Brown for the
plaintiff, and Brooks for the defend-
ant.
Case No. 59—Baltimore Acceptance

Corporation vs Ardene Mullinix. Tried
before Jury, which failed to agree. Proceedings of the Orphans' Court.
Thomson and Hoff for the plaintiff,

Elizabeth C. Nusbaum, executrix
of Simon C. Nusbaum, deceased, re-
turned inventory of personal estate.
Fred Y. Cronk, administrator of

Edwin D. Cronk, deceased, returned
inventories of personal property and
current money.
The last will and testament of John

Royer, deceased, was duly admitted

Washington county, that is of rare 
to probate and letters testamentary
thereon were granted unto Charles E.

beauty. The cave was partially ex- Royer and John T. Royer, who re-
plored following its discovery on ceived warrant to appraise personal
Monday, is on the farm of C. C. property and order to notify credit-
Keedy and is about cite-third of a

DRYS ASSAILED.

Changes in Constitution Undermine
our Government!

and Weant, Bond and Boylan for the
defendants.
Jury discharged waiting further

orders from the Court.

Another Beautiful Cave Found.

The Hagerstown correspondent of
the Baltimore Sun, gives the follow-
ing account of a new cave found in

mile northwest of the village of
Rohrersville, a little town on the
Washington county branch of the
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad.
D R. Reed, a road contractor, em-

ployed by the county to construct a
highway in the district, and a force
of workers had been quarrying stone
on the Keedy farm. In the morning
they set for a blast. Following the
explosion the bottom of the quarry,
which was the roof of the cavern, col-
lapsed, revealing the entrance.

Notifying the owner, an exploring
party was formed and started back
through the cavern. There was suffi-
cient space for a man to walk erect
for the distance of an eighth of a
mile and then the passageway grew
smaller, branching off into numerous
avenues. Not being equipped for
further explorations and fearful that
the remainder of the quarry might
collapse and fall upon them, the ex-
ploring party left the cave.
The walls of the cavern are of rare

beauty and of many colors, as re-
vealed when the rays of light from
the lanterns played upon them. The
cave was filled with many stalagmites
and stalactites.
The cavern is the second of its

kind discovered in Washington coun-
ty. Several years ago farm workers
fell into a hole in the ground on the
farm of E. E. Hutzell, Hagerstown
banker, between Boonsboro and
Keedysville.

A woman 104 years old, living in
Oklahoma, has just married a man of
77 years, who by the way, is her
fifth husband, as well as his fifth
wife. These old fellows must have
been married, just to get talked about
in the newspapers.

Such headings as the above are
common in many daily papers. This
one was the more important because
the assailant in the case was a Con-
gressman in Pennsylvania, who was
no doubt making himself solid with
a "wet" constitutency by getting off
the following in a speech in the
House;
"Prohibition fanaticism, religious

intolerance, racial animosity and class
hatred, have created a serious situa-
tion. We have sown the wind. Our
children will reap the whirlwind. The
Eighteenth Amendment commits us
to the fallacy that might makes
right," etc., etc.
In the same paper reporting the

speech—as there always is—was an
array of disgraceful occurrences and
criminality due to the use of liquors
—being "drunk." And yet, these oc-
currences, apparently, are encouraged
and considered evidences of personal
"rights," and that it is "fanaticism"
and "intolerance," and "might," that
seeks to make the world a better and
safer place in which to live—a sober-
er, more peaceful, more decent place.
Such outbursts in high places indi-

cate very clearly, we think, that dur-
ing this coming year the people of

of liquors.
Argument over details, is trivial

and beside the question. For or
against "light wine and beer," or for
or against the rigid features of the
Volstead Act, or for or against the
question whether Prohibition is a
failure or not, are all beside the real
question; and everybody, on either
side, who has made anything like a
study of the wet and dry question,

knows it.
We either want intoxicating liquors

easy to secure, as a beverage, or we
do not.

ors.
Carroll C. Bemiller, administrator

of John H. Bemiller, deceased, re-
turned inventories of personal prop-
erty, debts due and current money
and received order to sell personal
property.
Edwin H. Sharetts and William E.

Ritter, executors of Luther T. Shar-
etts, deceased, returned inventory of
personal property and received order
to sell same.

William A. Shaw, administrator of
Anna R. Hoyt, deceased, returned
inventory of current money and set-
tled first and final account.

William A. Shaw, administrator w.
a., of Lanie E. Shaw, deceased, set-
tled his first and final account.
David H. Weaver, administrator d.

b. n. c t. a., of Margaret Weaver. de-
ceased, received order to sell real es-
tate.
Tuesday Dec. 22, 1925—The last

will and testament of Annia J. Klee,
deceased, was duly admitted to pro-
bate and letters testamentary there-
on were granted unto Henry Klee,
who received warrant to appraise
personal property and order to notify
creditors.
Lydia M. Peeling, executrix of John

H. Peeling, deceased, settled her first
and final account.
Lydia M. Peeling, guardian to Car-

olyn Y. Peeling, settled her first and
final account.

0

Hawk bounties, totaling $9,688,were
paid by the State Game Department
during the fiscal year ended Septem-
ber 30. The State law providing for
the payments was enacted in 1920,
and provides a bounty of 50 cents
apiece for destruction of coopers'
hawks and sharp-shinned hawks.

THE COAL STRIKE.
__0—

The Proposed Conference has been
Called Off.

The proposed conference between
the mine operators and the Union,has
been definitely called off, due to the
declination of the operators to at-
tend it, with the Pinchot plan as the
basis for a compromise, but will en-
ter it providing the way is open to
discuss any plan of settlement that
may be proposed.
While the strike drags along, mil-

lions of dollars are being lost by
both sides, both present and future.
The anthracite coal business has re-
ceived a blow that it may never re-
cover from, whether the strike is
soon settled, or not. Substitutes for
anthracite are being used every-
where, largely bituminous coal.

Foreign fuels are coming in by
cargoes; Belgium, Dutch and Scotch
cokes; German and Welsh anthra-
cite; German and Welsh brickquet-
tes. Lignite is being used in the
northwest. All over the anthracite
section, large firms are preparing to
use either bituminous, or oil, perma-
nently.
In the meantime, the strike situa-

tion is that Mr. Lewis representing
the Union, blames the operators for
not entering the Conference, but does
not say whether he will accept the
open conference plan that the opera-
tors agree to, yet at the same time
appears to earnestly want to com-
promise the whole trouble. The
truth seenis to be that both sides
want to settle the strike largely on
their own terms, which brings the
whole case back to the point of be-
ginning.
The special session of the Penn-

sylvania legislature, set for January
14, does not promise very well, in
advance. There is, in fact, the inti-
mation that it may not do anything
of very great importance, as the
political leaders and the Governor do
not seem to be thinking along the
same lines with any noticable degree
of harmony.
Congress Or
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Why Use Printed Stationery?

During the past month we have
filled a large number of orders for
printed stationery (our $1.00 offer)
the same being sent from Washing-
ton to California. The use of print-
ed stationery is more than a mere
bargain offer—it may save letters
from going to the Dead Letter Office.
Read the following facts;
"During the past year more than

21,000,000 1,:,ters, and 803,000 par-
cels, went t3 Dead Letter Office
of the postoffice because of careless-
ness in addressing. It has been esti-
mated by the postal officials that
every year more than 100,000 letters
are sent through the mails in per-
fectly blank envelopes. During the
same period about $55,000 in cash,
and about $12,000 in postage stamps
are removed from mis-directed en-
velopes.
On account of mis-directed letters,

during the course of a year, some
$3,000,000, in checks, drafts and pos-
tal money orders, never reach their
proper parties. In one year the
Government collects more than $92,-
000 in postage charges for the return
of mail from the Dead Letter Office."

Write Out, Maryland.:

There is just one "Taneytown" in
the whole world. The nearest' to it
are, "Taneycome" and "Taneyville"
in Missouri. Last week we received
an important letter, mailed in Wis-
consin that travelled toward Mis-
souri, and was headed toward Mary-
land too late for it to arrive here in
time for the purpose intended.

This letter carried the abbrevia-
tion "Md.," which looked like "Mo."
to the postal clerks. Unfortunately
one need not get so very far away
from Taneytown before it is unknown
to mail handlers; therefore, in such
cases it is always best not to use
"Md." but write out the name of the
state "Maryland." For the same
reason, our mail often goes to "Tar-
rytown", N. Y., due to similarity in
the appearance of the names of the
two places.

An Unusual Exercise of Christmas
Spirit.

One of our valued regular cus-
tomers for job printing, in Balti-
more, sent us an order, on Monday,
amounting to $22.50, and accompan-
ied the order with a check for the
amount, saying that the advance
payment was made in the "spirit of
Christmas." This was a new exper-
ience for us. Usually, we are glad to
recognize the "spirit of Christmas"
when overdue accounts are paid at
this time of the year. "Paying up,"
unfortunately, is not usually includ-
ed among Christmas gifts, though
none would be more appreciated by
business men.

Prayer Circle Anniversary.

The fifth anniversary of the prayer
circle of the Church of God, in Un-
iontown, will be observed on Wed-
nesday evening, Dec. 30, at the Beth-
el. This is not denominational. A
splendid program of helpfulness for
every one for the New Year. An in-
spirational souvenir ot the first 100
who come. Come to receive a mes-
sage. Come to give a message. Tell
the one next to you to come.

THE DRYS WIN
ON FIRST VOTE

The Methods of Securing Evidence
Sustained by Vote.

The first contest in the House, this
session, that resulted in a vote, was
on Tuesday when an amendment to
the bill providing funds for enforcing
prohibition, offered by Mr. Tucker, of
Virginia, was voted down. The
amendment provided that none of the
funds appropriated could be used by
dry agents to obtain evidence by
"fraud, deceit or falsehood."
The amendment was lost, 139 to 17.

The vote does not represent the
strength of the "wets," but is taken
to represent the fact that there is a
safe "dry" majority in the House.
Some members who are opposed to

prohibition voted against the amend-
ment on the ground that it would
make enforcement impossible and
that if that end were to be attained
the way to do it would be by modifi-
cation or repeal of the Volstead law.
The vote was a standing one so that
members did not go on record in-
dividually.
The amendment precipitated a de-

bate, but not a general one, the de-
baters confining themselves to the
propriety of the methods of gaining
evidence against bootleggers, the ma-
jority being in favor of obtaining the
evidence; as one put it, agents were
not expected to "send out a brass
band notifying the bootleggers that
they were coming."

All of the opposition to prohibition
enforcement, so far, has come from
representatives of Eastern States,
mainly, Pennsylvania, New Jersey
and Maryland.

Waiting to see, What Next?

The following effusion is said to
have been sent to a Secretary, in re-
'sponse to request for dues;
"For the following reasons I am

unable to send you the check asked
for. I have been held up, held down
sand bagged, walked on, sat on, flat-
tened out and squeezed.

First by the Government for Fed-
eral war tax, excess profit tax, lib-
erty bonds, thrift stamps, capital
stock tax, merchants' license and
auto tax, then by every association
and organization that the inventive
mind of man can invent to extract
what I may or may not possess.
I have been solicited by the Socie-

ty of John the Baptist, the G. A. R.,
the Woman's Relief, the Navy Lea-
gue, the Red Cross, the Black Cross,
the Double Cross, the Children's
Home, the Dorcas Society, the Y. M.
C. A., the Y. W. C. A., the Boy
Scouts, the Jewish Relief and every
Hospital in town, then on top of it
all came the Association Charities
and the Salvation Army.
The Government has so governed

my business that I don't know who
owns it. I am inspected, suspected,
examined, and re-examined, informed
required and commanded, so I don't
know who I am, where I am or why
I am here. All I know is I am sup-
posed to be an inexhaustible supply
of money for every known need, de-
sire or hope of the human race and
because I will not sell all I have and
go out and beg, borrow or steal mon-
ey to give away, I have been cussed,
discussed, boycotted, talked to, talk-
ed about, lied about, held up, hung
up, robbed and nearly ruined, and
the only reason I am clinging to life
is to see what is coming next."

1926 Auto Tags, December 31.

Automobilists will be permitted
to use their 1926 license tags at
.noon December 31 instead of Janu-
ary 1, Motor Vehicle Commissioner
E. Austin Baughman announced, on
Monday.
Under the law, motorists are not

permitted to display license tags un-
til the first day of the year for
which they are issued, but the vehicle
administrator made the concession
so that automobile owners might see
the old year out and the new one in
without fear of arrest for displaying
canceled tags.
No tags will be issued after 4 P.

M., December 31. Unless one has ob-
tained tags by that time it will be
necessary to wait until January 2, as
the office will be closed on New Year's
Day.

The W. M. College Announcement.

We regret that the demands on our
space prevented the insertion of the
Western Maryland College announce-
ment that appears in this issue, but
we trust that it may still be of some
service toward furthering the end
aimed at by the College—receiving
the remaining subscriptions needed
to secure the Rockefeller gift.

Increase in Auto Manufacture.

For eleven months of this year, the
United States manufacture of auto-
mobiles has been 3,400,627 or 430,527
more than for the same months last
year. For the same period truck
manufacture has been 442,323, an in-
crease of 107,312. The figures for
November alone were considerably
higher than for November last year.

The sense of smell is the strongest
sense that insects have. Few of
them can see more than three feet,
and they hear only through the vi-
bration of their feelers.
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with information as to space, posttion,and

length of contract. The publisher reserv-

es the privilege of declining all offers for

space.
All advertisements for 2nd., Srd., 6th.,

aadlth. pages must be in our Office by

Tneeday morning each week; otherwise,

Insertion cannot be guaranteed until the

following week.
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Glad Christmas is Over.

We are living pretty strenuously,

these days; so much so that we make

hard work of what ought to be our

pleasures. The saying is common.

"We are glad it's all over," and we

apply it to Christmas, as well as to

other events in life. Usually, when

we feel this way about what should

be a pleasurable occasion, we have

missed a lot of the pleasure of it.

We are glad to see our friends,and

have them visit us; but, when the

visit represents work and worry on

our part, we have simply gone to a

lot of trouble, and expense, that has

taken some of the gladness out of

the event, and perhaps at the same

time we have embarrassed our visit-

ors and made them feel that they

were a sort of nuisance.

But, there are a lot of folks who

seem to get pleasure out of just ov-

er-doing things. They are proud of

the big dinners they get up, and it

is pleasurable to them to have their

meals and entertainment talked

about; for they know that "what we

had for dinner" is apt to be an inter-

esting topic to be gone over with

those left at home, not fortunate

enough to be at the feast.
We even like to brag about being

"tired," and expect to get a lot of

praise for it, even though we are

ourselves responsible for the tired-

ness. So, we are a queer lot—the

best pleased, when we appear to be
displeased, and have the best times
when we are glad they are over, not
excepting even Christmas.
The saving fact about the situa-

tion is, that there are so many who
are not glad that Christmas is over.
Nobody ought to be. We ought to
be so full of Christmas—the spirit
of it—that after the day itself is
past, we resolve to keep some of the
spirit alive and functioning until
next Christmas—and on thereafter,
:throughout life.

If we have given out a lot of hap-
piness at Christmas, so much the bet-
ter. It is not by any means, enough
to merely receive gifts and pleasures
—have a good time—but, the best of
Christmas, or any other time, rests
in the pleasure we give, and even if
we do get a little "tired", physically,
the pleasure, outweighs any little
personal sacrifice we have made.

Letter Writing.

Some persons like to write letters,

but most do not, and perhaps no one

knows this better than the Editor of

a country newspaper. His exper-

ence covers many cases, each year,

persons who left their subscriptions

"run out" because they "didn't get

down at the time," or who had "not

been to town since"—persons who

apparently never considered renewing

by mail, or sending the money in

some other way.

Like excuses are given for not an-

swering letters, or attending to more

or less important matters of business,

and always in a seemingly honest

manner, as though the excuse was a

good one. Some never acquired the

habit, and perhaps never a good

knowledge, of writing letters; and we

fear that writing, and the composition

of ordinary personal or business let-

ters, is a very much neglected, but

important, essential to a common

school education.

The three r's—reading, 'riting

and 'rithmetic—are still the founda-

tions of an education, no matter what

our modern school experts may think

of them as too simple for much con-

sideration. The ability to write sim-

ple, business-like letters, figuring

enough to make simple calculations,

and the keeping of accounts, can not

be successfully under-estimated.

Failures to write letters, through

distaste for it, has caused many a

serious trouble. With business men,

it comes near to being a crime, not to

pro,,otly answer a letter of inquiry,

eqi,"lly so when a patron fails to an-

swer a letter of importance from a

business man—even when it is a re-

quest for the payment of a bill.

The answer that never came, has

left many a person come to wrong

conclusions, and caused much needless

worry. It is much the same as not

making reply to a face to face ques-

tion. It arouses suspicion, and some-

times starts severe measures to go-

ing, that, with proper attention and

reply, would never have been thought

of.
No matter how distasteful letter-

writing may be, it should be done in

all cases of even slight importance;

and if for any reason it may be an

act that can not easily be performed

it should be done by a substitute.
Write letters, and keep friends, write
letters, and keep your credit. Write
letters, for it represents carrying out
the Golden Rule.

Write letters; but be careful of
what you say. Be plain, respectful,
and to the point, making your mean-
ing very clear, and do not write any-
thing not fully reliable. If the sub-
ject is one that is disagreeable, or
irritating to you, do not write until
you are calm, and have considered
the "other side," or all sides care-
fully. You may afterwards be sorry
for "spur of the moment" letters.

What Is the Answer?

Last month, Detroit announced

another record-breaking month of

auto production. Just what this

means, is difficult to estimate, and, as

difficult to understand. Full produc-

tion, and more production, of autos,

seems to be becoming a menace—the

representation of a rage for spending

for speed and pleasure, and the big

question is, "Where do the millions

and millions of dollars come from

that the rage requires?

Not only speed and pleasure, but

just as surely, more deaths and crip-

ples, and hospital bills; the smashing

up of more automobiles, and again

an incresed demand for more of

them to be made. It is easy to be-

come an alarmist, and perhaps this

is not a question to become alarmed

over. We do not know. The coun-

try is so big, and its resources and

demands so great, that one can hard-
ly separate the wonders of the nor-
mal, from the abnormal.
But, may not this be true? May we

not be so rapidly increasing our
standards of living and spending—
the "cost of living"— that we are
demanding prices for our work, and
profits in our business, out of all
proportion—not to our wants—but
out of proportion to our reasonable
needs, that the point has been reach-
ed, and passed when these demands
represent oppressive extortion?
Are not some of us—many of us—

paying exorbitant costs, that some-
body can indulge in the rage for
spending? Is there confronting us
a sort of insane warfare, in which
the modest, the conservative, the
economical, are forced to pay tribute
to senseless extravagance?
Does this same rage, or warfare,

partly explain hold-ups, defalcations,
and great and small thievery? Where
does the money come from for rec-
ord-breaking auto production in a
winter month? What is the an-
swer?

The Evils of Something for Nothing.

Below is reprinted the text of a

slip with the above heading. It is sent

by a member to free space seekers in

the hope some of them have never

before given a thought of the poor

ethics of the traffic.
"There are four reasons why a pa-

per should not give free reading mat-

ter to its advertisers:
"(1) Because the printing ' of

advertising matter as news, is a be-

trayal of trust to its readers;

"(2) Because all advertising pa-

trons should be treated alike;

"(3) Because no one can sell a

thing which they are at the same

time giving away;
"(4) Because if an advertiser can

be induced to use newspaper space

only by large concessions, then that

newspaper is too weak as an adver-

vertising medium to engage the re-

spectful consideration of advertisers.

"On the other hand, if a newspa-

per is to have friends and really furn-

ish the community news, it must give

away columns of the very best ad-

vertising in every issue. The paper

is out of touch with its field, if it

does not mention that the town dec-

orator has done an especially good

piece of work on some new building,

or that there was a large number of

farmers in town last week on account

of the top price the stockbuyer was

paying for hogs.
"Where, then, are we to draw the

line? A story is news, or adver-

tising, according to its source and

intent. If submitted by the adver-

tiser with the hope that it will be
profitable to him, it is advertising.

If prepared by the paper because of

its news value, then it is news. In

other words, the publisher must not

permit the advertiser to decide for

him what is entitled to publication

as news.
"The effect of running free for one

man what another is charged for, or

of running free at one time what is

charged for at another, is obviously

disastrous."—American Newspaper

Publishers Association Bulletin.

The Mitchell Verdict.

There will be little surprise at the

verdict of guilty in the court-martial

proceedings against Col. William

Mitchell, though the character of

testimony permitted may have caused

confusion as to the charges upon

which he was brought before the

court. Wide opportunity was given

for presentation of what could be

offered in mitigation of his offense.

Actually the truth or falsity of the

criticisms made by Colonel Mitchell

was not germane. He was on trial

for violation of explicit regulations

of the military code, and the fact of

this violation was not open to dis-

pute. There was no alternative ex-

cept to find that he had violated them.
In the course of the trial much

that Colonel Mitchell had said and
written ,was shown to be without

basis or grossly exaggerated. On the

other hand, there is little doubt left

in the public mind that the aviation

service needed a thorough overhaul-
ing. There is also widespread belief
that the Mitchell broadsides hastened
the overhauling and were responsible,
certainly in part, for the energetic
efforts that have been under way to
reconstruct and improve it.
The value of this service may be

recognized without approving the
methods by which he sought to bring
about the reforms he espoused. There
must be obedience to authority in the
army and navy if discipline worthy
the name is to be maintained, and no
such precedent as that set by Colonel
Mitchell could be tolerated. Nobody
understands this fact better than the
defendant, and he probably is not in
the least surprised at the verdict that
has been returned.

Conceding that good has come out
of the Mitchell attacks; that needed
attention has been centered upon our
aviation policies; that bureaucracy
has received a shaking up that may
have wholesome effect, it remains true
that these results might haye been
achieved by methods that did not de-
liberately offend every canon of mili-
tary procedure. The court has prop-
erly performed a duty that Colonel
Mitchell forced upon it.—Baltimore
Sun.

Local Pride
will induce you to try Rein-o-la Lay-
ing Mash—the good results will keep
you a regular feeder of it. It actual-
ly does all we claim. Contains high-
grade beef scraps—no tankage. Makes
all the difference between profit and
loss. A trial is convincing—Reindol-
lar Bros. & Co. 10-16-tf

Good Home Brew
In these days of prohibition It is

always nice to have a recipe on hand
for making a home drink with a kick.

One of our Peoria (Ill.) readers sent

us a recipe for a home brew which,

although it has a strong kick, comes
within the law. The recipe is as fol-
lows: Chase a frog three miles and
gather up Its hops, to the hops add

ten gallons of tan bark, half a gallon
of shellac and a large bucket of soft
homemade soap. Boil this mixture 40
hours, then strain through an I. W. \V.

proclamation to keep It working. Final.

ly, bottle In pint bottles and add a
grasshopper to each pint to give it a
kick.—Pathfinder Magazine.

Hens Will Lay

if you feed them a good high-protein
laying mash. Rein-o-la Laying Mash
has proved itself to be a big egg pro-
ducer. Ask us about it—Reindollar
Bros. & Co. 10-16-tf

•-Advertisement

Old-Timer Heard From
I have been interested in some of

the "tall ones" which appear from
time to time in the Companion," writes
a subscriber, and I beg leave to sub-
mit one from my own state of South
Dakota. I heard it told by an old-timer
from the Black hills. I give it in hie
own words as nearly as I can.
"In airly days, when the railroad

first come into Sturgis, leavin' the
army post of Fort Meade about two
mile off to one side, I got a contract
freightin' supplies from the depot
down to the post. One day I was
unloadin' a carload of gunpowder
when I had a very cur'ous experience.
I had shoveled my double-top wagon
box full of the black stuff, and got
down out of the car, dumb up into the
wagon seat, gathered up the lines of
my four-mule team an' lit my pipe.
Well, I jest naturally absent-mindedly
throwed the match over my shoulder
into the back of the wagon. An' do
you know, nigh half of that stuff
burned up before I could get it
tromped out ?"—You t h's s;mnion.

Hall's Catarrh
Medicine scvllcliofvO la:tw—e
rid your system of Catarrh or Deafness
caused by Catarrh.

Sold by druggists for over 40 years

F. J. CHENEY 6.3. CO., Toledo. Ohio

HAPPY GRANDMA-
AND CHRISTMAS DAY

THE family had just completed an

excellent Christmas dinner. From

first course to last, including

stuffing and "flxin's." It was by far

(so they all declared) the best dinner

ever eaten by anybody. They acted

as if they knew about every dinner in

Christendom. But this is a common

failing of those who are happy and

satisfied.
Cousins, nephews, nieces and chil-

dren sat themselves down on cushions

in front of the blazing fireplace.

Mothers and fathers, uncles and

aunts found comfortable chairs.

Grandfather stood filling his pipe from

a bowl of tobacco on a stand. Grand-

ma, pink and lovely as a flower, fold-

ed her hands in her black satin lap

and smiled at every one.
"Grandma," declared a young voice

that fluted like a blackbird's, "is the

most wonderful person in the world.

She's younger than the youngest of

us here, and prettier than anyone in

seven counties. I wish she would

give us her secret of youth."
Grandfather Was pleased. Why

shouldn't he be? He glanced proudly

at his dainty wife. "I'll tell you why

she's so young and beautiful," he said;

"it's because, my children, she's a
windmill."

"A windmill!" shouted every one.

"Just that," said grandfather. "And
she's forever turning with the Wind-

of-Good-Will. She goes round so fast

that she hasn't time to think of any-

thing but pumping up kind thoughts

from the Well of Generosity. But

the best of it is, that grandma," here
grandfather shook a solemn fore-

finger at everybody, the cat included,
"the best of it is, that she Is so built

that she can't turn in a bad wind!"

"What do you mean by that?" again

shouted the children.

"I mean," smiled grandfather, in a
kind of triumphant manner, "that an

ill wind can no more influence your
grandmother than it can blow sun-

shine away from the sun! She won't

turn an inch in it. But send along
a fine, strong wind of joy—and
away your grandmother goes a thou-

sand revolutions a minute."

"Pshaw !" laughed grandmother,

"how you talk !"

But after thinking about it for some
time, the cousins, nephews, nieces,

children and aunts and uncles agreed
exactly with grandfather.

"That's why Christmas Day here is

the happiest day of the year!" they
declared. "Let's ask grandma to teach
us all how to turn into the right kind
of windmills!" — Martha Banning
Thomas.

((a), 1925. Western Newspaper Union.)

Ill POTZY,
A WELCOMED CHECK
CAME AT CHRISTMAS

MARTHA

WHITESIDE was a
lonely old woman. She lived in
a little gray cottage on Bank

street. She had no relatives and very
few friends. But this fact did not
seem to bother her very much—at
least the tOwn thought it did not. And
gradually even the few friends She
had moved away or forgot her, or
died, so that often she spent days
without seeing a soul. The town felt
that she did not want any of it, so the
town let her alone; left her to herself
and the money she was hoarding so
closely. She was voted a miser and a
crabbed old woman.
But as It often happens in this world

the town misunderstood. Martha was
neither a miser nor a crabbed old
woman. Instead she craved love and
affection and would have given worlds
to be able to help in every good and
worth while cause that came up. But
she couldn't—for contrary to the be-
lief of the town Martha was poor—so
poor that she often had to go without
the barest necessities so that the tiny
income that was hers might stretch
over a year. But she was too proud
to let this fact ever be known—too
loyal to the memory of her easy-going
husband to let the town know he had
left her so badly off.
A few days before Christmas Martha

answered the postman's ring with as-
tonishment. She seldom got a letter
now and a registered letter was some-
thing she had not seen for years. With
trembling fingers she drew forth a
check, made out to the order of Mar-
tha Whiteside, and the amount was
$500. She stared at it for a moment,
then she remembered the contest she
had entered. There was so much
spare time on her hands she had
worked over It many hours. It seemed
unbelievable that she had won the
first prize, but it must be true.
• That Christmas the town became
acquainted with the real Martha White-
side; a woman whose greatest joy in
life seemed to be found in giving and
serving and from then on the town
took her to its heart. Perhaps because
understanding dawned upon it.—Kath-
erine Edelman.

((c). 1925, Western Newspaper Union.)

When Christmas Comes
When Christmas comes
We smartly rush

And buy both this and that.
In crowds we crush

And don't know where were at—
When Christmas comes.

When Christmas comes,
We sit us down

And take account of stock;
Perhaps we frown

At making such a mock— •

When Christmas comes.
—The Jingler. in Town Topics.

Hesson's Department Store
(ON THE SQUARE)
Taneytown, Md.

To all: With whom our busi-

ness relations have been so pleas-

ant during the past year. We ex-

tend the greetings of the season,

and heartily Wish you a Merry

Christmas and a Happy New Year.
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EDW. 0. WEANT, President. G. WALTER WILT, Cashier.
E. H. SHARETTS, Vice-Pres. CHAS. R. ARNOLD, Asst. Cashier

—DIRECTORS:—

E'DW. 0. WEANT J. J. WEAVER, JR
EDWIN H. SHARETTS MILTON A. KOONS
G. WALTER WILT GEO. A. ARNOLD

ARTHUR W. FEESER

THE BIRNIE TRUST CO.
TANEYTOWN, MD.

Capital Stock;
Surplus
Undivided Profits

$40,000.00
$50,000.00
$35,000.00

ON THE HONOR ROLL OF BANKS

To our Stockholders, Depositors
and Friends:-

We wish you all a very
Happy Christmas.

Resources Over $1,250,000.00.
40:0:020:020:40: : :
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YOU want the best telephone service you can

get. We are just as anxious to give it to you.

So that's one thing we have in common.

Most of the job of keeping the service up to

scratch belongs to us. But there are some things

you can do, and taking proper care of your tele-

phone instrument is one of them.

Inside that telephone on your table are a lot

of small parts—over two hundred of them. Every

time you bang or drop the instrument the adjust-

ment of these parts is made a little less true. Re-

sult—a noisy telephone; a cuff on the ear doesn't

improve your hearing.

Any telephone is only as good as its cords—

the wires which join it with the bell box. If

these cords are often twisted and jerked or al-

lowed to get wet, you may expect poor service—

or no service at all.

Your telephone is as well made as the best
brains and hands can make it. It is a friend, and
deserves to be treated as such.

THE CHESAPEAKE AND POTOMAC
TELEPHONE COMPANY

Bell System

Use the RECORD'S Columns
tor Best Results.


