
The Emmitsbur Dispatch
Vol II, No.10 news and opinion in the service of truth November 2003

Inside
Letters to the Editor 2

Editorial  4

Town News  6

Religion  8

Obituaries  9

Education  12

The Retired Ecologist --14

Health  15

Sports and Recreation -16

Quilters  18

Looking Ahead 18

Classified Ads  19

Governor Erhlich
To Dedicate

Area Warning System

December 9, 2003
2:00 p.m. at

Vigilant Hose Company
fire station on W. Main St.

For more information on the
warning system see A word
from the Mayor on page 7.

Commissioners
alter local
election rules

Staff Report

At their Nov. 3 meeting the
Emmitsburg Commissioners approved
several changes affecting local elec-
tions.

Ordinance 03-15. adopted unani-
mously by the commissioners, will
change the town's election dates from
the Tues. preceding the first Mon. in
May to the Tues. preceding the first
Mon. in Oct., beginning in 2007.

Emmitsburg Mayor James Hoover
told The Emmitsburg Dispatch, "The
reason for the ordinance is to get the
election and budget time separated,"
adding, "We didn't want both things
going on at the same time."

Hoover said the previous timeframe
between elections and initial budget

—Continued on page 7

Local Pilot Flying through Restricted Air Space
Triggers Homeland Security Response

By Richard D. L. Fulton
Staff Writer

Two F-1 6s and a Black Hawk hel-
icopter were dispatched Sun. Nov. 9
to intercept a small private plane that
violated temporary expanded flight
restrictions imposed because
President Bush was at Camp David.

Karl Hobbs, Pecher Road, Liberty
Township, PA, took off Sun. morning
in his Piper PA-12 Super Cruiser

from a private airstrip located in one
of his fields. The Cruiser is a single-
engine prop plane.

Hobbs said he thought if any TFR
(temporary flight restriction) was in
effect regarding Camp David, located
in Thurmont, he was "covered under
the same waiver that exempted planes
taking off from the nearby Mid-
Atlantic Soaring Center," a glider
club.

Gliders are not considered a sig-

nificant air threat and are generally
exempt from restrictions. However,
planes towing gliders in and out of
restricted air space must have a waiv-
er, or transponder (identification)
codes they beam t'o federal ground
control radar.

Hobbs was wrong about being
covered by the waiver. His flight path
around the Emmitsburg area and back
into PA triggered a series of events

—Continued on page 5
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Daniel Milbocker stands beside a 55 ft. downed section of a 120+ year-old Norway spruce in the cemetery behind St.
Josephs Catholic Church. It snapped off during high winds on Thurs. Nov. 4.

Winds topple beloved 120+ year-old resident
By Raymond Buchheister

Editor & Publisher

Winds gusting 50-plus mph during
the afternoon of Thurs. Nov. 4, toppled
one of Emmitsburg's oldest residents,
an 80 ft. Norway spruce tree located in
the cemetery behind St. Joseph's
Catholic Church. During the high
winds the tree snapped in half, and the
top 55 ft. came to rest among the graves

it shaded for over 120 years.
A few weeks ago St. Joseph's

Pastor, William O'Brien, asked parish-
ioner Daniel Milbocker if he thought
the tree was sound. Rev. O'Brien was
concerned because - the tree was lean-
ing. Past storms had uprooted other
trees in the area and he wondered how
deep the spruce's roots were. Rev.
O'Brien now knows the answer to his
question first hand. The tree's roots

ultimately proved to be sound. The root
base and 25 ft. of the tree are still in
place after Thursday's windstorm.

Milbocker, a horticulturist and
retired horticulture professor at
Virginia Polytechnic Institute, had told
Rev. O'Brien that the tree was sound,
based on visual inspection. Milbocker
told The Emmitsburg Dispatch, "The
bark was pretty smooth with no dead

—Continued on page 20
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
The Emmitsburg Dispatch encourages its readers to express their thoughts and

opinions about issues that appear in this publication or affect the community. Letters
must be exclusive to the Dispatch and should be no longer than 300 words in length.
They must he signed and include the writer's address and phone number to be used for
verification. The Dispatch reserves the right to edit for content and space. Deadline for
letters is the 15th of each month.

Parent Volunteers Needed
, Sports can bring out the best or

the worst in people. It is our hope, as
volunteers with the Emmitsburg
Baseball/Softball League that our
league will bring out the best in play-
ers, coaches and fans.

We often hear complaints that the
youth in our community have noth-
ing to do. The Emmitsburg
Baseball/Softball League started in
1956 and is the only organized sports
league in Emmitsburg, open to girls
and boys ages 5 through 18. Every
child who signs up plays on a team
unlike leagues in nearby communi-
ties where tryouts are held and some
children are cut. Although we hold
"tryouts," they are actually "place-
ments."

With the help of generous local
sponsors, the league has. kept fees
very affordable in the interests of the
children. However, sponsor dona-
tions and registration fees do not
cover the numerous expenses neces-
sary to run the league. Times have
changed since 1956. When the
league started, all positions were
strictly volunteer, including umpires.
We have since had to hire umpires
due to a shortage of volunteers.
Additional expenses include equip-
ment, uniforms, field maintenance,
trophies and insurance. Our conces-
sion stand is our major source of
income and requires many volun-
teers to keep it operating.

Volunteers put in numerous hours
coaching games and practices, main-
taining the fields, running the con-
cession stand and attending meet-

ings. These volunteers also have full
time jobs, family obligations and are
often involved in volunteer work
with other community organizations.

Any program is only as good as
the people involved with it. If you
have ideas for improving the league,
come to a meeting or volunteer to
help with your child's team. We can
always use fresh faces and new
ideas. Coaches can be overwhelmed
at times trying to teach many differ-
ent skills to nine or more players
while maintaining order on the field
and in the dugout. With more volun-
teers, the children will become better
players and the workload for each
volunteer will lessen.

The time you invest in the chil-
dren will instill in them team work,
responsibility and sportsmanship.
Through league participation, chil-
dren make long lasting friendships
and have many good memories.
They become the next generation of
coaches and managers.

Please support the new president
and board members. We are sure they
are willing to listen to any sugges-
tions you have. Check the local cable
channel or future issues of the
Dispatch for date, time & location of
upcoming meetings.

-Lisa Krom
Past President &

Concessions Stand Manager

-Mary Myers
Treasurer

Zurgable Bros.
Hardware aNyNvicr

Quality products for the "do-it-yourselfer"
Garden & Lawn Care

We Carry
Holland Gas Grills • Hardware/Tools • Garden Supplies • Cement

Bruning Paints • Glass & Screen Repair • Red Wing Shoes

• Lumber • Sakrete Cement • Mulch

Plat:brie 301-447-2020
16663 Old Emmitsburg Rd.

Ernmitstrarg. Maryland

Hours: Mon-Fri 7:00 A.M. — 6:00 P.M. Sat. 8:00 A.M. — 5:00 P.M.

Children honor Veterans Day
The sound of Taps, the bang of

the rifles, yes it's Veterans Day.
Veterans Day is the day when we
honor the veterans and the men who
died for our country. I think it is
right and the veterans deserve it.
Coincidentally, the Marines' birth-
day is the day before Veterans Day.
I want to serve my country. I am
going to join the Marines when I
grow up. It is right to honor the vet-
erans on Veterans Day.

-Joseph Buchheit
Fairfield, PA
10 years old

The eleventh hour of the
eleventh day of the eleventh month.
To some people, Veterans Day is
just a day to go buy things because
they are on sale, or to spend the day

at their friend's house because they
are off from school. But to others,
it's a day to remember those that
have died for their country. Let's
look into the history of Veterans
Day. In 1919 President Woodrow
Wilson declared November 1 1 th
Armistice Day. Why was it called
Armistice Day, not Veterans Day?
Because it was not until 1954 that
Congress officially changed the
name from Armistice Day to
Veterans Day. In 1938 a law was
adopted to make Armistice Day a
federal holiday. So on the eleventh
hour of the eleventh day of the
eleventh month, what will you be
doing to honor our veterans?

-Theresa Buchheit
Fairfield, PA
13 years old

Eager volunteer waits on Town to act
Mayor James Hoover of

Emmitsburg wrote to your newspaper
urging concerned citizens to apply for
vacant positions on various Town
committees and commissions. I
applied to fill the vacancy on the
Planning • and Zoning Commission.
This alternate position has been
vacant over a year, and I am the only
applicant to date. My application has
neither been acknowledged nor acted
upon.

As a 37-year resident, I am natu-
rally interested in the general welfare
of the Town. I am especially interest-
ed in planning and zoning because of
the impending changes in the quality
of life here.

Having a B.A. in Economics from
American University and a law
degree from Washington and Lee
University, I believe that I am educa-
tionally qualified to serve on that
Commission. Further, I believe my
career experience of nearly 40 years
as a tax law specialist and
attorney/advisor in the Office of
Chief Counsel, IRS, would be helpful
to the Commission in analyzing and
resolving legal and zoning issues.
Aside from that, I regularly attend
Commission meetings.

Unconnected to the building

trades, the real estate business, or
developers, I propose to exercise my
judgment impartially for the benefit
of the Town. Although 73 years of
age, I do not suppose my age is a dis-
qualifying factor.

Well qualified by education and
career experience to serve, I cannot
understand the failure to act on my
application, whether by the Mayor or
the commissioners. I am forced to
conclude from the inaction that it is
politics. I hope I am wrong.

-Harold Craig
Emmitsburg

Editor's note: At the Nov. 3 Town
meeting, Mayor James Hoover
addressed the issue of the vacant
position, an alternate for the
Planning and Zoning Commission.
Commission members are appointed
with a recommendation from the
Mayor and approval by -the Town
Commissioners. Hoover stated that
he had not acted on this vacancy
because he was seeking legal counsel
on the matter According to Town
attorney John Clapp, the State
requires that the Commissioners
themselves, not the Mayor appoint
commission alternates.

For all your
Crane,
Skidloader,
Backhoe, and
Snow Removal
needs.

Call:
301.447.3718
301.447.3719
800.251.3503
Fax:301.447.2704

CRANE RENTALS, INC.
Josh and Lori Bollinger

140-A South Seton Ave., P.O. Box 929 Emmitsburg, MD 21727
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The combined Color Guard of the Emmitsburg Posts of the American Legion,
Post #121, and Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW), Post #6658, raised a new flag
at St. Catherine's Nursing Home to honor veterans. Veterans residing at St.
Catherine's are, from WW H, Mrs. Dora Donaldson (Waves), Mr. Henry Ehlers
(Army), Mr. Harry Fletcher (Navy), Mr. Glenn Johnson (Army), Mr. George
Sanders (Air Force), and Korean War veteran Mr. John Ridenour (Army).

Residential Hazardous Waste Drop off Day
On Sat. Nov 22 from 8 a.m. to 12

noon, the Dept. of Solid Waste
Management will accept residential
household hazardous waste dropped off

• at the Public Safety Training Facility on
Reichs Ford Rd. This service is offered to
Frederick County residents only, not to
businesses.

Residents may bring in fuels (gaso-
line/kerosene), thinners, solvents, pesti-
cides, insecticides, fungicides, household
cleaners, pool chemicals, stains, sealants,
photographic chemicals, household bat-
teries, and mothballs.

Items that are not acceptable are busi-
ness waste (commercial or industrial),
radioactive materials, tires, explosives,
biomedical waste, firearms and ammuni-
tion, freon tanks and cylinders, trash,
recyclables, vehicle batteries, and all.
paint. To dispose of paint (oil-based and
latex), remove lids; then add mulch, sand,
or kitty litter to speed the drying process.
Once the paint is completely dried out, it
can be discarded as regular trash.

For more information contact the
Department of Solid Waste Management,
301-694-1848.

SPECIALIZING IN:

INDIVIDUAL AND BUSINESS
TAX RETURN PREPARATION

Don Butt Jr. PC CPA Office
402 W. Main St * Emmitsburg MD

301-447-3797
MELISSA WETZEL

Staff Accountant-CPA Candidate
Thurmont Riding Club President

Main Street Grill again offers free
Thanksgiving Dinners

The Main Street Grill, located at 304
E. Main St., Emmitsburg, will again offer.
free Thanksgiving dinners to area resi-
dents and the needy.

Owner Richard Caudell said, "The
free Thanksgiving dinner provides for a
nice community get together. I act year
we served about 100 dinners," which
required about a dozen 20-pound turkeys.
"We had a lot of carry-outs and served
shut-ins as well." Caudell hopes to dou-
ble last year's attendance. The restaurant
is prepared to serve as may as 200 din-
ners from 11 a.m. until 5 p.m. on
Thanksgiving Day.

"The employees give time (for the
event) of their own free will and anyone
is welcome to volunteer to help," Caudell
stated. Last year some customers volun-
teered to help cook the food and wash

dishes. The Main Street Grill assumes the
entire cost of the free dinners. Residents
can also leave toys for the "Toys For
Tots" Christmas distribution.

Only eight weeks ago Caudell under-
went open-heart surgery at St. Joseph's
Medical Center in Towson. The free din-
ner is "a way of giving back to the corn- s
munity or anyone in need, and this year I
have a lot to be thankful for myself."

Caudell acquired the Main Street
Grill on Sept. 11, 2001, a date few are
likely to forget. The restaurant had been
known for the previous 15 years as the
Gourmet Grill. As far as the current
owner knows, the building has always
been a food related business, including
time as a deli.

For additional information, contact
the Main Street Grill at 301-447-3116.

Antigone at Catoctin High School
The Catoctin High School (CHS)

Drama Department will present a mod-
em translation of the Greek tragedy
Antigone on Fri. Nov. 21 and Sat. Nov.
22. The play's themes of loyalty, fami-
ly, and abuse of power are as relevant
today as when Sophocles wrote it 2000
years ago. Both performances begin at
7:30 p.m. and will incorporate ele-

ments of dance and music.
Sarah Heiderman, a senior at CHS,

will appear in the title role. Antigone's
struggle against the unjust law
declared by her uncle, King Creon
(Dylan Foster) is at the heart of the
play. Other members of Creoles fami-
ly are Ismene, Antigone's sister (Jamie

—Continued on page 6

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP
Harrington's Service Center, Inc.,

formerly of Germantown, MD,
is now operating Thomas Equipment.

5825 Conover Rd, Taneytown, MD 21787 410-756-2506

'MBA

WANT-VAC

Count on Tuff Equipment

FAST RELIABLE REPAIRS ON ALL MAKES & MODELS
Tractors, Mowers, Trimmers, Blowers,
Chainsaws, Stiowblowers, & More

***SALES • SERVICE. PARTS***
INTRODUCTORY FALL SPECIAL ON RIDING MOWER TUNE-UPS

FREE Pick-up and Delivery
Harrington's Service Center. Inc.

5825 Conover Rd., litneytown, MI) 21787

410-756-2506

This special offer must be mentioned prior to pick-up. Additional equipment may also be
picked-up at same time as riding mower, at no additional charge. Limited to
The Emmitsburg Dispatch circulation area. Call for details. Expires 12/31/03
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EDITORIAL

Small step against government
by and for the greedy rich

Rep. Roscoe Bartlett (R-Md) has
proposed a small Constitutional patch
against the pollution of politics by
'money. He would let Representatives
serve 4 years instead of 2.

Members of the U.S. House of
Representatives now spend much of
their fleeting 2 years in office raising
money for campaign debts and cam-
paigning to be elected again. They can-
not do this and devote their full time to
working at what voters elected to do.

On July 24 Bartlett and Charlie

Stenolm (D-Tx) proposed a partial
solution — a Constitutional amend-
ment to extend the terms of U.S.
Representatives from 2 to 4 years.
Another bipartisan pair has joined as
co-sponsors, Mike Rodgers (R-Ala)
and Baron Hill (D-Ind).

This amendmeni to the Constitution
"is not likely," Bartlett admits, but the
measure offers an opportunity "for
Americans to debate the issue." And
that's what justifies his effort. The
whole system of electing members of

4 4 17 he bottom line is that you can't really get your mes-
sage out for $45 million. You need to be able to spend

more." Representative Christopher Shays of Connecticut, on
the public campaign financing system for the presidential pri-
maries. (N.Y.Times quotation of the day, Nov. 5, 2003)

) Carnival Cri

CARNIVAL MIRACLE,
First Time Ever Offered from Baltimore!
Unique 7 day cruises to Key West and The Bahamas. 
Ow'newest ship. CARNIVAL MIRACLE, will offer unique 7 day cruises, sailing round, trip from ak itore. This ittnerary
iiikrIes you to explore the great segnst, snorkeling and shopping opportunisits that Key West, Nassau and Freeport have
to offer. Setif you've always wanted to go on a Bahamas cruise enjoy the convenience of departing right from Baltimore!
Cell now to book' your cruise on the CARNIVAL MIRACLE!

New from Baltimore!
T.Day Bahamas Cruises

Spring: Sunday,April 25
through May 30, 2004

Fall: Sunday, September 5
through October 24, 2004

*SPECIAL RATES FOR MAY 16 & MAY 30.2004

From
INTERIOR BALCONY

*s 760 ?Pp... *s I 0 2 0 ?.?person
*Cruise-only rate is category:4B interior and BC Bakony, in US.
dollars per guest, based on double occupancy. Government
taxes/lees and optional air transportation are additional for all
guests. Some restrictions (including stateroom category
availability) apply. Ship's Registry: Panama.

7 Day Bahamas Cruise

4:60
Men -1sie Dar st Soa
Tuft 'Yon xt Sea
V44 Kay %New
Thew Nassau WOO
Fn f-nwpcct  n73 A,M,

SaR. -fun tmr 46 Soft
%kw &defence* 900A-11.

GIVE tJS A CALL TODAY!

INFINITY CILCIAl. TEAVIEL dipt o-756-4450
5151 Allendale Lane, Taneytown, MD 21787 81 7"4484 1 51

(TOLL FREE)

tocate4 in the EVAIRCO BUMMING www.infinityglobaltravel.corn

be Emmits'liarg Dispatch

P.O. BOX 358 EMMITSBURG, MD 21727
TEL (301)447-3039 FAX (717)334-0423

www.emmitsburgdispatch.com

Congress needs •comprehensive revi-
sion, and it cannot be changed except
piece-by-piece and only after much dis-
cussion and debate.

Terms: 200 years out-of-date.
Life in America has changed drastical-
ly since our founding fathers set the
length of the terms of Representatives
at 2 years and of Senators at 6 years.
Campaigning has become a big busi-
ness, and members of Congress spend
an exorbitant amount of their terms in
office working to be re-elected.

Extending Representatives' terms
to 4 years would give them more time
to fulfill campaign promises and carry
out plans, some of which require
lengthy investigation before they can
even be framed as a law. Yet, length-
ening terms will still not stop them
from campaigning in their last year or
more in office.

No successive terms. The way to
stop that practice would be a law to pre-
vent Representatives, for a period of
years, from holding any elected office
after their terms end. Then there would
be no need for them to campaign while
in office.

After leaving office they could
apply their uniquely valuable experi-
ence in non-elected positions in gov-
ernment. This would provide them
employment and help them improve
their abilities if they plan to run in a
later election.

Government service is a career,
not a gig for the rich and famous. It
ranks with medicine and social min-

istry as a noble human activity. It is not

politics, although members of

Congress must employ politics — that

much misunderstood art — as means to

do their work. Politics is not evil.

Trivial people have corrupted its prac-

tice — that is, they have corrupted the

political system. These are the petty

tyrants with enormous wealth who

manage to exercise power without

being elected.
These greedy rich have successful-

ly made the United States a plutocracy,
a nation run for and by the wealthy.
One of their gravest crimes is that they
have bloated the need for campaign

money by public servants.
Representatives pay to serve. We

don't force applicants who want to

serve our country in the armed forces to

pay large sums to be admitted. But we

force candidates for government serv-
ice to spend millions of dollars for a

chance to serve. And from nearly the

first day U.S. Representatives begin
their lightning 2 years in office, they
are forced to work long hours seeking
money instead devoting full time to

their job.
The amendment proposed by

Congressmen Bartlett and Stenolm
would help them do their _job and

stanch this drain on our democracy.
Their bill is still alive somewhere in the
House Committee on the Judiciary.

Voters who can write a letter or use a
phone should not let it die there.

— Bill Steo
Emmitsburg

Party primaries loom
The presidential election in

• November 2004 may seem far away,
but voter registration deadlines are
looming for all who want to vote in
their party primary for a presidential
candidate.

In Maryland voters who are 18
years old on Election Day or before,
may vote in the primary. So, anyone
born before Nov. 2, 1986, you may reg-
ister and vote in the primaries. Citizens
who have not yet registered to vote can
register as Maryland voters until
February 10, 2004.

Maryland holds closed primaries,
which means only registered members
of a political party may vote in that

Editor and Publisher:
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Copy Editor: Joyce M. Demmitt
Pagination: Toya Warner
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Webmaster: Wendy M. Shepherd
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party's primary. The deadline to
change party affiliation before the pri-
mary is Dec. 8, 2003.

Changing party affiliations in
Maryland is easy. A voter just com-
pletes a new voter registration form
and returns it to the county registrar.
Forms are available in libraries, Motor
Vehicle offices and county registrar's
offices.

The last presidential election in
Florida proved that individual votes do
matter. And you, are entitled to have
your vote counted. Register and vote!

For information and downloadable
forms, access the state elections web-
site, www.elections.state.md.us

Advertising and Copy deadline
NoN ember 25

Neither the publisher nor the editor
will be liable for misinformation, mis-
printing, or typographical errors. The
publisher reserve the right to edit any
submitted material.



The Emmitsburg Dispatch, November 2003 5

Local Pilot
—Continued from page 1

involving the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), the Secret
Service, the North American
Aerospace Defense Command
(NORAD), the Air Force First
Fighter Wing, and Homeland
Security and their Bureau of
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE).

James Peterson, FAA Eastern
Regional Office spokesman, said,
"The only time a TFR would be
imposed on Camp David would be if
the president was in residence." The
normal restricted air space is three
nautical miles over Camp David; but
is temporarily extended to a ten nau-
tical mile radius when the president
is there.

The partial closure of nearby
Catoctin Mountain National Park
provided further evidence that the
president was "in the 'building." A it
statement on the National Park
Service (NPS) Catoctin Mountain
Park web site along with a press
release issued by the park indicated
that the closure was "due to
increased security measures." The
wording suggested there may have
been sensitive activity or important
governmental officials at Camp
David. Portions of the park were
under security closure from Fri.,
Nov. 7 through late afternoon, Sun.,
Nov. 9.

As Hobbs landed back in his own
.field, taxied across the road to his
adjacent property, and prepared to
put the plane into his hangar, he had
no idea the two F-16s roaring across
the sky overhead were tracking. him.

According to Capt. Edward E.
Shank, spokesman for the Air Force
First Fighter Wing at Tyndall Air
Force Base, Panama City, FL, two F-
16s responded at 11:1.6 a.m., Nov. 9,
after learning that an aircraft "flew
too close to a secure area."

"The F-1 6s were already in the
air at the time of the incident," Shank
said, adding "The fighters were on a
routine combat air pattol (CAP) mis-
sion over Washington, D.C." When
the pilots were informed of the incur-
sion, "they broke the CAP mission to
intercept the aircraft."

CAP missions are part of
Homeland Security operations. They
are presumably flown randomly to
prevent potential terrorists from
knowing if a fighter response would
be immediate (involving jets already
in the air), or delayed because of
scrambling planes from a base.

NORAD spokesman Douglas
Martin, a major in the Canadian
Army serving with NORAD at
Peterson Air Force Base, Colorado
Springs, CO, confirmed that the
plane in question had violated
restricted air space and that there had
been a fighter response, but would
not be more specific.

Hobbs' first indication that some-
thing had gone awry was seeing the
Black Hawk helicopter suddenly
"drop down and land right behind my
hangar." After the chopper landed,
"One of the occupants came around
the building and approached me. The
guy was armed ,but didn't have his
weapon poised."

Hobbs said the individual did not
identify himself or the agency he rep-
resented, "he was pleasant but
straightforward with me." The man

asked for the plane's tail number
(registration) and Hobbs' address.
The )Black Hawk took off after the
man received the information he
wanted. Hobbs believed the Black
Hawk belonged to the Secret Service.

Although not familiar with
Sunday's incident; Dean Boyd, pub-
lic affairs officer with Homeland
Security's Bureau of ICE, stated, "If
it was a Black Hawk helicopter, it
would have been one of our hawks."
ICE Black Hawks "would be the
only Black Hawks flying in coopera-
tion with the Defense Department,
Secret Service, FAA, or Air Force on
air space security." He said helicop-
ter personnel are authorized to con-
duct a preliminary investigation on
the ground once a target aircraft has
landed.

Hobbs was not off the hook yet.
About an hour and a half after the
Black Hawk took off, a vehicle
pulled into Hobbs' property. Secret
Service agents were responding from
the agency's Baltimore Office,
according to Ann Roman, spokes-
woman with the Secret Service.

Roman said, "The pilot was inter-
viewed (by the Secret Service
agents) and it was determined that he
had no direction of interest toward
the president or any VIP we are
assigned to protect. He indicated to
us he was unaware he was in viola-
tion of the temporary air restriction."

The agents searched the plane
"looking for cameras and spy-related
equipment, and asked a number of
personal questions," according to
Hobbs. He did not elaborate on the
specifics of the questioning.

Witnesses to the incident, includ-
ing Liberty Township Police Chief

Learning start here at:

Emmitsburg Child Care Center
_

*Accept A9è l months-I2 years

*Hours Of Oper idn 5:45 am to 6:00 pm

*Nursery School Preschool Programs

*Full and Pdevt-Torne Care
* Before & After School Cate With Transportation To:

Mother Seton, Emmitsburg Elernentat\x, Fairfield Elementary & Middle
* Nutritious Breakfast, Lunch and Snack

*Educational Activities for all ages
Sliding Scale Based on family Income

Stop By Today At: 16840 S. Seton Ave. or Call 301-447-6100

Present This Coupon and Receive Your First Week Free!

' ?mud To Be A United 1A'dy Agency

CLIP 'N SAVE!

James Holler, reported seeing one or
two Air Force jets circling overhead.
Holler said he was reluctant to iden-
tify the local pilot because the police
department was not officially
involved in the\investigation.

Hobbs told The Emmitsburg
Dispatch, "It really was a misunder-
standing on my part. I always call (to
see if there is a TFR), but this time I
didn't. I saw the gliders flying and
thought I was covered under their
general waiver."

Referring to numerous area resi-
dents who watched the jets flying
overhead as if they were attending an
air show, Hobbs commented, "It was
real exciting for everyone else, but
not for me." He said he learned one
thing about Homeland Security.
"They're definitely looking for guys
with their fingers on the trigger."

The Emmitsburg and Liberty
Township incident was one of two
regional airspace incursions to occur
within a 48-hour period. On Mon.,
Nov. 10, fighter jets intercepted a
plane flying too close to the White
House. This second incursion forced
authorities to move Vice-President
Cheney and President Bush's chief of
staff to a "secure location."

-Editor & Publisher
Raymond Buchheister

contributed to this report.

Notice of Intent
Notice is hereby given pursuant to
Sections 135 and 136 of Article 25
of the Annotated Code of
Maryland. as amended, that Kent
Z. Ozkum and William J. Morrow,
owners of the property at 10720
Dern Road, Emmitsburg,
Maryland, 21727, will be
petitioning the Frederick County
Dept. of Public Works and the
Board of County Commissioners
to abandon a portion of Dern Road
no longer in use that traverses their
property at the address mentioned
above. The petition will propose
that the County abandon all legal
rights of Way and maintenance
responsibilities of the former
roadbed. Documents showing the
survey and abandoned road at
10720 Dern Road can be viewed at
the Frederick County Dep't. of
Public Works, 118 North Market
Street, Frederick, Maryland. More
information can be obtained by
contacting Mr. Anthony Pellegrino,
project manager, Frederick County
DPW, at 301-631-2380, or the
property owners at 202-337-5939
or 202-270-4137.
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TOWN NEWS

Emmitsburg awards $160,000+ contract
to repair and maintain water tank

By Richard D. L. Fulton
Staff Writer

At its Nov. 3 meeting the
Emmitsburg Town Council approved a
contract with Utility Service Co. for
more than $160,000 to repair and main-
tain the town's old welded-steel water
tank.

Town Manager David Haller said,
"The tank is 43 to 44 years old, and has
received some treatment (in the past)
but probably very little. We are very
fortunate to have gotten the life we
have out of that tank."

Located at the water plant on
Crystal Fountain Rd. on College
Mountain, the tank is 20' tall and 64' in
diameter, and holds approximately
500,000 gallons of water. Mayor
James Hoover told The Emmitsburg
Dispatch he estimates "the cost to
replace the tank would probably be in
excess of $500,000."

Haller agreed that it is in the "best
interest (of the community) to put the
tank on a maintenance plan," rather
than replace it.

According to Russell M. Brown,
representing Utility Service Co.,- the
contract requires three annual pay-
ments of $53,640, totaling $160,920, to
cover all necessary repairs and
upgrades. Beginning with the fourth
year of the contract, there would be a
standard annual maintenance fee of

$10,318. Once the $160,920 has been
paid, the town would be free to cancel
the annual maintenance agreement at
any time.

One of the commissioners asked if
the Town could drop its insurance poli-
cy on the tank since it would be cov-
ered by the maintenance plan. Brown
replied, "You (the Town) should main-
tain the current insurance policy (on the
old tank)" because Utility's service
contract does not cover damage caused
by "acts of God," such as weather-
related incidents or natural disasters
like earthquakes or tornadoes.

Another company specializing in
tank servicing, Nationwide Tower Co.,
based in Henderson, KY, had offered to
inspect, clean, and repaint the interior
and exterior of the tank. Herman
Johnston, a Nationwide sales represen-
tative, told The Emmitsburg Dispatch
his company had not included a post-
repair annual maintenance plan.
Nationwide's numbers were "nowhere
near" those in the Utility -Service Co.
contract. But Johnston also pointed out,
"You may be comparing apples and
oranges" when looking at the two
offers. He did say that Utility Service
was well known throughout the indus-
try for its maintenance plans.

Jeff Fitzgerald, former senior
inspector for Emmitsburg, said he had
discussed the Nationwide offer with a
company representative and that the
numbers quoted to him were "very,

130 S. Seton
Avenue
Emndtsburg,
Maryland
21727

• 527 W. Main SOLD!!! Silo 1101 Center space Leased
Warthen Way condo Sold • Prime Corn. space on S. Seton Ave.
• Bungalow on 32 acres

"Offer pending"

• Commercial Bldg. and
Apartments

Briggs Associates • Real Estate Sales and Appraisals

New Listing!! For Lease:
On the Square Historic nRuttersti is for lend
Prime 3 story building 

"Grouse's on the Square" Leased

Contact us:
Phone - 301-447-3110
Fax -301-447-3022
E-mail - tepeyac@erols.com
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This 40+ year old welded-steel tank is located on Crystal Fountain Rd. at
the Town's water plant. It holds 500,000 gallons of drinking water. In
need of repair, Town Commissioners approved a 160,000+ contract for
restoration and future maintenance.

very close to Utility's," although he,
Fitzgerald, had not seen the actual pro-
posal in writing.

Mayor Hoover said that the
Nationwide offer was not relevant
because it did not include a mainte-
nance plan. The town wanted a contin-
uing maintenance package, not simply
to have the tank repaired.

Two years ago Utility Service had
offered the town a repair and mainte-
nance contract on the old' tank. The
work could not be done then because
there was no available back-up source
to supply the town with water while the
old storage tank was off-line, according
to Town Manager David Haller. The
new contract with Utility Service is
three percent higher than their estimate
two years ago, an increase Haller calls
"not that bad."

Mayor Hoover told The
Emmitsburg Dispatch that several fac-
tors now make it possible to repair the
old" 500,000-gallon capacity tank.
Emmitsburg has a water purchase
agreement with Mount St. Mary's; the
new water treatment plant was recently
completed; and the 100,000-gallon
capacity glass-lined water storage tank
has been installed.

"Mount St. Mary's supplies 100,000
gallons of water and the glass-lined tank
stores about 100,000 gallons -of water,"
he said, adding, "The town uses about
300,000 gallons of water a day."

Hoover said that the water pur-
chased from Mount St. Mary's and the
water from the storage tanks discharge
directly into the town's water feed-line.
The water plant can produce 350,000
gallons per day. If the water treatment

plant simply keeps replacing the water
being removed from the storage tank,
there should be no supply shortfall.

When asked whether or not the
contract should have been put out to
bid, Hoover told The Emmitsburg
Dispatch that it appears the town does
not have an ordinance that mandates
competitive bidding when a project
exceeds a stipulated amount. "I don't
think we have one (a competitive bid
ordinance)."

At the present time at least three
council members must agree to award a
contract. Putting a project out to bid
may not apply to projects for which
there is one known source or supplier,
or for a unique project.

Maryland Attorney General's
Office spokesperson Jamie St. Onge
said Maryland has no state law regulat-
ing municipal bidding procedures.
Frederick County Attorney John
Mathias said Frederick County also
does not regulate municipal award pro-
cedures, although there are county reg-
ulations that control county contract
bidding.

Emmitsburg codes apparently
authorize the town manager to expend
an amount of money "not in excess of
the dollar amount prescribed by the
board of commissioners." However,
the code itself does not spell out that
limit. Although there may be a policy
limit previously approved by Town
commissioners, there is no ordinance or
code that sets an amount at which a
purchase or contract must go out to bid.

Utility Service Co. said work on the
water tank is scheduled to begin in
spring 2004.

Antigone
—Continued from page 3

Dotson), Haimon (Adam Blickenstaff),
and Eurydice (Tiffany Bradley).
Robby Miller plays the Senator,
Creon's "right-hand man," while Josh
Bowers provides comic relief in the
role of the army sergeant. Jennifer
O'Neill plays Tiresias, the blind
prophet. The chorus, an integral part

•

of Greek drama, will include Carrie
Schildt, Ben Walker, Kris Head, Jake
Clabaugh, Laura Seiser, Jake Puhl,
Christine Portier, Brandon Harris,
Matina Hunter, and Scott Gautney.

Mrs. Karen Stitely, head of the
CHS Drama Department, will direct
the play. Tickets cost $6.00/student
and $7.00/adult. Information: 240-
236-8100.

-See related story on page 13.
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A word from the Mayor

Emergency Warning Systems
In February 2003,1 requested a meet-

ing with members of the Emmitsburg
Ambulance Company, Emmitsburg Fire
Company, Frederick County Deputies,
town staff and elected town officials.
This meeting was planned to discuss,
"What would we do if a disaster hap-
pened in Emmitsburg?" I arranged the
meeting due to the heightened levels of
security put in place by the Department
of Homeland Security.

At our first meeting, we acknowl-
edged that a natural disaster (flood, tor-
nado, vehicle accident...etc.) was more
likely than a man made disaster (terror-
ism). We also decided to include Mt.

Saint Mary's College, the Provincial
House, and the Fire Academy in our dis-
cussions. In April 2003 the Town
arranged for the group to go to La Plata,
MD to see an emergency warning system
installed there after a tornado went
through their town in 2002.

Prior to our visit to La Plata,
Emmitsburg Fire Chief Frank Davis
located and contacted two companies
that install emergency systems similar to
the one in La Plata and requested pricing
information. After Mr. Davis received
information from both companies, Town
officials discussed with this group the
functions they desired in an emergency
warning system in Emmitsburg. We
agreed to make it like La Plata's system,
which has a warning siren followed by a
voice announcement. The only differ-
ence from the La Plata system is that La
Plata only has one unit for the entire
town, which can not be heard all over
town. The system planned for
Emmitsburg will have . three units
throughout our town, with additional

units planned to be located at the Fire
Academy and Mt. Saint Mary's College.
With three units in Town, the siren and
voice announcements should be heard at
every location in Town. The purpose of
having voice announcements is to assure
a means of communication with the com-
munity. As the town of La Plata found
out, one of the most difficult problems
during an emergency is keeping the corn-

EMMITSBURG
Ambulance Co.

000 S. Seton Ave.
Exxxxeltsberg. MD 21727

Air
Condilioned
Building

Every Monday and Friday Night
Year Round
7:00 P.M.

Doors Open
5:30 P.M.

EARLY BIRDS
PAPER CARD

SPECIALS
JACKPOTS

WINNER TAKE ALL
SMOKE FREE BUILDING

SMOKING PERMITTED OUTSIDE

FOR MORE INFORMATION

(301) 447-6626

munity informed of the situation.
All three systems (Town of

Emmitsburg, Mt. Saint Mary's and the
Fire Academy) will be controlled prima-
rily from the Frederick County Central
Dispatch (911) Center. The Town of
Emmitsburg will also purchase addition-
al equipment to have the capability of
activating the system ourselves. All
equipment installed outside of Frederick
County's Central Dispatch Center and
the site designated as the Town of
Emrnitsburg's command center will be
solar powered with a minimum 72 hour
battery back-up supply. Equipment
installed inside Frederick County's
Central Dispatch Center and the site des-
ignated as the Town of Emmitsburg's
command center will be backed up by
generator power.

The Town's portion of the initial cost
to install the three units in Town and con-
nect to Frederick County's Central
Dispatch Center will be approximately
$100,000.00. At this time, nor the county
or the state have agreed to reimburse the
Town for any of this cost. We will keep
trying. Since the $100,000.00 was not

- projected in this year's current budget,
the Town Council approved fully funding
this project using money from the Town's
fund balance reserve. For future costs, we
have already enacted a town ordinance to
charge developers an additional $200.00
in impact fees for all new homes to cover
the cost to upgrade and enlarge the sys-
tem- as needed.

At the August Town meeting, the
commissioners with a 3-1 vote agreed to
go ahead with this project. I expect the
installation and testing of the equipment
to be completed late November 2003.
Soon after the installation and testing is
complete, I am planning a formal dedica-
tion of the system where residents will be
invited to hear more about the system and
get a better understanding of how it will
work. At the formal dedication, I will
also have an emergency guide that will
be distributed to all residents.

-Jim Hoover
Mayor of Emmitsburg

Robert F. Gauss & Assoc.
Professional Land Surveyors

Land Surveying

Engineering

Planning

301 447-2222
FAX 301-447-3158

Emmit House, Box 128

601 W. Main St.

Emmitsburg, MD 21727

Election Rules
—Continued from page 1

preparations did not allow much time
for new mayor or commission members
to become familiar with the budget
process. "This (Ordinance 03-15) was a
way to allow a new incoming member
time to gain some understanding before
having to dive into it (the budgetary
process)."

The mayor must prepare and present
a budget proposal to the council no later
than mid-June. "If a new mayor is elect-
ed (under the former timeframe), he or
she would have to come in and prepare
a budget report within the first 30 days
of office," Hoover stated.

Prior to the adoption of Ordinance
03-15, newly elected members of the
council would assume office on the first
day of May and be faced almost imme-
diately with budget work. "They would
have about six weeks to get up to speed
and vote on a budget," according to
Hoover.

However, the passage of Ordinance
03-15 created a five-month gap, which
had to be addressed by either lengthen-
ing or shortening the terms of incum--
bents or those newly elected.

Resolution 2003-005R, adopted on
Oct. 6, addressed the problematic five-
month disparity at the mayoral level by
increasing the mayor's term of office to
three years and five months, beginning
with the 2005 election.

Resolution 2003-004R, adopted on
Oct. 6, increased the term lengths for

new council members. The two council
members elected in 2004, the single
member elected in 2005, and the single
member elected in 2006, will each serve
terms of three years and five months.

• Hoover said, "We had the option to
extend or shorten the terms of the cur-
rent board, or extend or shorten the
terms of the new folks coming in. It
seemed fair to give the new board mem-
bers the additional time."

Applying the extended terms to new
members will allow voters to decide
who will serve the five-month extended
terms. If the extension had been applied
to incumbent terms, individuals would
serve longer than they had been elected
to serve.

• The extended terms will only apply
to those elected in 2004, 2005, and
2006. For those elected in 2007 and
thereafter, terms will revert back to the
three-year limit.

Ordinance 03-06, adopted Oct. 6,
increases the filing time. from 7 to 21
days for written applications from can-
didates for public offices. The three-
week period allows more time to deal
with various technical aspects of the
election process, including the mailing
of absentee ballots. Hoover said there
was concern that absentee voters were
being left out of the election process.
"There was no real mailing time. Some
voters may not get their absentee ballots
(under a seven-day time limit). This
(extending a candidate's filing time) is
one way to provide assurance that resi-
dents receive their absentee ballots."
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Monday, December 1
6:00p.m.-9:00 p.m.
Scheehde qfl,'vents;*

6:00 p.m. - Emmitsburg Tree Lighting Ceremony on the Square
Yoin the 'United C7hurch of CY-mist Choir in. caroling and

Mayor Hoover in the gghting of the town Christmas tree which
will be decoratedby our focal elementary schoolchildren.

'W 6:30 p.m. - Santa .Arrives
Santa invites aft to the Carriage !I-louse Inn for complimentary
hot dogs, cookies, live Nativity, entertainment, hayrides, and

horse drawn carriage rides.

*700 p.m.-9:00 p.m. - Entertainment at Carriage .116u,ye
Local choirs and vocalists wilt be fthtured

Cannedgoods and donations acceptedfirr the
Emmitsburg Lions- Club Christmas Food Drive.

Come and Celebrate the true meaning of c7hristrnas Spirit!
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RELIGION
New Pastor Called
to Elias Lutheran Church

New Pastor of Elias Lutheran Church, Jon
Greenstone (L), greets parishioner John Holt after
services, the Sunday following his ordination.

By Susan Allen
Staff Writer

The Reverend Jon Greenstone has been called
to serve as pastor of Elias Lutheran Church in
Emmitsburg. Pastor Jon received his Master of
Divinity from the Lutheran Theological Seminary
at Gettysburg in May. He was ordained to the min-
istry in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (ELCA) at Community Lutheran Church
in Sterling, VA on Oct. 19; and officially installed

at Elias Lutheran on Nov. 9, 2003.
Born in Washington, D.C. and raised in

Brookeville (Montgomery County), MD, Rev.
Greenstone developed a strong affinity for farming,
gardening, and rural life. After high school gradu-
ation he started a greenhouse and truck farming
business. He raised vegetables and flowers for sale
at farmers' markets in the D.C. metropolitan area.
He met his wife, Suse, through their mutual inter-
ests in gardening and farming. They.were married
in 1982.

The couple operated Dayspring Church Farm in
Germantown, MD for 4 years. Dayspring Church,
an ecumenical congregation, sponsored an out-
reach program serving immigrant families fleeing
civil war in El Salvador. Jon says that volunteer
experience strengthened his ethical awareness.
"My call [to ministry] originated from working
with the land and working with people.. .people
knew that we stood for justice and sought to serve
all people equally through growing healthy fruits
and vegetables and making the produce available
in many neighborhoods where the stores had
closed."

These experiences marked the beginning of a
10-year spiritual and academic journey. Moving to
Virginia, the Greenstones became active members
of the Community Lutheran congregation in
Sterling. As part of the church's "compassionate
outreach," Jon volunteered in Washington, D.C.
The volunteer effort, funded by the ELCA and
Lutheran Social Services, helped young people
"green" and renew their inner-city neighborhoods.
During these years, Jon completed his B.A. degree
in religion at Shenandoah University in
Winchester, VA.
He also began the candidacy process leading to

ordination into the ministry of "Word and
Sacrament." First came talks with his pastor and
local parish council. The local church filed a spon-
sorship statement with the synod, the ELCA
regional governing body. Jon interviewed with an
assistant to the bishop and a candidacy committee.
Every candidate must complete all these steps prior
to approval for admission to seminary. Greenstone
says the process can be daunting because one's

character, personality, and vocational commitment
are assessed at each level leading to, and during,
seminary. All along the way Jon had the continued
support of his congregation and family.
New experiences, including a 4-week study of

ancient Greek, provided more opportunities for
personal reflection at the Lutheran Theological
Seminary. Jon spent a summer as chaplain at
Bethany Village, a nursing home, making pastoral
calls and meeting regularly with a group of semi-
nary students. He learned that pastoral calls
become as much a blessing to the pastor as to those
visited. The second year of seminary is "heavy on
academics." The third year is an internship Year
when students serve as associate pastors. Jon's
special focus became the Town and Country
Church Institute, where he got to know the strug-
gles and values of small-town churches and their
congregations.

Greenstone was assigned to St. Paul's Lutheran
Church in Carlisle, PA. Carlisle is a former market
center, a college town, and home to a military
installation, the Army War College. There is also a
poor side of town. The town remains close to its
rural roots with a number of small family farms
nearby. During that year Pastor Jon worked with
several Mennonite families around Newville, PA,
helping them develop and promote their products.
"Seeing the connection between our small family
farms remaining viable, and preserving God's cre-
ation, became a great challenge to me." Ecological
stewardship remains one of Jon's abiding values.
He and Mrs. Greenstone retain their hands-on

gardening skills by teaching gardening and small-
scale farming techniques to inmates at the Adams
County Prison. Suse coordinates this work through
a life skills program called Seeds to Success. Men
preparing for release from prison can qualify for
the program. The men raise vegetables and flow-
ers to sell twice a week at the Seeds to Success
Farm Market in Gettysburg. Experiences with the
garden and market, combined with family plan-
ning, anger management and other classes help the
men develop a focus and work skills. Suse also
directs the Just Community Foods Program, which

—Continued on page 9

Emmitsburg Area Churches
Incarnation United Church of
Christ
Founded in 1758 as a German

Reformed Congregation. In 1860's the
church moved into town. The current
brick building was rebuilt after a fire in
1950. The current congregation is now
UCC.

124 West Main St.
Sunday service: 10 a.m.
Interim Pastor: Rev.Ted Haas
301-447-2270
St. Joseph's Roman Catholic
St. Joseph's Parish dates its begin-

ning to 1786. Rev. Matthew Ryan was
the first resident Pastor. The Parish has
been administered by the Vincentian
Community since 1852. The present
church was completed in 1842.

100 N. Seton Avenue
Weekly services: Monday - 7:30

p.m.(with the Miraculous Medal

Novena); Tuesday through Saturday -
8:30 a.m; Saturday Evening - 4:30 p.m.;
Sundays- 8:00, 10:15, 12:00 noon.

Pastor: Rev. William O'Brien, C.M.
301-447-2326
St. Anthony Shrine
St. Anthony's roots intertwine with

the old St. Mary's on the Hill and date
back to the 1700s. Our present church,
St. Anthony Shrine, opened its doors on
October 26, 1897.

16150 St. Anthony's Road
Mass schedule: Saturday, 4:00 p.m.,

Sunday, 7:00 a.m. & 9:30 a.m.
Pastor: Rev. James W. Hannon
Trinity United Methodist Trinity

United Methodist Church was founded
in 1833. The present sanctuary was
built in 1807. Trinity has been a reli-
gious presence in Emmitsburg for 168
years.

313 West Main St.
Services 9:00 a.m. Sunday School,

10 a.m.
Pastor: Rev. Wade A. Martin
Emmitsburg Presbyterian
Emmitsburg Presbyterian Church

has been a part of the Emmitsburg
Community since before the American
Revolution. The original meeting house
stood about a mile north of Emmitsburg
along the Gettysburg Rd. The grave of
Samuel Emmitt, founder of Emmitsburg,
is located in the old cemetery.

415 West Main St.
Service 11:00 a.m.
Pastor: Rev. R. Benjamin Jones
Tom's Creek United Methodist
In 1797, The Methodist

Congregation purchased the log church
that was built at Tom's Creek in 1757 by
families who were mostly Lutherans
and reforms. Since the old log church at

Tom's Creek had been used for 146
years; In 1903, the present church's
cornerstone was laid.

10926 Simmons Road
Sunday Services at 8:00 and 10:30
Pastor: Rev. Bill Warehime
301-447-2693
Elias Evangelical Lutheran
In 1797 the Lutheran and Reformed

congregations built a sanctuary in
Emmitsburg after they outgrew their
shared church at Tom's Creek. The
Reformed congregation constructed a
new church in 1869 on West Wain
Street while the Lutherans remained in
the stone church where they continue to
worship today.

100 West North Avenue
Worship with Holy

Communion — 10:30AM
Sunday School- 9 AM
301-447-6239
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A word from the pulpit

A meditation...
Finding our Help in God

By John Greenstone
Pastor

Elias Lutheran Church

"Happy are those whose help is
the God of Jacob, whose hope is in
the Lord their God, who made heav-
en and earth, the sea, and all that is in
them; who keeps faith forever; who
executes justice for the oppressed;
who gives food to the hungry. The
Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord
opens the eyes of the blind. The Lord
lifts up those who are bowed down;
the Lord loves the righteous.. .Praise
the Lord." (Psalm 146:5-8)

To find our need for God, we
sometimes have to journey away
from the safety and security of home,
the job, or whatever it is that has
become our source of refuge away
from God. It is unnatural for most of
us to abandon the secure confines of
our normal routines: the television,
the computer, the newspaper, another
cigarette, the alcohol or drug habit.
But in order td move into the deeper
spiritual life, we must turn ourselves
toward the One who is always faith-
ful, the One whom the psalmist has
found trustworthy. Our challenge is
to care enough about ourselves to
want to recognize where true living
comes from.

It is not as severe a journey as it
may sound. All that is required is for
us to retreat into the wilderness — to
go to the place where it is quiet. The
need is to reach the place where the
wind can be heard as it rustles
through the tall grass or blows
through the trees of our lives.
Becoming attentive to Life that is

New Pastor
—Continued from page 8

promotes buying locally-grown food
from area farms and addresses local
hunger and poverty issues. Her work
in the Gettysburg area, and Jon's spe-
cial interest in small towns and their
churches, led him to request a "geo-
graphical restriction" within the
ELCA. Church synods function as
"matchmakers" between congrega-
tions in need of pastors and pastoral
candidates. Local parish committees
interview prospective pastors and

hear them preach. When a candidate

receives his or her "call" from a

parish, the ordination ceremony can

take place.
Pastor Greenstone has begun

learning his way around Emmitsburg

by visiting shut-in members, of the

beyond our own — we begin to sense
creation's Source; possibilities for
inner renewal draw close. You may
even find this place in your own
imagination. What is necessary is to
get quiet even as the trees are quiet in
their growth toward winter dormanq
— the time of unseen growth.

Finding ourselves in this place
can allow the words from the
psalmist to take on new meaning in
our lives. From a state of quiet can
come the realization that true happi-
ness in life is not derived from what
society around us can give, but from
what God alone gives to those who
live their days with hope in him.
Blessings are not the summation of
acquired goods, but in knowing the
truth that God's love sets us free to
rejoice in that hope. Whether you
have much or little should not detract
from your joy in the Lord.

The psalmist from our passage
written above has apparently thought
long and hard about where true joy
lies. True joy comes to those who
hear the eternal voice that speaks in
the rustling of autumn leaves and is
contained in the swaying of the fall
grasses. This is the God of faithful-
ness and justice, the one who lifts up
the oppressed and loves the right-
eous. Get on the Way; seek the attrib-
utes of God for your life. And as you
journey — be listening and looking to
reconnect with the true Source of joy.
For it takes us some time to remove
ourselves from the trappings of life in
order to view God for who God is
"The one who . ."

The Peace of Christ be yours,
now and forever. Amen.

congregation. He looks forward to
getting to know his new parish fami-
ly, and adding to it. "With Elias'
strong tradition of church suppers,
good fellowship, and extensive histo-
ry, I think that we are in an exciting

position to welcome new families,"

he said. In Carlisle his congregation

shared special events with a nearby
United Church of Christ congrega-
tion. Pastor Greenstone intends to
support ecumenical cooperation here

as well.
Early in

Greenstones trade
apartment in Gettysburg for the
Lutheran parsonage on W. Main
Street. Later this month Pastor
Greenstone will deliver the sermon
for the Emmitsburg Council of
Churches annual Thanksgiving Day

service.
,

November the
in their student

OBITUARIES

Mr. Ralph Kelly

Mr. Ralph Franklin Kelly; 85, of
Bullfrog Road, Taneytown, died
Wednesday Nov. 5, at his home. He
was the husband of Betty Trish Kelly,
his wife of 56 years. Born Aug. 20,
1918, in Thurmont, he was a son of the
late Martin and Minnie Finneyfrock
Kelly.

Mr. Kelly was a member of Trinity
United Methodist Church, Emmitsburg
for more than 70 years. He served as
Lay Leader, Chairman of the Board,
Trustee, Sunday School
Superintendent, and taught Sunday
School for over 40 years.

He served in World War II for 3 1/2
years with _the Big Red One, Co. 1,
16th Infantry. He fought in North
Africa, Sicily and in the Omaha Beach
Invasion on D-Day. Mr. Kelly partici-
pated in the Battle of the Bulge. His
company fought throughout Europe
and was in Germany when the war
ended. He was awarded a combat
infantryman badge, two Purple Hearts,
two Bronze Stars and two Silver Stars.
After the war, he worked as a carpenter
and cement finisher. He retired in 1983
after serving as a rural mail carrier for
the Taneytown Post Office for more
than 20 years. For 11 years he was a
volunteer manager for the Taneytown
Food Bank. He enjoyed baseball
games, reading and gardening.

Surviving in addition to his wife
are one son, David E. Kelly, one
daughter, Sharon L. Adams; five grand-
children, four great-grandsons, one
great-granddaughter; one sister, Grace
Harbaugh of Emmitsburg; and many
nieces and nephews. He was preceded
in death by three brothers, Charles,
Guy and Luther Kelly; and three sis-
ters, Ethel Smith, Mary Ohler and
Mamie Kelly.

Funeral services were held Nov. 8
at Trinity United Methodist Church,
Emmitsburg, followed by interment at
Grace United Church of Christ
Cemetery, Taneytown.

In lieu of flowers, the family
requests donations be made to Carroll
County Food Sunday or the
Emmitsburg Food Bank.

Mr. Lumen Norris, Sr.

Mr. Lumen Francis Norris, Sr., 82,
of Mt. View Road, Emmitsburg, died
Sunday, Oct. 19 at Gettysburg
Hospital. He was the husband of Etta
Mae Shuff Norris for 59 years. Born
Feb. 17, 1921 in Emmitsburg, he was
the son of the late professor Thomas
and Margaret O'Donoghue Norris.

He was a member of St. Joseph's
Roman Catholic Church, Emmitsburg,
and a graduate of Mount St. Mary's
College, Class of 1943. He served with
Headquarters Company F the 87th
Infantry Division of General Patton's
Third Army. Among other medals, he

earned a Purple Heart for wounds sus-
tained during the Battle of the Bulge in
Jan. 1944. Mr. Norris served as
Quartermaster of the Emmitsburg
V.F.W. Post 6658 where he was a char-
ter member and past commander. He
was a member of the Knights of
Columbus Brute Council 1860,
Emmitsburg; American Legion,
Francis X. Elder Post 121,
Emmitsburg; Disabled American
Veterans; and Mount St. Mary's
Alumni Association. He was retired
from the State Department of
Assessments and Taxation where he
served as Supervisor of the Frederick
County Office.

In addition to his wife, he is sur-
vived by 5 children, Monica Lingg,
Rebecca Ryan, Lumen F. Norris, Jr.,
Luretta Adelsberger, and Aimee Norris.
He is also survived by 11 grandchil-
dren; 4 great-grandchildren; a brother,
Dr. Thomas Norris; 3 sisters, Rita
Priest, Mae Rosa Carroll, Eileen
McClean; and life-long friends,
William and Betty Garner. He was pre-
ceded in death by one brother Emmett
Norris; and one sister, Kathleen
Farmer.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
held Oct. 23 at St. Joseph's Roman
Catholic Church, Emmitsburg fol-

lowed by interment at Emmitsburg
Memorial Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, the family
request donations be made to the Scott •
Key Center, 1050 Rocky Springs Road,
Frederick, MD. 21702

Mrs. Mary Welty

Mrs. Mary Dula Welty, 99, of
Green Acres Nursing Home,.
Gettysburg, Pa., formerly of
Emmitsburg, died Wednesday, Oct. 15,
at the home. She was the wife of Tyson
Welty, who died in November 1971.
Born Sept. 9, 1904, in Gettysburg, she
was a daughter of the late Scott H. and
Barbara Gelwicks McNair.

She was a member of St. Joseph's
Roman Catholic Church, Emmitsburg.
She was a member of the Emmitsburg
Grange.

She is survived by four children,
Bernard M. Welty, Joseph N. Welty,
James T. Welty and Barbara W. Martin;
13 grandchildren; nine great-grandchil-
dren; and one brother, Scott McNair of
Emmitsburg. She was preceded in
death by one daughter, Margaret Baker;
one sister, Margaret McNair; and two
brothers, Gelwicks McNair and Robert

McNair.
A Mass of Christian Burial was cel-

ebrated Oct. 16 at St. Joseph's Roman
Catholic Church, Emmitsburg.
Interment was held in St. Joseph's
Cemetery, Emmitsburg.

In lieu of flowers, memorials can
be made to St. Joseph's Church
Cemetery Fund, P.O. Box 376,
prip-,iitsb,urg„Mdl 31727i-0376. ,
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"All This and Heaven Too"
A new painting of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

By Susan Allen
Staff Writer

In an informal ceremony at
Mother Seton School (MSS) on Fri.,

Nov. 7, local artist Rebecca Pearl
unveiled her latest work, "All This
and Heaven Too," a tribute to St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton. Ms. Pearl pre-
sented the watercolor to Sr. Mary

DON'T SETTLE FOR LESS GET A
"LITTLE - MOORE"
Tony Little & Jane Moore fl
301-662-2468 (Direct)

littlemoore@littlemoore.com WIVVV.Littlemoore.com
Real Estate Pams, LIE 301-695-3020 (office)

Fine Suburban Living
'Wage 2 story with over 3,000 sq. ft of living space.

6 bedrooms, 2.5 baths. 2 fireplaces. 2 car garage. Gorgeous updated kitchen.
• Call 301-482-8201 ask for Cinnamon. WA4599345 5249.500

ST. PETER'S BOOKS
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et yours from
FREE
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customer please

Courteriay
Bar tlh olorriew 's
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Now Available
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Hours:

Mon- thru Fr.— 6:30 a.m. — 8:00 p.m.
Saturday — 9:00 a.m. — 6:00 p.m.
Sunday — 9:00 si.m. — 2:00 p.m.

-Catherine Conway, principal, and the
school's Student Council. The title,
from Mother Seton's writings, refers
to the natural beauty of the
Emmitsburg valley.

Commissioned to honor the life
and work of Mother Seton in the
Emmitsburg community, this is not a
traditional portrait, but a composite

Local artist Rebecca Pearl
describes details in her latest work
to Student Council members of
Mother Seton School. The water
color painting, "All This and
Heaven Too," was commissioned by
the school to honor the life and
work of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton,
the school's founder.

of images. In the foreground are
Mother Seton and two children.

Internet
Made Easy!
NOW IN EMMITSBURG

$9.95
PER

MONTH!
No Credit Card

Required!

SETUP SOFTWARE
makes connecting fast & easy!

FIVE email boxes, Webmail,
Instant Messaging and more!

Unlimited Access - Sign Up Online

www.localnet.com
301-631-8158

IN -::8-88-7265
RELIABLE INTERNET ACCESS SINCE 1994

Behind them are the- "stone house"
and the "white house" where •she
lived and founded the school in 1810.
Also included are Mount St. Mary's
College, St. Joseph's Church and the
bell tower at the mountain chapel
where Mother Seton worshipped.

Rebecca Pearl is a well-known
regional artist honored for her work
in both watercolor and pastels. In
preparation for the painting, she stud-
ied Mother Seton's legacy in
Catholic education and her life work
in Emmitsburg. She has uniquely
connected the inspiration, subject,
and locale of "All This and Heaven
Too" by using water from the spring
at the Grotto of Lourdes to create her
watercolors. Ms. Pearl includes actu-
al locations where Mother. Seton
taught and prayed. She conveys
Mother Seton's spirituality and her
special devotion to children. The
subtle change of seasons in the work
speaks to the timelessness of her
spirit. From spring in the fore-
ground, the colors move through.
summer and fall tones toward a hint
of winter on the mountains.

Maribeth Giangiuli, Laurie
Szukalski, and Donna Cecil, the
Holiday Gala committee parents,
commissioned the painting. It was
on display at the Mother Seton
School Holiday Gala on Nov. 15 at
Liberty Mountain Resort.

Artist's proofs of "All This and
Heaven Too" are available for $75; a
limited edition of 600 signed prints
will sell for $50. Sales benefit the
school's expansion program. The
painting is included on the MSS web-
site, www.mothersetonschool.org.
For more information contact Val
Mentzer in the school's development
office, 301:447-3161.
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Two Families Displaced Following

Apartment Building Fire
Chief Frank Davis of Emmitsburg's

Vigilant Hose Company (VHC) said

area firefighters were put to the test late

Sat. Nov. 8 by a, rapidly spreading fire
at 280 S. Seton Ave. Initial reports

indicated that people might be trapped
in the 2-1/2 story wood-frame struc-

ture, a nearly century old residential

apartment building. Fortunately all 7

residents and their pets escaped. Two

families were displaced and assisted by
the Red Cross and neighbors: Diane

Elliott and Clifford Mills and their 2

children; and Kenneth and Patricia

Baker and their son. Clifford Mills was

treated at Gettysburg Hospital

Emergency Dept. for possible airway

burns and released early Sunday morn-

ing.
Frederick County Department of

Emergency Communications received

the call shortly after 11 p.m. When fire-

fighters arrived on the scene, flames

were already shooting out second floor

windows. Even before fire hoses

advanced to the front door, the fire had

reached the attic. By the time crews
had begun to spray water, fire was leap-
ing from the roof. The blaze generated
heavy smoke conditions throughout the
south end of town, drawing many spec-
tators.

It took firefighters 3 hours to com-
plete their efforts, which included
securing the scene in the chilly night-
time temperatures. The building owner,
Sam Kugler, who lives out of the area,
was notified of the fire while it was still
in progress. The S. Seton Ave. blaze is
the first major fire within town limits

since 2 houses in Emmit Gardens

burned within a week of each other in

April 2002.
Deputy Maryland State Fire

Marshal Ed Ernst determined that the

fire started in wiring behind an electric

baseboard heater, located at the end of

a severely overloaded electrical circuit.

Initial loss estimates were $45,000 to

the structure and $5,000 to the con-

tents. Actual losses are yet to be deter-

mined.
Several area fire companies back-

filled empty stations whose personnel

had answered. the call. Assisting VHC

companies were Greenmount,

Thurmont, Fairfield, Rocky Ridge,

Harney, Taneytown, Gettysburg,

Barlow, Gettysburg Hospital's Medic

28, Frederick City / Citizens Truck Air

Unit 4, Allegheny Power, the Frederick

County Red Cross, and the Maryland

State Fire Marshal's Office.
Back at the station, as apparatus

and equipment were being readied for

future service and necessary reports

were being completed, Chief Davis

said of the event, "I was very proud of

how everything went and how well

everyone worked together. We are just

so fortunate to have the terrific assis-

tance from others during tragic events

like this one."
Chief Davis went on to say, "VHC

President Tim Clarke has already

authorized a $1,000 check for each

family to be delivered by mid-day

Sunday." The Fire Company's

fundraising activities make it possible

for them to offer assistance to house

fire victims. Wayne Powell, VHC

Public Information Officer said, "The

Emmitsburg community generously

supports us. We try to give back by

quickly helping those in need."

-VHC Public Information Officer

Wayne Powell contributed to this
report.
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EDUCATION

Is State Aid to Theology Students
in Jeopardy?

By Richard D. L. Fulton
Staff Writer

Although under attack elsewhere,
state aid to college theology majors
appears to be on solid ground in
Maryland, but no one can say for sure
"It can't happen here." Recent cases in
Michigan and Washington State are
bringing increased attention to the
issue.

Pace McConkie, Assistant Attorney
General for the Maryland Higher
Education Commission, said,
"Maryland does have an anti-discrimi-
nation statute which basically says
(individual student) applicants for
state-supplied financial aid cannot be
denied because of religion."

"There is also another statute which
allows the state to give financial aid
directly to educational institutions

which cannot be used for religious pur-
poses," such as establishing a grant for
theological studies. "That Would be a
problem," McConkie said. For the
moment the Attorney General's Office
has chosen "not to take a position on
the (out-of-state) issues," although
Maryland was approached by other
states soliciting briefs outlining its
position.

Joseph Conn, spokesman for the
national office of the Americans United
for Separation of Church and State
(AU), said Maryland financial aid laws
are "more lenient than those of other
states. Two-thirds of the states have
strict constitutions that don't allow
money to be used for religious educa-
tion."

"Americans United's position is
that it is appropriate if states want to do
that (grant or deny financial aid to the-
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ology majors), but that the federal
courts should stay out of the issue. The
federal courts have never said states
have to provide financial assistance to
theology majors. It would be a bad
move if the federal courts issue a deci-
sion effectively mandating that states
must provide financial aid to students
majoring in religious studies."

From AU's perspective the issue of
state financing centers on whether the
student is engaged in objective reli-
gious instructions or subjective study.
Training for the ministry at a seminary
is referred to as objective training,
rather than the subjective study of reli-
gion that takes place in colleges and
universities. "Objective religious stud-
ies ought to be paid for out of private
funds," according to Conn.

Stacey Mink, spokesperson for the
Maryland Chapter of the American
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), said,
"The issue (thus far) has not been
brought to the attention of the
Maryland ACLU."

David Reeder, Director of Financial
Aid at Mt. Saint Mary's College, con-
firmed that undergraduate theology
majors are currently eligible for state
aid both through the Hope Scholarship
Program and need based assistance.
The Hope Scholarship is a $1,000 to
$3,000 loan from the state of MD avail-
able to high school seniors who plan to
enroll in a two-year or four-year col-
lege. Students must agree to work in
MD for one year for each loan year.

"Graduates do not qualify for aid
under the Hope Scholarship Program or
need-based assistance, regardless of
their major," Reeder said. He noted
that any religion-ba§ed cutback in
direct aid to students would most likely
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impact undergraduates majoring in the-
ology at the college.

Under present state guidelines,
financial aid can be offered directly to
theology majors. However, statb aid
provided to colleges, rather than to
individual students, may dictate that
those funds not be used for theology
majors.

John Gill, registrar at Mount Saint
Mary's, said that the state-managed
Joseph A. Sellinger Program of Aid to
Non-Public Institutions, adopted in the
mid-1970s, gives money only to col-
leges and does prohibit use of the funds
to finance theology majors. The col-
lege reallocates money received from
the state through this grant program to
students. Since the state does not give
this aid money directly to students, the
guidelines for the Hope Scholarship
and various need-based assistance pro-
grams do not apply.

Each year Mt. Saint Mary's
Colleges averages 1,300 undergradu-
ates. According to Gill there are
presently 19 theology undergraduates.
Only 3 of those 19 presently receive
Maryland state aid.

Editor's Note: Eleven states cur-
rently prohibit state aid to students
majoring in theology. The American
Center for Law and Justice has filed
suit against the State of Washington for
rescinding a state scholarship to an
undergraduate theology major at a
Christian college. The Supreme Court
has agreed to review the case to deter-
mine if the State of Washington violated
the student's right to the free exercise of
religion under the First Amendment.
The case will be heard in December
2003.

A word about pre-arrangements
and pre-financing

The funeral serves a wide range of
purposes, with religious, psychological,and
physical significance. There are many
aspects and details to the meaningful funeral
that are arranged with the assistance of the
professional funeral director, usually at the
time of need. However, some people prefer
counseling prior to need.
We offer complete information on pre-

arrangements and pre-financing, available
without cost or obligation of any kind.

Feel free to contact us at your

Skiles Funeral Home
Serving the community since 1878

P.O. Box 427 Emmitsburg, MD 21727 447-6244
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Meet Catoctin's Antigone
Sarah Heiderman

By Susan Allen
Staff Writer

When Sarah Heiderman says,

"Theater is my life," you might think
her statement is a teenage exaggera-
tion. After all, she is only 17, and a
senior at Catoetin High School.

However, a panel of professional

judges named Sarah a Maryland

Distinguished Scholar in the Arts

(Drama) finalist for 2003. She was

chosen from a competitive field of 677

student actors throughout the state.
The award includes a $12,000 scholar-
ship ($3,000 per year) which Sarah
can use to attend any college in

Maryland. She is the first Catoctin

High student to become a-finalist in

drama. Sarah is the first Frederick

County winner in this category in 9
years.

High school drama teachers
selected the dramatic arts scholar can-

didates. Mrs. Karen Stitely, Sarah's
teacher, helped her choose two mono-
logues to perform for the judges. Sarah
has had considerable theater experi-
ence at Catoctin, both onstage and
behind the scenes as a student director.
Last year she appeared in lead roles in

A Midsummer Night's Dream and
Anything Goes. As a sophomore, she
performed in Oklahoma, and was
dance captain for the show's produc-

tion numbers. She is a 4-year member

of the drama club, and Mrs. Stitely's

aide with this year's Drama I class.

Sarah's first stage experience was

as a dancer, and she teaches dance

classes at the Catoctin Recreation

Center based at Thurmont Middle

School. Ideally she would like her

future career to "incorporate children

— I love working with children — and

acting, maybe in drama therapy."

Sarah's other talents appear in her

work as "co-executive" of the high

school literary magazine and as a new
member of the school's academic tour-
nament team. She is also a member of
the National Honor Society.

Sarah plans to use her scholarship
at Goucher College, Loyola College,
or Towson State University. Goucher
is her first choice. She has applied for
an early admissions decision, and "I
think my interview went really well."
She will, naturally, major in theater,
with possibly a minor in English.

Sarah is the daughter of George
and Joyce Heiderman of Sabillasville.
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Catoctin High School senior, Sarah Heiderman, appears in title role of school's
drama performance Antigone.
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The (retired) Ecologist
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On Growing, up and old

Bill Meredith
Dispatch Writer

Every year, the yard and garden
around our house seem to provide
new sources of diversion. Last year
it was bumblebees and field mice;
before that it was butterflies, hum-
mingbirds and foxes. This year the
entertainment, and the source of
reflection, was provided by repre-
sentatives from the opposite ends of
the food chain: rabbits and hawks.
The rabbit turned up early in

June; while weeding my wife's herb
garden, I pulled up the weed it was

hiding under before I saw it. It was
recently out of the nest, about 4
inches long, and still bearing the

white spot on its forehead. Instinct,
inherited from generations of ances-

tors that survived long enough to
reproduce, told it there was no
chance of outrunning any serious
predator at that size, so it darted
under another weed about a foot
away and "froze." I watched it a
while and then left it undisturbed;
there were plenty of weeds to pull in
other places.

You don't have to learn
much if you're a rabbit; life is com-
pressed, and there isn't time. This
one spent its pre-adolescent days in
the herb garden, and then moved to
the flower bed on the bank opposite
the porch for the teen-age phase of
its existence. It memorized a few
reliable escape routes under the
junipers on the bank, which it could
dart into if one of my grandchildren
or a stray cat got too close. That
seemed to be the extent of its educa-
tion. It must have been aware that I
was on the porch watching it... I was
in plain sight and it surely could
smell my cigar. But it came out in
the open with blithe unconcern, nip-
ping off blades of grass or plantain
stalks and munching them like a kid
sucking in strings of spaghetti.

Ecologists use the same tech-
niques as life insurance companies
to calculate a statistic called the
median life expectancy -of animals,
i.e., the age by which half of the
individuals born at a given time will
have died. In nature, rabbits never

die of old age; a lucky individual
might survive 3 or 4 years, but it is
likely that less than half of them sur-
vive two months. My rabbit passed
that milestone in mid-August; then it
moved from its teen-age pad on the
bank to the edge of the Great Forest
in the back yard to start its adult life.

The Main Street Grill
304 E. Main Street

301-447-3116
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There is food and cover there; but
there are also foxes, hawks, owls and
stray dogs. Such is life, if you're a
rabbit.
Some time last spring a pair of

Cooper's hawks homesteaded in a
tree in the Great Forest. I stayed
away from the area to avoid disturb-
ing them, but as the summer wore on
and their fledgling's appetite grew, I
often saw them hunting. I didn't see
them make a kill, but there was an
abundant supply of English spar-
rows, house finches and starlings to
satisfy their needs, and I suspect
wood thrushes and song sparrows
were on their shopping list as well.
The young hawk left the nest

early in August, to the accompani-
ment of vociferous encouragement
from its parents, and it decided to
use my yard as a training area for
flight school. For over a week if
careened wildly about the house like
a teenager on a motorcycle, crashing
through trees in clumsy pursuit of
sparrows and squawking in frustra-
tion from exposed perches when it
failed to catch anything. It lost a few
feathers, but survived that period
without serious injury. Its luck held;
its parents continued to feed it for a

few weeks, and now it is on its own.
It knows by instinct what to hunt for
and, when the time comes, how to
find a mate and build a nest. Its edu-
cation will consist only of perfecting
its hunting skills before fall ends... a
small but vital task. Probably fewer

than s half of its kind survive their
first winter.

I. thought of the rabbit and the
hawk when my granddaughter
arrived in August for her annual
week's visit. She brought with her a
brand-new learner's permit, and it
seems that she, who so recently sat
on my lap and listened to The Tales.
of Peter Rabbit, is also preparing to
leave the nest. To my wife's conster;
nation, I took her out in our car, and
by the end of thr week she had
learned which way to turn the steer-
ing wheel when backing up, when to
use the turn-signal, and how to keep
the car on the road when meeting on-
coming vehicles. There is much
more to learn, of course, but unlike
the rabbit and the hawk, she has
time. On average, we humans spend
the first fourth of our lives under
parental care and teaching; nearly all
of our survival skills come from
learning instead of instinct. And then
we spend the next half of our allotted
years nurturing our own offspring.
Such is life, if you're a human.

Having made it through those

two stages, I now find myself
engaged in the last quarter of the
lifespan. There was a time, not too
long ago it seems, when my contem-
poraries were preoccupied with
expanding. Our families, our houses,
our yards, the number of cars in our
driveways, our career ambitions, our
waistlines.., all were growing with
unrestrained exuberance. Then at
some point it began to dawn on us
that we were not immortal, and the
urge to expand began to dwindle.
The kids whose growth had been
recorded by marks on the door jamb
each birthday moved away; houses
suddenly seemed too big. Here and
there, someone retired early and
moved to Florida; someone else
keeled over while jogging. Joints
began to ache, blood pressure began
to rise, and we survivors began to
realize that we were _ of the way to
our own median life expectancy. As
this began to soak in, our preoccupa-
tion changed, and we became con-
cerned with consolidation, estate
planning and contraction of respon-
sibilities. "Downsizing," a corrup-
tion of the English language as well
as an abominable concept,- began to
dominate our thinking. The conver-
sation turned from sharing next
year's seed catalogs to the advan-
tages of "assisted living," where the
lawns and gardens, if they exist at
all, are tended by someone else.
The last few decades represent the

first time in our history as a species
that large numbers of us survived
long enough to experience this stage
of life. This is a new phenomenon.
Until the last couple of centuries we
humans have shared the survival pat-
terns of rabbits and hawks, in which
most individuals die young and only
a few live to old age. The entire
world's ecological system is based
on this pattern; no ecosystem has
ever had to deal with population
growth of the magnitude that our
new survival pattern has caused.

Our success in extending our life
expectancy has presented us with a
cruel dilemma. It is by no means cer-
tain that we can sustain a social sys-
tem in which a quarter of the popu-
lation is retired and consuming
goods while not producing anything.
But it is certain that the planet can-
not sustain the population that will
result if the rest of the world
approaches our life expectancy. I can
state the problem; I have no easy
answers. I know only that pretending
the problem doesn't exist, as
seems to be our leaders' policy, will
not work.
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Seniors Often Face
Complicated Medical Issues

By Richard D. L. Fulton matters worse, "the normal aging

Staff Writer process in itself can be a challenge."

Lower income seniors, those who

Legend has it that there was once a fall at or below the national .poverty

time in every person's life called the level, and who rely on public assistance

"Golden Years." People reached a cer- for partial or full medical aid, put off
tam age and retired from the workforce. potentially life-saving annual check-

They spent their remaining years on ups. Many also cannot afford to have

earth relatively carefree, reaping the prescriptions filled if they do not have

benefits of all they had sown in their some type of medical assistance or

younger days. And they took care of insurance.
their own medical affairs or had their According to the Gerontological

family's help. Today, retirement is Society of America, senior citizens

often an elusive quest and spending spend about 19 percent of their annual

one's remaining years in a carefree incomes on medical care. Low-income

state seems a luxury reserved for the seniors may spend as much as 32 per-

rich and famous. cent. "Nineteen percent is fairly bur-

According to the 2000 U.S. Census densome for the average elderly per-
and the MD Department of Planning, son; but the figures are even worse for

25,355 seniors over 60 live in Frederick those in the lowest income levels, for

County. Of that number 4,842 also suf- those with chronic health problems and
fer from physically or psychologically for the oldest of the old," according to
debilitating conditions. A significant Stephen Crystal, chairman of Rutgers
concern to healthcare workers is the Institute for Health, Health Care Policy
number of seniors, low-income or oth- and Aging Research, Division on
erwise, who forego medical aid Aging.
because they lack the money to pay for While medical costs in general
it or transportation to acquire it. seem to spiral out of control, federal

The 2000 census also states that legislators are even now considering
12.9 percent of the population and 4.2 raising the home health care co-pay
percent of families are below the rate (House Medicare bill H.R.1). More
poverty line in Emmitsburg. Out of the than 38 senior, disability, provider and
total people living in poverty, 4.1 per- 'faith-based organizations presently
cent are under the age of 18 and 44.4 oppose the legislation.
percent are 65 or older. Adding to the confusion are the

Elizabeth Minnick, program man- often-conflicting reports federal goy-
ager for the Frederick County Dept. of ernment reports regarding the necessity
Health, Adult Evaluation and Review of annual or routine medical check-ups.
Services, said, "Our society has created The U.S. Preventive Services Task
too many barriers for seniors to obtain Force recommends that seniors have
medical care." According to Minnick regular check-ups for high blood pres-

many senior citizens are frustrated by sure and high cholesterol, cancer of the

the "lack of transportation to get to and breast, colon, and cervix, and for vision

from medical appointments, complicat- and hearing problems. They also rec-

ed medical forms to be filled out, costs ommend immunizations against
of exams and having to deal with influenza, pneumococcal disease and

touch-tone recorded message systems tetanus. Other federal reports claim
to schedule appointments." To make that billions of dollars are wasted on
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"unnecessary" annual medical check-
ups or some routinely performed tests.

Karen Black, public information
director, State Department of Health
and Hygiene, told the Dispatch,
"Preventive medicine is the best
approach to maintaining good health."
Cindy Bowers, public information offi-
cer, Frederick County Health
Department, agreed, adding that fore-
going annual checkups could result in
missing early signs of potentially
expensive and dangerous conditions.

Given these conflicting health care
recommendations and increasing
expenses, this is a good time for seniors
to look into local options to reduce out-
of-pocket medical care costs.

For transportation to and from med-
ical appointments, contact the TransIT

Services of Frederick County, 301-694-
2065. Seniors and people with disabili-
ties are eligible for reduced rates.

For assistance completing medical
forms and help in organizing medical
needs, contact the Frederick County
Department of Aging, 301-694-1604,
or the Frederick County Department of
Social Services Senior Care Program,
301-694-4555. Several private agen-
cies that offer assistance are listed in
the Department of Aging "Blue Book."
For a copy, call the Frederick County
Department of Aging at 301-694-1604.
• For prescription assistance call the
Maryland Pharmacy Assistance
Program (MPAP) at 1-800-492-1974,
or the Frederick Community Action
Agency Medbank Program, 301-694-
1506 or 301-694-1394.

A word from the doctor

Benefits of regular physical activity
As busy as we are these days, sta- which we burn calories. We sleep bet-

tistics reveal that most of us are not ter, which can improve our mental
physically active enough. Without alertness. Finally, it increases energy
enough exercise, we can become tired and endurance, builds strength, and
and unfit. This leaves us feeling improves the way we feel overall.
unhealthy and less happy. 'Increased Any exercise program should
physical activity can lead to a longer include the following three types: aer-
life and improved health. obic, weight-bearing, and flexibility.

Studies show that regular physical Aerobic, or cardiovascular, exercise
activity lowers cholesterol, blood pres- moves large muscle groups. It causes
sure, and blood sugar levels, reducing you to breathe more deeply and your
the risk of heart disease, high blood heart to work harder to pump blood,
pressure, and diabetes. It keeps joints, strengthening them both. Examples
tendons and ligaments flexible so it's include walking, jogging, running,
easier to move around. It reduces some cycling, rollerblading, aerobic dance,
of the effects of aging, like osteoporo- rowing, swimming and cross-country
sis and arthritis. Exercise contributes skiing, just to name a few.
to mental well-being by relieving Weight-bearing exercise works
stress and anxiety and helps to treat against gravity, building strong bones,
depression. It helps us maintain a nor-
mal weight by increasing the rate at —Continued on page 17
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SPORTS AND RECREATION

Restoring the Love of the Game

Personal Achievement is the heart
of Special Olympics

By Megan Zimmerman
Dispatch Intern

Every four years the world
watches as the most elite athletes
compete for the highest honors in
amateur sports. After enduring train-
ing, pain, and sacrifice to be part of
the Olympics, the pressure to per-
form better than any other athlete is
overwhelming, and often consumes
the athlete's mind and motives.

Some think this intention of
"wanting to win" has overshadowed
the true spirit of sports. The age-old
lessons learned from competition,
such as teamwork and achieving
goals, have been replaced with the
incredibly high pressures of being
the best, and the extreme fear of fail-
ing.

But for some athletes success is
measured not in the ranking against
other athletes, but in the small
achievements made by their own
progress. Athletes in the Special
Olympics take pride in the little steps

made when preparing to compete in
their sport. "Of course, each athlete
hopes to come in first, but more
importantly is achieving a personal
best," explains Annette Lynch, Vice
President of the Special Olympics of
MD Sports Development and
Education. In great contrast to some
motives of professional sports,
"Athletes of the Special Olympics
are not dominated by pressures to be
number one; rather, they are encour-
aged to perform to the best of their
abilities."

On Saturday, Nov.1 Mount Saint
Mary's College hosted the MD
Special Olympics Fall Sports Fest.
Six hundred athletes from across the
state participated in cycling, golf,
power lifting, and soccer. Separated
by skill level, the athletes competed
against others of the same ability, so
that every person had an equal
chance to advance. In addition to the
athletes' families and friends, over
200 coaches and 250 volunteers
attended the event.
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Every athlete received an award,
whether for placing in the top four, or
for notable effort. Jackie Smeller, a
local Special Olympics volleyball
coach, and mother of an athlete her-
self, believes that "the goal of the
coaches is to let the athlete progress
at the level they are capable of."

In coaching his local Special
Olympics soccer team, which
includes two of his sons, Craig
Robillard focuses on "improving a
player's weaknesses, but at the same
time greatly encouraging the
strengths." In competition, Robillard
has noticed some pressure among
athletes. "They clearly understand
the concept of losing and winning a

" game. The athletes are definitely
compelled to win for themselves, and
their teammates." As Robillard's son
Andy explains, "I always want to
win!"

With so many determined ath-
letes and dedicated coaches, the
Special Olympics preserves the true
meaning of athletic competition.
Special Olympics athletes focus
mainly on progressing, meeting per-
sonal goals, and enjoying the sport.
These are values often lost by profes-
sional athletes. The Special
Olympics has honorably restored the
thrill of competition, the value of
accomplishment, and the joy of
sports for athletes of all abilities.

Handling the Pressure
By A.J. Russo

Editor
Sports & Recreation

Standing in Yankee Stadium
at the monuments behind center field
before the seventh game of this year's
World Series, Josh Beckett enter-
tained questions from reporters. One
pointed to the statues and asked if he
was intimidated by the likes of these
great Yankees. His response was,
"Why should I be? I'm not facing
these guys tonight." Emphasis on
these.

Maybe a little arrogance, but he
certainly "hurled" lots of confidence
between those words. It's this kind of
swagger that allowed this seemingly
over confident kid (only 23 years old)
to pitch the second complete game of
his career (both in this year's playoffs)
in the most important, most pressure
filled game of anyone's career.

Asked why he would take such a
gamble with a young arm coming off a
108-pitch outing in game 3 of the

Series (which he lost), after only two
days' rest, Jack McKeon, the Marlin's
manager, cited the two-hit shutout
Beckett threw in game 5 of the NL
Championship Series (when Chicago
led Florida three games to one). He
also noted the four innings of one-hit
relief in game 7 at Wrigley Field, when
Beckett pitched on two days' rest.

Oh, that's why. Emphasis on that's.
But even so, we're talking about

pitching against the evil empire, in the
house that Ruth built, in game 7 of the
World Series, not the playoffs—and the
kid was only 9-8 during the regular sea-
son. Who'd-a-thiink?

Intimidated? When asked how he
felt now that the series was over,
Beckett's response was, "I can't
believe we don't have a game tomor-
row. That's kind of the weird thing
right now." To be young again.

"When you're that young, you
don't know what fear is," Yankees
manager Joe Torre said after game 7. I
don't think so, Joe. He knows fear—he
was just able to handle it.
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Outside the Game

Curses! The Irony of It!
By A.J. Russo

Editor
Sports & Recreation

After the U.S. entry into World
War I in 1917, the Government called
for the end of major league baseball's
1918 regular season by Labor Day
and the playing of the World Series
immediately thereafater. Accordingly,
the 1918 Series, instead of being a
fall classic, ran late summer from
Sept. 5 through Sept. 11.

Baseball's big event was a big
success story for the Boston Red Sox.
Four times the Sox had appeared in
the Series, and four times they had
won it. Hopes of making it five for
five rested, in part, on the multi-tal-
ents (pitching and batting) of Babe
Ruth. As irony had it, this would be
the last series for the Sox. Ruth won
two games, pitching a 1-0 shutout in
game 1 and winning 3-2 in game 4.
Their opponent? The Chicago Cubs,
who hadn't won since 1908 and as

most of us know by now, still haven't

won since 1908.
Curses
Of course, this adds irony to one of

the infamous cursesThe Curse of the
Bambino, inflicted on the Red Sox, as

the legend goes, for selling Babe Ruth to

the New York Yankees in 1920.
I have no explanation for the other

curse. But, also as legend goes, a tavern

owner was refused permission to bring

his goat into Wrigley Field for a 1945

World Series game and then swore that

the Cubs would never again win a cham-
pionship. Hence, the Billy Goat Curse.

Five Outs to Co
But despite the goat and the bambi-

no, it looked like we might actually see
the cursed Sox and Cubs square off
again this year. The Cubbies had the
Florida Marlins on the ropes in the
NLCS, opening up a 3-1 series lead
before ...

Game Six. Five outs to go. Wrigley
Field crowd on its feet. World Series
within their grasp.

Then, it was almost as if the baseball
gods realized these were the Cubs. In a
stunning turnaround, the Marlins took
advantage of left fielder Moises Alou's
run-in with a fan on a foul ball and an
error by shortstop Alex Gonzalez, to
score eight runs.

Meanwhile in New York, game 7,
David Ortiz made it 5-2 with a homer in
the Boston half of the eighth on David
Wells' first pitch of the game and it
looked as if. the Sox were ignoring the
smirk etched on Ruth's bust in center
field.

Then, in the bottom of the eighth,
FIVE OUTS TO GO (How spooky is
that?), Jeter doubled over Nixon in right,
and Bernie Williams singled him home.
Hideki Matsui followed with a double
down the right-field line — on a 0-and-
2 pitch, I might add — that put runners
on second and third, and Posada looped
a hit to center that scored both runners.
It was as if the baseball gods realized the
guys in the field were wearing Red Sox.

It's funny how the gods come out in
situations like this. They've followed
Greg Norman around the sand traps for
years. They showed up in 1993 when
Jana Novotna led Steffi Graf 6-7, 6-1,4-
1 and at 40-30 in the sixth game of the

deciding set at Wimbledon, caused,
arguably, the greatest disintegration in
Wimbledon history. In the World title
fight in 1980, they undoubtedly duped
Roberto Duran into becoming confused
and exasperated by Leonard's slick
movement, causing him to suddenly
stop fighting in the eighth and declare,
'No mas, no mas.' And we all know that
the Gods were in the stands hexing their
hearts out when Scott Norwood's kick
drifted past the right upright, leaving the
underdog Giants with a 20-19 Super
Bowl win.
. The ability not to choke is the
essence of becoming a high achiever in
sports. Most of the time, it's what sets
the winners apart from those who place
second. The best way to beat "the curse"
is to hire those who can handle the pres-
sure.

Congrats to the Yanks and Marlins.

A.J. Russo is a professor at Mt. Saint
Mary's College and the author of seven
novels and more than 30 scientific
papers. His opinions do not necessarily
reflect those of Mt. Saint Mary's
College. His most recent novel, Dah-
Link, will be released in Nov. 2003 by
Port Town Publishers.

Physical activity 
—Continued from page 15

preventing osteoporosis and fractures.
A non-aerobic weight-bearing exercise
is weight, or strength, training. A non-
weight bearing aerobic exercise is
swimming

Flexibility training includes gentle
muscle work, like stretching exercises
and yoga. These can be done in the
warm-up and cool-down phases of any
exercise program, preventing injuries
to adapting muscles and joints.

In any new effort to exercise you
should carefully avoid injury. If

you've been inactive, have any con-

cerns or health problems, or are preg-

nant or elderly, talk with your doctor

first. In deciding on the intensity of

activity, keep in mind that exercise

does not have to be vigorous to be

good for you. Any increase in physical

activity will have good effects on your

health, and you are more likely to con-

tinue activities of only moderate inten-

sity. Replace the old adage, "No pain,

no gain," with "Start low and go slow."
Begin by sneaking exercise into your
day. Take the stairs instead of the ele-
vator. Walk to work, at lunch or during
breaks. Do your work at a faster pace.
To get the maximum health benefit,

you are likely to need a formal exer-
cise program. Consider both the dura-
tion and intensity of exercise. It, takes
only 30 minutes of routine physical
activity, done most days of the week,
continuously or intermittently, to
achieve health benefits. Maintaining
the proper exercise intensity requires
monitoring how hard your 'heart is

working. Keep your pulse at 60-85%
of your maximum heart rate (220
minus your age).

Ultimately, the best exercise for
each of us is the one we are willing to
do, and keep doing. Here are some tips
that may help you start, and stick with,
any exercise program: Choose some-
thing you like to do. Make sure it suits
you physically; e.g., swimming for
arthritic joints. Choose convenient
times and comfortable settings. Get a
partner to increase mutual support and
enjoyment. Make it more fun by vary-
ing your routine, listening to music, or
learning a new sport. Set realistic
goals. Stop if you hurt. Don't be dis-
couraged by the lack of immediate
results: they will come. Schedule
"exercise appointments" on your cal-
endar to make them real.
An exercise program doesn't have

to be complicated. Start with an activ-
ity that is fairly easy for you, such as
walking. It's a great choice because it
is easy, safe and cheap. It requires no
memberships or. special equipment,
and it's both aerobic and weight-bear-
ing. Flexibility comes with the warm
up and cool down. Avoid trying to do
too much too soon. Walk for a few
minutes a day, then several times a
day. Slowly increase first the amount
of time and then your speed over sev-
eral weeks. Brisk walking can burn as
_many calories as running, with less
chance of injury. If you feel tired or
sore, ease up somewhat on the level of
exercise, or take a day. off to rest. But
don't give up!

In the words of Henry David
Thoreau, "We must not ask how busy

we are, but rather, what we are busy
about." Spend your time wisely and
you'll not only have better health but
you're likely to have more time to
enjoy it. Now that's a great invest-
ment.
To learn more about physical fit-

ness, contact American College of
Sports Medicine www.acsm.org,
American Council on Exercise
www.acefitness.org, or President's
Council on Physical Fitness and Sports

www.fitness.gov.

-Dr. Joe Ferguson, M.D.
Emmitsburg

Editor's Note: Dr. Ferguson prac-
tices with Dr. Christine Curley in
Emmitsburg. Specializing in Family
Practice and trained on the West
Coast, he and his family recently
moved to the Emmitsburg Area from
South Louisiana.

The Ott House
Luncheon Specials Daily.
Weekend Specials: Prime Rib,
All-you-can-eat Crab Clusters,
plus many other dinner specials

Fabulous Weekend Entertainment!
Nov 14 & 15- Charles Parker Band

Nov 21 & 22- Georgia Lee & Stone Cold Country

Nov 28 & 29- Kaos
Dec 5 & 6- Signals

Dec 12 & 13- Over the Edge
Dec 19 & 20- Ashlee Marie and Family

5 West Main Street, Emmitsburg, MD 301- 447-2625
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 \------- Great Holiday Specials
customized to meet your budget.

------ 
Free packaging and wrapping.

Place an order before Dee. 15th and get 104. off
FREE shipping or custom delivery.

Quilters
Cleaning Large Quilts
White vinegar sets dyes

By Mary Ellen Cummings
Dispatch Writer

Last month I gave instructions for

washing quilts, but by trying to reduce

the information to a concise report, I
neglected some important facts. My

idea of a quilt is a cover 84-90" wide by
98-100" long. This size will fit in a
large tub automatic washer. However if
your quilt is what I call a "spread-quilt"
made to reach the floor, you have a
problem! Chances are remote for wash-
ing a quilt of this size in the average
home washer. Try laying the quilt
around the agitator— no water— to see
if it fits in your washer.

Since the agitation time for washing
quilts is short, you might eliminate that
step and just jostle the quilt. with your
hands. The number one benefit of using
the washer instead of the bathtub is the
rinsing and spin dry cycles, so jostling
is adequate. AND you don't have to
work on your knees like with a bathtub.

Some laundromats have large, front

loading washers and this is an option
for very large quilts. However, I sug-
gest running the washer through its

cycles without adding detergent or the
quilt. This would rinse the tub and drain
of any color residue and bleach from
previous use. The cost of this cleansing
is minimal when you consider the value
of your quilt.

After the cleaning cycles have
ended, fold your quilt in accordion
folds and lay it in the washer. Use mild
detergent (liquid), cold water and gentle
cycle; cross your fingers and hope that
your quilt comes out clean and happy.

The fact that some dyes are not sta-
ble and could "run" or bleed during
washing is always a possibility. Even
though you have pre-tested the colors in
your quilt (October Emmitsburg
Dispatch) and assume they will not run,
an added precaution is to add white
vinegar to the wash water.

I've found few references that men-
tion the use of vinegar for setting dye
color, but it was a common practice
during the 19th and 20th centuries
when home dyes were used and com-
mercial dyes were unpredictable.

Most references suggest a ration of
one cup white vinegar to one gallon of
cold or lukewarm water. One quilter

stree-free This season, get fabulous gifts for everyone on you

holiday Shopping You'll find pampering products,

fragrances and more at your convenience!

Just call me or visit my Web site.
list... all from the comfort of home.

said to do a detergent wash first, rinse
and soak in a vinegar-water solution
and follow with two rinses. Most refer-
ences suggest a detergent vinegar-water
wash first, followed by two or three
rinses. Some people use washing soda
(soda-ash, sodium carbonate) in con-
junction with the vinegar. However, I
could not find directions telling the
quantity to use. This was also true of
using salt in the wash water.

Do not use Syntliapol detergent on
a quilt. This solution is only for use on
new fabric of one color. It causes excess
dye to be washed off the fabric. It is not
a bleach.

A good guideline to follow when
cleaning quilts: if the quilt was made
before 1960, or contains old fabrics, do
not wash it. Consult an expert on han-
dling old fabrics—or use a vacuum
cleaner. Instructions later.

Looking Ahead
Nov 21, 22. Antigone by

Sophocles. Presented by Catoctin High
School Drama Department. °7:30 p.m.
Tickets: Adults $7.00, Students $6.00.
Info: 240-236-8141

Nov 21. Flu Clinic. Thurmont
Senior Center 8:30 a.m.-11 a.m. 806 E.
Main Street, Thurmont. Emmitsburg
Senior Center 1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m.
Emmitsburg Ambulance Building. Flu
Vaccine-$10, Pneumococcal vaccine-
$20, Tetanus-$10. If you have
Medicare, please bring your Medicare
card. Please wear short sleeves. Info:
301-694-1733. Sponsored by Frederick
County Health Department.

Nov 22. Teen Dance. From 7-10
p.m. at the Emmitsburg Ambulance
Company. The dance is a monthly
event featuring contests and prizes.
Held for youth ages 11-17. Cover
charge is $5.00. Doors open at 6:30
p.m. Parents are required to drop chil-

dren off and pick them up at the door.
Youth are required to stay in the build-
ing until a guardian arrives to pick
them up.

Nov 22. 50's Dance. Sponsored by
The Knights of Columbus 9:00 p.m.
Entertainment by THE SHADES.
$30.00 per couple which includes
setups and snacks (BYOB). For tick-
ets, call Phil at 301-271-4119 or Bill at
301-271-4708. Get your tickets early
before they sell out!

Nov 29. Christmas Basket/Cash
Bingo. Emmitsburg Ambulance Co.
Doors open at 5:30 p.m. and games
begin at 7:00 p.m. Advance tickets
$12, $15 at the door. Tickets will only
be on sale and available for pickup on
Monday and Friday Evenings from 5
p.m.-10 p.m. at the regular Bingo.
Please stop by and pick them up.

Nov 30. All Day Bingo.
Emmitsburg Ambulance Co. Doors
open at 11 a.m. Early Birds at 1:15

Need extra money for the holidays and only want to work a few hours a week?
Call me. A part time consultant makes $50-$100.00 dollars an hour.

12 days of Christmas special.
Great for everyone on your list.

your 'secret Santa'. You choose the amount and they
receive a beautifully wrapped gift,

day for the 12 days of Christmas. Each present is uniquely
packaged and can include a

personal note or preprinted holiday greeting.
Great to show that special someone how much you care.

Great Executive specials!

MARY ANN TYLER
INDEPENDENT BEAUTY CONSULTANT
85 WAYNESBORO PIKE, FAIRFIELD, PA (7320
(717) 642-3709
www.marykay.com/maryanntyler
CELL (240) 398-8068

Even

(hie each

Awesome gifts for your entire staff.
You will definitely be BOSS of the YEAR!

Great for Men, women and teens of all ages.
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Looking Ahead 
—Continued from page 18

p.m., Regular games at 1:30 p.m.

Advance tickets are $25. Tickets at door

$30. Price includes fried chicken meal,
playing 54 games with first and second
1/2 quickies, winner take alls, and jack-

pots. Info on payouts or tickets: 301-447-

6626. Tickets available for pickup on

Monday & Friday evenings from 5 p.m.-
10 p.m. at the regular bingo Please stop
by and pick them up.

Dec 1. An Evening of Christmas
Spirit. 14th annual Tree Lighting. 6:00
p.m. Emmitsburg Town Square. 6:30
p.m. Santa Arrives. 7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.

Entertainment, complimentary hot dogs,

cookies, Live Nativity, and hayrides at
the Carriage House Jim.

Dec 3. Public Meeting with

Frederick County Commissioners.
Hosted by the Emmitsburg Grange. 7:00

p.m. Elias Lutheran Church Hall. County
Commissioners will be discussing their

2004 Legislative package. Everyone is
invited to attend.

Dec 6. Christmas Bazaar. Elias
Lutheran Church Starting at 1:00 p.m.

The supper features Beef, Turkey & Ham
served with apple fritters, filling, gravy.
mashed potatoes, corn, sauerkraut, sweet
potatoes, applesauce and cake. Adults $8.
Children 6-12 $3, Carryouts $9. Crafts,
home baked products, and white elephant
items.

Dec 7. Emmitsburg Community

WILHELM

DOORS, [IC.
Sales • Service • Installations

Featuring
Amarr

Garage Doors

& Liftmaster
Openers

JOHN WILHELM
MHIC 121485

THURMONT, MD

Residential and Commercial
Local, Family Owned Business

2 Year Labor Warranty

301-211-0731
240-674-0728

MULCH$17 yd.
Screened or Unscreened Topsoil

Dark Mulch-$17.O0/yd
Red Mulch $24.00/yd
Black Mulch $24.00/yd

Composted
Mushroom Soil-S1Slyd

Composted
Cow Manure-$1 5/yd

Driveway Stone
Landscaping Stone

Sand
Fill Dirt

Snow removal

11618 Old Gettysburg Road
Emmitsburg, MD

(301)447-2675
RodncicNair

Chorus presents "A Christmas
Celebration" 3:00 p.m. Basilica of St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton. No Charge howev-
er a free will offering is appreciated.

Dec 12, 13, 14. The Nutcracker.
presented by the Maryland Regional
Ballet. Tickets: $10, $18, $20. Weinberg
Center for the Arts, 20 W. Patrick Street,
Frederick, MD. Info: 301-228-2828

Dec 18. Miracle on 34th Street
1947 Film. Spark that holiday spirit with
this Christmas favorite Weinberg Center
for the Arts, 20 W. Patrick Street,
Frederick, MD. Ticket Info: 301-228-
2828.

Classified Ads
Help Wanted: Housekeepers.

Full time/Part time. Weekends
-included. Apply in person during
daytime hours. Sleep Inn & Suites
501 Silo Hill Parkway, Emmitsburg.

Lost: Female Black Lab with
white steak on chest. Last seen:
October 25. REWARD. Call 301-
271-4795.

Earn Extra Income. $500-
$2,000 weekly. Join the fastest grow-

ing industry in America, ecommerce.
For more information send a self

addressed stamped envelope to:
eSource, P.O. Box 680610, Miami, Fl
33168.
GET PAID WHEN PEOPLE

PAY THEIR PHONE BILL! 3 min
overview @ 1-888-308-9028.
Spanish on request.

For Rent: Large one bedroom
apartment. Heat, utilities included,
$550 per month. Call 301-676-8763.

A Story to Gobble About!
Jubilee Foods Turkey Difference...

Introducing

$1.29 lb
Maple Lawn Farms "FRESH"

ALL NATURAL, FREE RANGE TURKEYS
No Artificial Ingredients

No Basting Ingredients Added
Minimally Processed

No Administered Growth Promotents
No Sub-therapeutic Antibiotics

No Animal By Products
Grown in Maryland

Real Fresh, All Natural Free Range Trirkeys

1.I ( ,11-„)(11 1 tit I 1 1 1 11 1 t 4%) t 1 1 I 11 I:1 \ 11 I

Eat Natural

Taste the Difference!

Emmitsburg

3010447-6688

Visit us on line @ www.emmitsburg,net

odllo
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Spruce tree
—Continued from page 1

spots, leading me to my conclusion."
Of course, Milbocker's inspection was-
n't 25 ft. in the air where the tree
snapped off. From the ground "It
appeared that the partial limbs sticking
out didn't have rot."

The church's Sexton for 23 years,
Denny Ebaugh said, "There's always
been a tilt to the tree." He'd been keep-
ing an eye on it over the past several
years to see if the leaning had changed,
but said, "That's just the way this tree
1;." In the mid 1990s tree surgeons
removed limbs and told him then that
the tree was still fine.

Milbocker gave The Emmitsburg
Dispatch some background on the
longtime Emmitsburg resident. The
spruce wasn't an Emmitsburg native. It
migrated as a seed from Europe and
took root behind the church before the
turn of the last century. Milbocker said
the first native growing Norway
spruces were found in Michigan in the
1940s. The easiest way to identify the
tree is by its cones. The native white
spruce and red spruce cones are 1" long
or less. Norway spruce cones are 4 to 5
inches long.

Based on the tree's diameter and
the thickness of its growth rings,
Milbocker places the tree's age

gliP between 120 and 140 years. Further
evidence comes from the tombstones at
its base. Nearly unreadable, the death
dates range from 1882 to 1887. Most
likely the tree was already there and
those who died were buried near a
much smaller trunk. Another possibili-
ty is that the tree was planted at about
the same time.

Milbocker said the Norway spruce
is a good timber tree. It grows twice as
fast as the native conifer. When these
trees grow together, they grow 40'
without limbs. The limbs on this spruce

-RAYMOND BUCHHEISTER / THE EMMITSBURG DISPATCH
Only 25 ft. remain standing, of this once 80 ft. Norway spruce. A windstorm on Thurs. Nov. 4. snapped the tree in half. The
top section now rests among the graves in the cemetery behind St. Joseph's Catholic Church, the tree resided for 120+ years.

offer further proof that it was planted
and grew alone. One of its limbs in fact
is what caused the tree's fate. Upon
inspecting the downed tree, Milbocker
found a large section of it rotted away
underneath the bark where one of the
limbs had been removed. A limb was
pruned too long. The long section died
and rotted, introducing rot to the tree.
Once inside the tree, rot acts like a can-
cer. The tree can't grow over it.

Milbocker said the remaining 25 ft
section of the tree could continue to
grow. Over time one of the limbs would
become dominant and eventually
straighten to form a new top. It would
take many years for this to happen and

$59.95

Monthly
Specials

Up to

Furnace Cleaning
Complete heating system
inspection and cleaning.

Pit, and Tax extra

Valid through 12-15-03 '

It lair' lb Sap A Pune

Holtzople

•
Guaranteed same day
emergency service

for your broken home
air conditioning system.

Heating 86 Air Conditioning
Family Owned and Operated

A division of Holtzople's Inc.

(301) 898-3494
1 (866) 500-HEAT

Come visit us online at holtzople.com
See us at frederick.com keyword hvac (MD-1-1VAC 02-213281

the tree would not have a traditional
look.

Rev. O'Brien said the parish is
waiting for an insurance adjuster's
assessment. The downed section of the
tree rests over some 50 gravestones. A
number of stones were knocked over or
moved from their original location.
One 4 to 5 foot tall stone marking the
grave of Sophia L. Harner, 1849-1913,
is supporting the main trunk of the tree
where it came to rest. 'According to
Rev. O'Brien the tree, including what's
still standing, will be cut up and hauled
away.

Becky Chrismer-Brown, an
Emmitsburg native who lived on E.

Main St. as a child, recalls the many
hours she and others spent under the
tree. Many residents came to sit on the
white wrought iron park bench that
used to be there. She said, "I remember
Sally sitting for many hours under this
tree. She always would tell me she was
going to be buried right here." Brown
pointed to a spot several paces away
from the tree's trunk to the tombstone
of Sarah A. Lawrence, 1879-1969.
Brown said, "She cooked for the priest
so that's how I figure she got dibs on
the prime real estate." Reminiscing
about the tree she used to pass every
time she walked to church, she began to
weep and said, "I'll miss this old tree."

"Customer Satisfaction Guaranteed!” 301-447-3560
Fax 301-447-2704

South Seton Auto Repair
140A South Seton Avenue, PO Box 1118

Emmitsburg, MD 21727

* New Features Offered * ASE Certified
Tire Repair & Sales

Hydraulic Hoses and Fittings sold and repaired. Mechanics

The Emmitsburg Dispatch
P.O. Box 358
Emmitsburg, MD 21727

Louis B. O'Donoghue
6513 Springwater Court
Apt 5203
Frederick. MD 21701


